
Ligh  in the Shadows
NOVEMBER 2019

 “Let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven.” Matt. 5: 16

Continued on page 2

Expressing Our Gratitude  

For God’s Many Blessings 
“Now thank we all our God, with heart, and hands, and 

voices...” [1982 Hymnal #397, v1] 

As I write this article in October 

for the November 2019 LITS, 

four of us from St. Luke’s will be 

headed to Burlington for the annual 

Diocesan Convention.  We will be 

joining with others from the Episco-

pal Church in Vermont in fellowship, 

worship, and in decision-making on 

various resolutions that will be intro-

duced to us at this gathering.   

What I particularly like about the Convention is that our 

time together begins and ends with worship.  Our day-long 

meeting this year will begin with Morning Prayer and end 

with Holy Communion. I am also looking forward to  

experiencing this day together with our new bishop, Bishop 

Shannon, who will be presiding over Convention for her  

very first time.  I am sure she would welcome our prayers 

and best wishes for her.   

Though the Convention hasn’t yet happened, what has 

happened was equally as exciting. On St. Luke’s Sunday 

(20th of October), we wel-

comed Bishop Shannon and 

her family for their first visit 

with us.  Though small in 

number, the St. Luke’s com-

munity prepared with ex-

citement and anticipation to 

ensure that our new bishop 

would feel at home with us.  

For the hours of preparation 

and hospitality extended her 

and her family, I thank you!   

The lyrics of this hymn 

(quoted in part above and 

below) describes our grate-

ful prayer to God who has 

given us all things.  When 

we this season reflect on all 

“When we this season  

reflect on all of God’s 

blessings given us 

whether known or  

unknown, we wonder 

what could we ever give 

God in return!?   

We start by offering  

what we can give:  our 

hearts, our hands,  

and our voices.”    

—Rev. Heidi L. Edson    

Reserve Quickly for the Holiday 
Wreath-Decorating Workshops on 

November 21-23 

Get ready for the holidays by decorating a pre-made  

evergreen wreath with especially collected greens, natural 

materials, bows, and other decorations, plus all the wire, glue 

guns, and equipment necessary to make the decorating fun and 

successful. Open to the public, as well as to friends and parish-

ioners, the workshops will take place in Willard Hall and once 

again benefit both the church and the Chester Conservation 

Committee’s Student Environmental Scholarship Fund.   

So mark your calendars, spread the word, and contact me 

quickly to reserve your wreath and preferred workshop spot.  

Both space and wreaths are limited, so people must pre-reg-

ister.  Choose from four different workshop sessions:  

Thursday evening, November 21, 6:30-8:00 p.m.; Friday, 

November 22:  9-10:30 a.m. or 1:00-2:30 p.m., and Sat-

urday, November 23, 9-10:30 a.m..  Each session will offer 

homemade refreshments, great camaraderie, and all the es-

sentials to create a very personal, one-of-a-kind wreath.  Men 

and women are welcome to come alone or register with a 

friend or group.  A $5 early-bird discount will apply to those 

who preregister and pay by Tuesday November 12.  After 

that, the cost per wreath will be $45.  

Martha Stretton and daughter, Betsy proudly show off their 
handsomely-decorated wreaths from the 2018 workshop.

Continued on page 3
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of God’s blessings given us whether known or unknown, 

we wonder what could we ever give God in return!?  We 

start by offering what we can give:  our hearts, our hands, 

and our voices.  Our deep expression of gratitude from our 

hearts, our hands, and our voices is best offered in and 

through our worship here at St. Luke’s and everywhere  

we may find ourselves. We worship God who loves and  

welcomes us all.  That is Good News, indeed! 

“...who wondrous things has done, in whom his world  
rejoices...” [1982 Hymnal #397, v.1 cont.]   
                                                            Blessings, 

                                                            Heidi+ 

Expressing Our Gratitude  

For God’s Many Blessings 
(continued from page 1)

§

Bishop Shannon MacVean-Brown 
Makes Her First Visit To St. Luke’s 

We were honored to have our newly-elected bishop, The 

Rt. Rev. Shannon MacVean-Brown, make her very 

first parish visitation to St. Luke’s Episcopal Church on  

Sunday October 20th. That also happened to be the St. 

