
Ligh  in the Shadows
DECEMBER 2019

 “Let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven.” Matt. 5: 16

Continued on page 2

Christ Is Among Us, Living  
And Reigning In Our Hearts 
“Lo!  he comes with clouds descending...” 

 [1982 Hymnal, #57] 

The lyrics quoted above that begin 

the first verse of this Advent 

hymn is a traditional hymn used for 

I Advent Sunday that’s sung in many 

churches, including right here at  

St. Luke’s.  The melody line with its 

descending notes paints a vivid scene 

of Christ coming down through the 

clouds.  The hymn describes Christ 

in all of His royalty with the multi-

tude of saints in attendance.  What an 

exciting scene unfolding as we sing 

this hymn.        

December is indeed a very exciting month in our calen-

dar year with so much taking place both in our own lives 

and in the life of the Church.  In the Church, the First Sun-

day of Advent also begins the Church’s New Year.  And 

then, later on this month, Advent will transform into a  

glorious Christmas with the long-awaited Jesus Christ come 

to earth to live among us.   

With all this excite-

ment we have this month 

as we busy ourselves in 

preparation for Christ’s 

Coming, we sometimes 

need the gentle reminder 

by the Holy Spirit Who 

tells us to slow down and 

dig deeper.  We ask this 

season: “What does it 

mean for Christ to come to 

us and how can we be 

ready for this Coming? 

The hymn of Advent 

quoted above describes 

Christ’s Second Descent 

to reign on earth.  Yet at 

Christmas, Christ comes 

“True wisdom is knowing 
that Christ is already here 

among us, living and 
reigning in our hearts.  

This wisdom comes to us 
from God whenever we 

take the time to slow down 
and to stay awake to the 
movement of God that 
takes shape in our own 
lives, in the life of the 
Church, and in all of  

God’s good creation.”    
—Rev. Heidi L. Edson    

Advent & Christmas  
Worship Schedule 

Sunday          December 1 - ADVENT I  

  8:00 a.m.     Holy Eucharist, Rite I 
10:00 a.m.     Holy Eucharist, Rite II 

Sunday          December 8 - ADVENT II 

  8:00 a.m.     Holy Eucharist, Rite I 
10:00 a.m.     Holy Eucharist, Rite II 

Sunday         December 15  - ADVENT III  
                      (Rejoice/Rose Sunday) 

  8:00 a.m.     Holy Eucharist, Rite I 
10:00 a.m.     Holy Eucharist, Rite II 

Sunday         December 22  - ADVENT IV  

  8:00 a.m.     Holy Eucharist, Rite I 
10:00 a.m.     Holy Eucharist, Rite II 

  4:00 p.m.     Advent & Christmas Service 
                      of Lessons & Carols 

                       

Tuesday         Dec. 24  CHRISTMAS EVE 

  6:30 p.m.     Carol Singing

  7:00 p.m.     Festival Holy Eucharist 

                      Holy Eucharist, Rite II 

Wednesday   Dec. 25  CHRISTMAS DAY 
                      The Nativity of Our Lord 

10:00 a.m.     Holy Eucharist, Rite II 
                      [a simple, quiet spoken service] 

Sunday         Dec. 29  CHRISTMAS I 

  8:00 a.m.     Holy Eucharist, Rite I 
10:00 a.m.     Holy Eucharist, Rite II 

Sunday         Jan. 5  CHRISTMAS II  

  8:00 a.m.     Holy Eucharist, Rite I 
10:00 a.m.     Holy Eucharist, Rite II 

“I love to think of nature as an unlimited broadcasting station, 
through which God speaks to us every hour if we will only 
tune in.” —George Washington Carver 
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to us the first time as a human Baby.  From our human  

perspective, this seems to be a backward set of events we 

have this month.  From God’s perspective, Christ’s coming 

is as planned. The King at Advent becomes the helpless 

Babe at Christmas. 

I like the first words of this hymn that describe the  

“descending clouds.”  Indeed, in this time of the year where 

the light of day is pressed upon by the darkness of the night 

in our country and world, we are called to carry forth the 

Light of Christ into our darkened world.  As Jesus walked 

humbly on earth, so, too, do we proclaim the Good News 

with humble hearts. 

True wisdom is knowing that Christ is already here 

among us, living and reigning in our hearts.  This wisdom 

comes to us from God whenever we take the time to slow 

down and to stay awake to the movement of God that takes 

shape in our own lives, in the life of the Church, and in all 

of God’s good creation.   

                                 Blessed Advent and Merry Christmas! 
                                                      Heidi+

Christ Is Among Us, Living  
And Reigning In Our Hearts 

(continued from page 1)Armor of Light 
        The night is far gone, the day is near.  
        Let us then cast off the works of darkness  
         and put on the armor of light.   
                  — Romans 13.12  

Confident that the Graceful One is coming—  

not in a shower of stars to startle empires  

but manger-humble— 

and coming any moment— 

be done with the hard armor of this world  

that disguises despair,  

that covers fear and self-doubt,  

the helmet of apathy and the breastplate  

of cynicism,  

the mail coat of not having to get involved,  

the shield of violence and domination.  

Instead let this be your only armor:  

that you shine with light,  

that you are clothed in the Beloved—  

not because it shields you from suffering  

but because it gives you courage to love.  

In this you yourself become  

a sign of the Coming,   

and indeed  

in this  

the Loving One  

comes. 

—Pastor Steve Garnaas-Holmes, November 29, 2019 

Footnote:  The author, Pastor Garnaas Holmes, writes  
daily reflections on his website, “Unfolding Light” that 
are rooted in a contemplative, creation-centered spiritu-
ality, often inspired by his daily walk in the woods. In 
poems, parables, psalms, thoughts and the odd weather 
report, he invites readers into a spirit of presence, com-
passion, justice and delight—for anyone who wants  
to be a part of God’s healing of the world. For more  
information visit: https://www.unfoldinglight.net 

VOICES FROM THE PEWS

§

2019 “Shining Our Light”  
Stewardship Campaign Update 

St. Luke’s “Ingathering Sunday” for the 2020 Stewardship 

Campaign took place on November 24th. As stated in the 

letter mailed to all members and friends in Christ, the theme 

of this year’s stewardship campaign is “Shining Our Light.” 

This theme reflects Matthew’s Gospel, Chapter 5:14-16: 

“You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be 
hid. Nor do men light a lamp and put it under a bushel, but 
on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house. Let your 
light so shine before others, that they may see your good 
works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven.”   

Yes, we the Church are “The light of the world.” We do 

shine our light for all to see for the glory of God. 

To date we have received 16 pledges totaling $43,110, 

and expect there will be more to follow. As a reminder, the 

Vestry needs to finalize the 2020 Budget at the December 

meeting so it is important to get your pledges or contrib-

utions in as soon as possible. We urge everyone to be gener-

ous and help St. Luke’s to continue to shine God’s light in 

our community and throughout the broader world. If you 

haven’t responded yet, please place you pledge card in the 

collection plate on Sunday or mail it to:  St. Luke’s Church, 

Attn. Pledge Treasurer, P. O. Box 8, Chester, VT 05143. 

Thank you all. —The 2020 Stewardship Committee. 
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§

Make A Gift Of Christmas Memorial 
Flowers For Loved Ones  

It has long been the tradition 

of our faithful altar guild 

members  to adorn the sanctu-

ary and nave at St. Luke’s 

Church with stunning red and 

creamy white poinsettia plants  

in preparation of celebrating 

the birth of Christ.  

Poinsettias are also called, 

“Christmas Star,” perhaps be-

cause the shape of the poinsettia flower and leaves are 

thought of as a symbol of the Star of Bethlehem which led 

the Wise Men to Jesus. It’s said that this winter flower’s  

association with Christmas comes from a Mexican legend. 