Luke’s Sunday, our patron saint, so it was a double celebra-

tion. A reception was held in Willard Hall following the  

service, giving everyone a chance to meet and chat with 

Bishop Shannon and her husband, Phil in a more casual  

setting. Many thanks to David and Marjorie Carey for  

graciously hosting the MacVean-Brown family at their home 

for this weekend. Below are a few photo highlights from the 

Bishop’s visit. 

Above: Bishop Shannon greets Lew Watters after the service. 
Below:  Sharing a laugh with Freddy Holden. Above: The Bishop chats with Sally & John Hoover.  

Below:  Bishop Shannon sharing her thoughts at the reception.
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§

This Stewardship Note  
Tells A True Story 

Long ago and far away a single woman with a teaching 

education left her career in pursuit of her faith walk.  Her 

walk led her to foster three crack cocaine babies. With her 

caring and nurturing, these babies became healthy toddlers. 

She grew to love the children so much she went through the 

adoption process. She knew full well, if granted, adoption 

meant loss of financial aid provided by the state and other 

agencies. The adoptions were granted, and her walk  

continued. How does one provide without an income for  

children?  She taught me how.  Whenever the family needed, 

she prayed.  She told all those praying with her.  One day 

she had no money and no milk in the house. She felt desper-

ate, but she prayed. The door bell rang and a neighbor 

handed her a gallon of milk. She shared the many instances 

when she was desperate, and then their needs were provided. 

At Christmas so many played Santa, she put away gifts so 

when her children received invitations to parties, they could 

attend with an appropriate gift. Her house and car, in her faith 

walk, reflected gifts from God.  

I have long since lost touch with this courageous woman. 

Some of you may say foolhardy woman, but she taught, by 

example, and to the many who knew her about loving,  

giving, and the abundance we all share.—Janet Hunter 

The Stewardship Committee does not want to imply 

that God is a vending machine nor do we ask you even to 

consider adoption of crack babies. We DO ask that you pray, 

look at your personal faith walk, and share your abundance 

with our tangible symbol of God—THE CHURCH. If so 

moved, please indicate your pledge or gift on the card. The 

Vestry is seeking to have a majority of pledge cards back  

prior to the December 11th meeting in order to prepare a 

2020 budget for consideration at that time. You may place 

your pledge card in the offering plate (see note below) or 

mail it to St. Luke’s Church. Thank you and God for our 

abundant lives together. 

                                       The Stewardship Committee: 

                                                  Marti Assenza                     
                                                  Janet Hunter 
                                                  Andrew Pennell  
 

Footnote:   The Stewardship Committee will be sending out 

the 2020 Pledge Letter & Cards within the next two week, 

so please keep watch for it in your mailboxes. Ingathering 

Sunday will be held on November 24th (the weekend after 

Thanksgiving)—at which time all pledges will be brought to 

the altar along with the Offering. You may return your pledge 

card either by placing it in the collection plate on the 24th or 

mailing it to the attention of the Pledge Treasurer, St. Luke’s 

Church, P. O. Box 8, Chester. VT 05143.

Wreath-Decorating Workshop… 
(continued from page 1) 

“Thanks to God” 
Thanks for prayers that thou hast answered, 

Thanks for what thou dost deny. 

Thanks for storms that I have weathered, 

Thanks for all thou dost supply. 

Thanks for pain, and thanks for pleasure. 

Thanks for comfort in despair. 

Thanks for grace that none can measure, 

Thanks for love beyond compare. 

Thanks for roses by the wayside, 

Thanks for thorns their stems contain. 

Thanks for home and thanks for fireside, 

Thanks for hope, that sweet refrain. 

Thanks for joy and thanks for sorrow, 

Thanks for heav’nly peace with thee. 

Thanks for hope in the tomorrow, 

Thanks through all eternity! 

                            —August Storm, 1891

“Do your little bit of good where you are; it is those little bits 
of good put all together that overwhelm the world.” 
                                                 —Bishop Desmond Tutu

Checks should be made out to St. Luke’s Church,  

designated for the wreath workshop, and mailed to me at  

P. O. Box 318, Chester, VT 05143. For additional infor-

mation, please feel free to call or email Lillian Willis at 

802-875-1340 or lbwillisct@comcast.net.  