The story goes that a child, with no means for a grander gift, 

gathered humble weeds from the side of the road to place at 

the church altar on Christmas Eve. As the congregation  

witnessed a Christmas miracle, the weeds turned into bril-

liant red and green flowers. The red colored leaves symbol-

ize the blood of Christ. The white leaves represent his purity. 

The plant is named after Joel Roberts Poinsett, first United 

States ambassador to Mexico and the amateur botanist who 

introduced the plant to the U.S. in 1825. 

At St. Luke’s Church, members donate funds to purchase 

the poinsettia plants as memorials for departed loved ones 

or in special thanksgiving for family members and special 

friends. If you wish to participate in this lovely tradition 

send a check payable to: “St. Luke’s Church” with a memo, 

“Christmas Memorial Flowers” to: Eileen Widger, 7142 

Popple Dungeon Rd., N. Windham, VT 05143. The dead-

line date is December 15th.  Please include a list with the 

names of persons you wish to commemorate, PRINTED 
CLEARLY, and indicate whether the persons named are for a 

“Memorial—those who have died” or are a “Thanksgiving – 

for those still living. These names will be placed on a special 

insert in the Christmas Bulletins.

 Join Us For A Festival  
Of Lessons & Carols On  

Sunday, December 22 

We invite you to come  

and participate in the 

annual Festival of Advent & 

Christmas Lessons Carols 

service to be held  on Sunday 

afternoon, December 22, 4:00 

p.m. at St. Luke’s Episcopal 

Church in Chester. 

The Festival of Nine Les-

sons and Carols is possibly 

the best-known Christmas 

service in the Western world. 

The service celebrates the 

birth of Jesus by telling the 

story of the fall of humanity, 

the promise of the Messiah, 

and the birth of Jesus in a series of short readings from the 

Bible. The readings are interspersed with carols, choral 

music, and congregational singing of hymns.  The format 

was based on an Order drawn up by Edward White Benson, 

later Archbishop of Canterbury, but at that time Bishop of 

Truro, in Cornwall, for use on Christmas Eve (24 December) 

in 1880. Tradition says that he organized a 10 p.m. service 

on Christmas Eve in a temporary wooden shed serving as his 

cathedral and that a key purpose of the service was to keep 

men out of pubs on Christmas Eve. 

For many the Festival of Lesson & Carols is a very mov-

ing and spiritual experience.  Please plan to come and join 

us at St. Luke’s for this special service on Sunday, December 

22 at 4:00 p.m. and bring along a friend or neighbor as well.       

Wild Hope 

What keeps the wild hope of Christmas alive year after year 
in a world notorious for dashing all hopes is the haunting 
dream that the child who was born that day may yet be born 
again even in us. —Frederick Buechner

A Christian Symbol: 
Holly 

Holly was first used by  
pagans to decorate for 

the festival of Saturnalia. When 
Christians began celebrating 

Christmas in honor of Christ, theyadapted that dec-
orating practice to reflect Jesus’ life and death. 
Holly’s pointed leaves symbolize the crown of 
thorns and its red berries symbolize Christ’s blood 
shed on the cross. Because holly thrives and its 
berries retain their brilliance even in harsh winter 
conditions, non- Christians saw it as a symbol of 
eternity—which is fitting for Christians as well. 

Our Sincere Apology 
We apologize for an error made in the November LITS  

article on page 2 about Bishop Shannon’s visit to St. Luke’s 

Church. Bishop Shannon’s husband’s correct name is “Phil” 

(not Paul as was printed.) —Pat Fromberger, LITS Editor



§
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Continued reading at the top of the page.

November Vestry Meeting  
Highlights   

The focus of the November 13 Vestry Meeting was the 

2020 Budget.  Treasurer John DesLauriers submitted a 

draft budget.  Without cuts to Outreach donations and the 

basic expenses of heat and utilities, the only areas in which 

cuts in expenses can begin to be covered by income are in 

the fields of salaries and benefits.  In a discussion with staff 

from the Diocese, John discovered that health insurance is 

not required for a half-time rector who does not work more 

than 30 hours a week.  Since Heidi is in that category, qual-

ifies for Medicare as of January 2020, and there are many 

options for similar health coverage that is not as expensive 

as that run through the Diocese, Heidi is exploring those 

plans so she can be covered and the church can save a great 

deal of money.  That information and the results of the  

annual Pledge drive will be discussed at the December  

Vestry Meeting. 

Treasurer’s Report.  John DesLauriers reported that  

October was a good month for donations, so the deficit was 

smaller than usual, although the P&L accounting does not 

include for the month the amount that is due toward the prin-

cipal of the Diocesan loan – which actually makes the deficit 

larger.  Pledges have started to come in.  John has already 

withdrawn the approved $10,000 from Vanguard Funds and 

will have to withdraw more to cover the end-of-the-year ex-

penses, quarterly payment of loan from Diocese, and distri-

bution of Outreach donations done at this time of the year, 

etc.  Fortunately the market has been very good, so the Van-

guard balance is better than would be expected.   

Junior Warden’s Report.  Andrew Pennell reported that 

roof repair has been mainly done, and he will contact the 

company about a few tiles that still need replacing.  The 

church needs someone to shovel the walks.  Anyone with 

suggestions should contact Andrew. 

Rector’s Report.  Diocesan Council.  Heidi has agreed to 

commit to another 3-year term.  Worship Committee.  A 

meeting on November 9 discussed the season of Advent 

through Epiphany.  Family Center.  Heidi now volunteers 

there on Friday afternoons 1:00-4:00 p.m..  Institution of 

The Rev. Mary Robinson White.  Heidi will attend on No-

vember 22 in Arlington.  Greening of St. Luke’s.  Will gen-

erally take place on Saturday November 30.   

Old Business.  Stewardship.  Letters and pledge cards were 

mailed out on November 7.  In-Gathering is Sunday, No-

vember 24.  Online Giving.  The benefits and costs of charg-

ing to cards were discussed, but it did not seem worth the 

expense at the moment.  The advantages of UPromise and 

registering for Amazon Smile programs were discussed.  

John DesLauriers will register St. Luke’s for Amazon Smile 

(which will give a portion of Amazon sales to approved char-

ities at no cost to the purchaser), and Lillian Willis will write 

an article for LITS on how that can be done to benefit the 

church.  Bishop Shannon’s Visit to St. Luke’s.  All agreed 

it was a pleasant and positive experience. 

New Business.  Gift to Newly Ordained Reverend Eliza-

beth Assenza.  Elizabeth grew up in St. Luke’s, babysat, and 

was an acolyte and Sunday School teacher.  The Vestry voted 

to gift her $100 toward a new stole, and Lillian will write a 

note to go with the gift.  Vestry Outgoing Members.  Terms 

have expired for Andrew Pennell, Beth Salisbury, and Lillian  

Willis. Beth and Lillian are willing to stand for another  

3-year term.  Andrew will contact some parishioners who 

might be interested in serving  on the 2020 Vestry.  (Elections 

are held at the Annul Parish Meeting.) 

Next Vestry Meeting:  Tentatively set for December 17th, 

for Christmas Party at the Stone Hearth Inn.  

Respectfully submitted,  

Lillian Willis, Clerk 

Light Shines In The Darkness 

In Nepal, where blindness is prevalent due to under-funded 

medical care and a lack of eye doctors, ophthalmologist 

Sanduk Ruit has made it his mission to treat poor people. 

He’s performed more than 130,000 cataract surgeries to re-

store sight, sometimes walking for a week with surgical 

equipment in tow to reach patients. Dr. Ruit also found a way 

for replacement lenses to be made locally for less than $3 

each, rather than buying them internationally for 100 times 

as much. The physician brings healing to remote villages and 

celebrates “big eye-opening festivals” with people who 

“were blind yesterday, and … are seeing today.”  