Please also let me know if you have glue guns, clippers, 

or wire cutters to lend for the workshops or special ribbons, 

decorations, or natural materials to donate.  We would espe-

cially appreciate unusual pine cones, berries (bayberries, ju-

niper, winterberry) and more unusual evergreens (white or 

Scotch pine, holly, boxwood, blue spruce, cedar, juniper, ar-

borvitae, etc.).  Those berries and greens should be cut close 

to the workshop dates, and I would be happy to help with 

that task if you would like assistance.  Please also let me 

know if you are willing to decorate one or more additional 

wreaths – if we have extras available at the workshops – that 

could be sold to others, perhaps at the Christmas Tea and 

Craft Sale on December 7.  

This is a great opportunity for people to support two good 

causes, start getting ready for the holidays, and have fun 

doing it!  I hope you can join us!—Lillian Willis 



§
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Continued reading at the top of the page.

Highlights From The October 
Vestry Meeting 

The focus of the October 9 Vestry Meeting was Com-

munication.  Pat Fromberger submitted a detailed report 

of the publications she creates:  monthly LITS, weekly  

Sunday Bulletins, and the occasional Parish Directory.  The 

online version of LITS is in color, and Pat is always eager 

for photos and articles about events past and future and about 

inspiring ideas and experiences.  Updating is proceeding on 

the 2016 Parish Directory with an aim toward printing a  

revision in a few months.  Marti Assenza, who updates the 

church website, is also eager for material and information to 

inspire our own parishioners and those eager to learn more 

about St. Luke’s and its work in the wider Chester com-

munity.  Public Relations and Publicity are important to 

every event.  Bonnie and Lew Watters will help in time of 

need, but every event organizer is now responsible for all PR 

—either personally or through a recruit.     

•   Treasurer’s Report.  With the holiday season and end of 

year fast approaching, the Vestry authorized Treasurer John 

DesLauriers to withdraw up to $10,000 from Vanguard In-

vestments to pay anticipated bills.  

•   Junior Warden’s Report.  Andrew Pennell is sourcing 

someone to inspect the roof before winter, as he had not re-

ceived any response from the previous roofer.  Thanks go to 

David Carey for painting the red church doors on Friday, 

October 4th. 

•   Rector’s Report.  Diocesan Council.  The first Diocesan 

Council meeting with Bishop Shannon will be by Zoom on 

October 17. October 26 One-Day Diocesan Convention:  

Delegates attending are Beth Salisbury, David Carey, Heidi 

Edson, and Doug Edson. Mid-Week Adult Formation is 

underway with a small, loyal group. Ministerium: St. 

Luke’s will host the meeting on October 23.  The purpose is 

to see how the Ministerium will go forward.  The Chester 

Congregational Church will close after Christmas and the 

New Year, but will be working on the reinvention of that 

church with another kind of ministry in keeping with the 

CCCC (Conservative Congregational Christian Church) de-

nomination by July 2020.  The church will celebrate its many 

years in Chester at a special event in June 2020. 

•  Old Business Updates.  Sexton Job Description.  A draft 

job description will be shown to Sexton James Salisbury for 

his input and acceptance.  Many favorable comments were 

made about recent cleaning in several areas.  Review of 

Heidi’s Outdated Letter of Agreement:  Progress is being 

made on a final draft.  Stewardship:  Andrew Pennell, Janet 

Hunter, and Marti Assenza will meet at 10:00 a.m. on Tues-

day, October 15 to discuss a possible Outreach theme and to 

firm up campaign details.  Shining Our Light:  Wording 

from the Diocese has started to be used in Prayers of the 

People and will be used up to Ingathering on November 

24, the Sunday before Thanksgiving. One parishioner 

thought the form was “demeaning” and didn’t care for it. 

The United Thank Offering (UTO) will be collected the 

Sunday after Thanksgiving.  

•  New Business.  Bishop Shannon’s Visit October 19 & 20.  

The Bishop and her family will stay with the Careys and 

enjoy a supper meeting with Vestry members on Saturday 

night at 6:00 p.m. in Willard Hall.  Vestry members divided 

up assignments for the meal. The Bishop is allergic to  

shellfish and doesn’t eat beets, lima beans, or lamb.  Sunday 

Service on October 20 (closest day to St. Luke’s Feast Day).  

There will be one Rite II service at 9:00 a.m. with music and 

an enhanced coffee hour afterward.   

•  Next Vestry Meeting:  November 13, 2019.  

                                                Respectfully submitted,  
                                                Lillian Willis, Clerk 

Chester/Andover Ministerium  

On Wednesday, the 23rd of October, St. Luke’s was host 

to the Chester-Andover Ministerium meeting. Four 

churches in the area were represented:  St. Luke’s, The 

Chester Congregational Church, Renewed Life in Jesus, and 

the Andover Community Church.  Our time together was 

spent in conversation about the future of the Ministerium that 

was formed approximately one decade ago.   

Our conversation began with Pastor Rick of the Renewed 

Life in Jesus who reminisced on the changes the Ministerium 

has seen over the years. We also remarked on the changes 

our own churches have seen and lived through and are today 

living through.  Two examples of change in two churches  

is the expectant arrival in November of the Chester Baptist 

Church’s new pastor (no name was mentioned at our meet-

ing).  A second change is the departure of the Congregational 

Church’s current minister, The Rev’d Susan Moody.  Naturally 

the changes taking place in our faith communities reflect in 

various ways the changes happening in our own communities.  

In discussing our future as the Ministerium, we did not 

come to any final decisions as to what our future together 

may hold.  Our next meeting together will be in January of 

2020.  In the meantime, plans are being made for a Christmas 

Carol sing-along to take place at the Congregational Church 

in Chester in early December (time & date TBA).   

What I took away from our meeting and conversation 

was the assurance of the Holy Spirit’s work in and among 

us.  We came away from our time together with a sense that 

God wants to do a new thing among us and also within our 

churches and communities.  We discovered that a chapter 

may have ended but the next chapter is only a page away. 

                                                               —Heidi+            



Light in the Shadows                                                                                                          November 2019 (page 5)

Let’s Get Ready For St. Luke’s “Christmas Tea & Holiday Bazaar”…  
To Be Held On December 7th 

The great preparation has begun! St. Luke’s annual 

Christmas Tea & Craft Sale will be held in  

Willard Hall on Saturday, December 7, from 11:00 

a.m.-2:00 p.m. Called a “Tea” because of its large as-

sortment of delicate sandwiches and finger foods, it 

is really more of an all-you-can-eat, mini-brunch ($8 

per person, $4 for youth 6-12, free for child 5 and 

under).  It is also a superb opportunity to share hos-

pitality and fellowship with friends and area residents 

while you peruse special Christmas decorations and 

handmade items. In fact, because the items for sale 

are often unique and include more than crafts, we 

have changed the name of that part of the event to 

“Holiday Bazaar.” The new name better describes the 

wide array of products available.  From quilted and 

artistic creations to live evergreen decorations, deli-

cious goodies and tasty favorites, and the eclectic selections 

at Grandma’s Attic—there are special gifts and treasures for 

all.  Please ask your friends to mark their calendars and en-

courage them to come. 

New this year is a “Pet Corner” with tasty treats and  

items to appeal to our furry friends.  The “Bake Table” has 

been renamed “Culinary Classics” because it offers so much 

more than baked goods.  Last year’s successful homemade 

soups spurred us to expand our food choices beyond candies, 

jams, baked goods, and soups to include hearty casseroles—

such as different kinds of chili—to brighten a winter day and 

make a tasty dinner or lunch so very easy.  

Since the event is only five weeks away, we’re asking 

you to start thinking now about things you can make or con-

tribute.  Beyond desirable craft items you may have created, 

consider favorite foods. By making and freezing baked 

goods, soups, casseroles, or other comfort foods ahead of the 

event on a cold day when you feel like cooking (and life may 

be less hectic), we can offer a wider selection of practical 

and nourishing favorites at the start of the holiday season. 

Below are the section co-chairs, their contact infor-

mation, and their special needs and requests. If you are  

willing to help or have questions, please let them know. 

Event & Craft Co-Chairs:   

Pat Fromberger (875-3548, panjoe@vermontel.net) 

Jane Davis (875-1855, bluehillfarm.jane@gmail.com)  

Tea & Kitchen Co-Chairs: 

Belinda Whipple Worth (802-282-7129, 

Belinda.ww@gmail.com) 

Janet Hunter (886-2304, janethunter@vermontel.net) 

They will be looking for volunteers to make sandwiches 

and finger-food desserts and to help in the kitchen. 