At Christmas we celebrate the Word of God who came 

to live among us as Jesus, the light of the world. In countless 

ways since, God has brought light to those living in literal 

or figurative darkness.  

We celebrate people, such as Dr. Ruit and the 650 doctors 

he has trained, whom God uses to cause “light [to shine] in 

the darkness” (John 1:5).

Immanuel… “God With Us” 

Faith isn’t about knowing all of the right stuff or obeying 

a list of rules. It’s something more, something more costly 

because it involves being present and making a sacrifice. 

Perhaps that’s why Jesus is sometimes called Immanuel 

—“God with us.” I think that’s what God had in mind, for 

Jesus to be present, to just be with us. It’s also what he has 

in mind for us when it comes to other people 

                                                       —Bob Goff, Love Does

§
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Wonderful Unique Wreaths!  

Delighted participants left Willard Hall after the 2019 

wreath-decorating workshops.  Many of the returnees 

brought new friends and relatives to share in the fun.   One 

long-time regular, who hails from Connecticut, brought a fel-

low skier from Ludlow.  Another long-time participant from 

New Hampshire – who always contributes holly, winterberry, 

and unusual natural items – brought her niece and a neighbor.  

A new participant from Rutland was so excited by the quality 

of the wreath, choice of different materials, and the speed 

with which she created her personal wreath, that she dec-

orated an extra wreath for sale at the Christmas Tea.  

Without exception, all participants commented on the lus-

cious, stunning evergreen wreaths that were supplied and 

marveled at the incredible array of natural materials (and an 

increasing selection of more traditional, fancy ornaments) 

from which participants could choose to decorate their  

one-of-a-kind wreath. Special 

thanks go to Pat Fromberger for 

contributing juniper greens and 

loaning glue guns.  Enormous 

thanks go to amazing gardeners 

Nina and Don Huffer, who 

every year scout for new natural 

items (such as this year’s tiny 

gourds), grow many of the 

items, and contribute an as-

tounding variety of evergreens, 

seed pods, pine cones, and other 

natural elements—all meticu-

lously groomed and awaiting 

imaginative new uses.  Appre-

ciative thanks also go to Alison 

and John DesLauriers and 

David Willis for helping either 

with set-up and/or clean-up.  

Creative artists, as well as prac-

tical helpers, these stalwarts 

have endless talents. 

A number of people said that the lateness of Thanksgiving prevented their 

participation this year.  We hope they will be able to attend next year.  Because 

of the popularity of the program, and accumulation of supplies over the years, 

St. Luke’s is again able to send a $100 donation to the Chester Conservation 

Committee’s Youth Environmental Camp Scholarship Fund.  And, if three 

decorated wreaths sell at the Christmas Tea, we anticipate that the event will 

be able to add over $700 to the church’s General Fund.  

The 2020 calendars are out, so we encourage you to mark your calendars 

for the 2020 workshop dates of November 19-21.  That way you won’t miss 

this program that gets all participants into the holiday mood and encourages 

both new skills and new friendships.  If you’ve never done this before, we 

hope that you will join us in this truly joyous activity.  —Lillian Willis 

Above: Polly Montgomery’s creativity is displayed in this 
dramatic wreath with giant stars she cut from birch bark.  

Above: David Willis playfully peaking 
through his wreath, which traditionally 

contains some seashells.  

Photos at right: Martha Stretton and daugh-
ter, Betsy Stretton Adamovich (seen below) 
—continued their wreath-decorating tradi-
tion with imagination and talent.

(Photos on this page are courtesy Lillian Willis)
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2019 Warm Hands Warm 
Heart…A Huge Success!  

A hearty thank-you to all of the St. Luke’s Family for 

your donations of warm clothing and blankets to the 

“Warm Hands Warm Heart” winter clothing give-away. 

Thank you to the helpful elves who took donated items 

from St. Luke’s to the Congo