Continue reading a top right.

Culinary Classics Co-Chairs: 

Sally Hoover (875-6224, sallyrhoover@vermontel.net) 

Lillian Willis (875-1340, lbwillisct@comcast.net) 

Please save your yoghurt containers and tops and leave 

them in the box at Willard Hall or give them to Lillian Willis.  

Consider making an extra amount of a favorite soup or  

casserole, packaging it in a quart yoghurt or other container, 

labeling the contents, and freezing it ahead of time.  We have 

extra freezer space for frozen foods if you don’t.  Also con-

sider preparing all kinds of bread, baked goods and jams and 

jellies.  Letting us know what to expect will help us plan 

what else to cook and how to store and display everything.  

Grandma’s Attic Co-Chairs: 

Marcia Clinton (mclinton@vermontel.net) 

Eileen Widger (875-4604, twidger@sbcglobal.net) 

Items (no mugs, please) may be dropped off in advance 

and put in the Nursery Room at Willard Hall or delivered on 

Friday, December 6 before noon.  

CHRISTMAS TEA & HOLIDAY BAZAAR  

WEEK WORK SCHEDULE: 

•  Monday, December 2, 1:30-3:00 p.m. Assemble table 

   centerpieces in Willard Hall.  Bring clippers. 

•  Friday, December 6, 9:30 a.m.-Noon.  

   Bring Grandma’s Attic item donations. Set-up for the 

   Tea & Holiday Bazaar.  Price and tag items. 

•  Saturday Morning, December 7, 9:00 -10:00 a.m. 

   Set-up Kitchen & Buffet. 

   Deliver any additional donations.  

If you have questions or wish to volunteer to help or to 

offer other donations, please contact event Co-Chairs Pat 

Fromberger (875-3548) or Jane Davis (875-1855).
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The United Thank Offering 
Supporting God’s Missions 

On Sunday, December 1st, 

we will be the ingath-

ering of UTO Blue Boxes and 

envelopes at both worship 

services that morning. For 

those of you who have faith-

fully been putting your coins 

& bills in the blue boxes 

throughout the year, this is the 

day to bring them to church. If you do not have a blue 

box, there will be special UTO envelopes at the back 

of the church for you to make a donation. We hope ev-

eryone will be very generous for this special outreach. 

The United Thank Offering (UTO) is a ministry of 

The Episcopal Church for the mission of the whole 

church. Through UTO, men, women, and children  

nurture the habit of giving daily thanks to God. These 

prayers of thanksgiving start when we recognize and 

name our many daily blessings. Those who participate 

in UTO discover that thankfulness leads to generosity. 

UTO is entrusted to promote thank offerings, to receive 

the offerings, and to distribute the monies to support 

mission and ministry throughout The Episcopal 

Church and Provinces of the Anglican Communion. 

UTO is a personal spiritual discipline of thanksgiv-

ing that supports God’s mission throughout the world.  

How it Works: Give thanks for the good things that 

happen every day. For little things like a good parking 

spot on a busy day, sunshine for your family picnic, or 

a birthday card from a friend. For big things like  

recovery from serious illness, a new job, or forgiveness 

and reconciliation after a long dispute. 

As you give thanks, put some coins or dollars into 

a United Thank Offering Blue Box, or set aside an  

offering reminder for later. When your box is full or 

you put a check in a United Thank Offering envelope, 

your thanksgivings unite with others’ prayers and 

thankful quarters, dimes, and dollars from across The 

Episcopal Church to support God’s mission around the 

world. You are never too young or too old to count your 

blessings and share your thankful spirit with others. 

Janet Hunter is St. Luke’s coordinator and contact 

person for the UTO offering. If you have questions or 

want to know more about this outreach ministry, please 

feel free to chat with her.

The Outreach Corner

Animal Blessing Pleases All 

The annual Animal Blessing took place on St. Luke’s  

side lawn on a very beautiful fall weekend—Saturday,  

October 6th & Sunday, October 7th. On Saturday the humans,  

including three paparazzi with their cameras, outnumbered 

the animals (we had four dogs and the Edson’s cat, Thun-

darr—the only cat present.) Marti made her great dog biscuits 

and the owners enjoyed Bonnie’s brownies and the conver-

sations. Everyone there had an 

interesting personal connec-

tion. It was great seeing Sue 

and Kit from Mt. Holly with 

their new dog—a lab mix. We 

recalled “Magic,” their pre-

vious dog who went crazy 

over the dog yummies last 

year after not eating for two 

weeks. Sadly, Magic died in 

December and Sue and Kit 

were thrilled to introduce us  

to their new joy. “Flagler,” the 

Watters’ cat, couldn’t make it 

to the blessing but was happy 

to share his salmon yummies 

with Thundarr. Maybe next 

year, he said, “My tote was 

too heavy for Dad to carry, so 

he brought his camera.” 

On Sunday it was reported 

there were more animals—in-

cluding three cute chocolate 

poodles—than humans. No paparazzi on Sunday thus no 

photos we are sad to say. 

                 —Report by Bonnie Watters & Pat Fromberger

Rev. Heidi leads everyone in prayer. (photo courtesy Lew Watters.)

Mt. Holly lab mix with owner.

Thundarr, was the lone cat.

It is not happiness that makes us grateful. It’s gratefulness that 
makes us happy.—David Steindl-Rast 
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St. Luke’s Financial Information 

Annual YTD % of  
Sept. 2019 YTD 2019 Budget Budget  

Pledge/Plate Income $ 4,172 $   48,979 $ 62,450          78.4% 
Other Oper. Income $ 4,137 $ 26,136 $ 29,625 88.2% 
Restricted Income $  80 $ 1,613 $ 1,750 92.2% 
TOTAL INCOME $   8,389 $ 76,728 $ 93,825 81.8% 

Regular Expense $ 8,512 $ 84,257 $ 118,597          71.0% 
Restricted Expense $       82 $   2,730 $ 2,950 92.5%  
TOTAL EXPENSES $   8,594 $   86,987 $ 121,547          71.6% 

Net Ordinary Income/(loss) $  (205) $ (10,259)      $ *(24,195) 42.4% 

*Budget deficit figure does not include  
principal payments on Butterfield  
loan totaling $3,527 for 2019.  

As the third quarter has ended we are a bit ahead on income with expenses 
under budget.  September was a good month income wise having received a 
quarterly payment from Raymond James of $2,745 (rectory sale investment) 
as well as other investment (Vanguard) dividend payments totaling $863, all 
included in the Other Operating Income figure above.  

                                                                 —John DesLauriers, Treasurer             

WEEKLY 

•  Lunch Bunch Book Study: 
Mondays, Noon-1:15PM in Willard Hall for bag 
lunch,sharing, discussion, and prayer. We are 
currently reading a book by Wm. Paul Young, 
entitled, “Lies We Believe About God.”  All are 
welcome to join us! 

• Mid-Week Morning Prayer and 
Adult Study: 

Wednesdays: Morning Prayer: 9:40AM;  and 
Adult Study 10:30AM in Willard Hall.  We are 
continuing our study/discussion of the  book  
entitled, ‘Lies We Believe About God” by Wm. 
Paul Young (author of The Shack.) Sessions are 
open. All are welcome to come join us. 

• St. Luke’s Church Choir: 
Wednesdays, 5:30PM-7:00PM in Willard Hall. 
Choir has resumed rehearsals and always  
welcomes new members.  If you have an inter-
est in singing with please contact Anne Good-
reau at annegoodreau@ gmail.com.  

LESS THAN WEEKLY 

•  St. Luke’s Vestry Meeting: 
Wednesday, November 13th in Willard Hall. 6:30 
PM or gathering for Scripture Reflection; Regu-
lar Meeting Agenda begins at 7:00PM. The 
focus topic will be “the 020 Budget.” Any church 
member is welcome to attend these meetings. 
•  Wreath Decorating Workshops: 
Thursday, November 21st, 6:30-8:00PM;  
Friday, November 22nd, 9:00-10:30AM; and 
1:00PM-2:30PM. Saturday, November 23rd 
9:00-10:30AM in Willard Hall. Read the article 
on page 1 & 3 for more information. 
•  Pledge Ingathering Sunday: 
Sunday, November 24th, at both services. 
Please remember to bring you completed 
pledge card to be place in the Offertory plate. 
•  St. Luke’s 2019 Christmas Tea 
& Holiday Bazaar: 
Saturday, December 7th, 11:00AM-2:00PM  in 
Willard Hall. Be sure to invite your friends & 
neighbors for a fun day. Read the article on 
page 5 for more details.

Meetings & Events

Adult Formation Study Group Update 

Though it is still early, by the time you receive the December edition of LITS, 

the Advent Season will be upon us.  In the meantime, the Mid-Week Adult 

Formation group is still engaged in the study from Wm. Paul Young’s book, “Lies 

We Believe About God.”  Each week we cover three chapters of his book.  Our 

time together begins with a short silent prayer accompanied by scripture passage(s) 

that relate to the chapters we’ll be talking about that day.  Delving through the 

chapters together, we continue to discover the depth and wisdom from Wm. Paul 

Young  that opens up the conversation among ourselves about what we are  

personally learning.  If you are curious and would like to know more, please join 

us!  We meet every Wednesday morning at 10:30 a.m. in Willard Hall. 

Now about Advent and the Mid-Week—Given that there are many chapters 

in Young’s book and that only three chapters are discussed each week, our desire 

is to complete this Study which will carry us over into the first part of the  

Advent Season.  Therefore, there is no formal Advent Study planned for this year.  

That said, we will continue to meet as a group into the Third Week of Advent (18 

December) and, after completing Young’s book, we will be reading together in 

the Bible Matthew’s account of the events surrounding Jesus’ birth.   

Advent is Season in the Church Year that is (sadly) often overlooked in our 

commercial-driven society with its ever “rush towards Christmas.” I believe 

strongly that an intentional observance of Advent paves the path for us as  

followers of Christ to enjoy a richer and more meaningful Christmas—one that is 

centered in Christ.  To this end, I invite you consider making the Mid-Week Study 

a part of your Advent observance. —Heidi+    

The Generosity Cycle 
God makes us rich in every way so we can be generous on every occasion, which will 
result in thanksgiving to God. ... God doesn't bless us to provide for our own needs; he 
blesses us so we can be generous.—Rick Warren (based on 2 Corinthians 9:11)



NOVEMBER 
CELEBRATIONS 

Birthdays: 

1       Elizabeth Assenza             19       Carter Evelyn Willis 
9      Doug Edson                       22      Richard Hunter 
12     Marti Assenza                    26      Dale Deming 
13     Luke Allen Pennell           26      Joe Fromberger 
15     Lily Jones                             29      Ashley Hensel-Browning 
18     Betsy (Stretton) Adamovich     
Anniversaries: 

18     Bill & Leigh Dakin 
18     Sean & Ashley Hensel-Whalen

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
Nov. 3          ALL SAINTS’ SUNDAY 
  8:00 AM    Holy Eucharist, Rite I 
10:00 AM    Holy Eucharist, Rite II 

Nov. 10        XXII PENTECOST (Proper 27) 

  8:00 AM    Holy Eucharist, Rite I 
10:00 AM    Holy Eucharist, Rite II 

Nov.  17       XXIII PENTECOST (Proper 28) 
  8:00 AM    Holy Eucharist, Rite I 
10:00 AM    Holy Eucharist, Rite II 

Nov.  24       LAST PENTECOST (Proper 29) 

  8:00 AM    Holy Eucharist, Rite I 
10:00 AM    Holy Eucharist, Rite II 

Dec. 1          I ADVENT  
  8:00 AM    Holy Eucharist, Rite I 
10:00 AM    Holy Eucharist, Rite II 

            

 St. Luke’s Episcopal Church 

The Rev. Heidi L. Edson, Rector 
313 Main Street,  Chester, VT 05143  •  Office Phone:  875-6000 
stlukes@vermontel.net   •   www.stlukesepiscopalvt.org 

St. Luke’s Church is handicapped accessible.

December LITS Deadline: 
NOV. 22nd 

Send all articles, announcements, 
photos, etc. to:  

Pat Fromberger, 180 Gates Rd.,  
Andover, VT 05143 

Email:  panjoe@vermontel.net

+

“St. Luke’s  

is an  

intentional  

Christian  

community,  

deepening faith  

and  

broadening  

love.”


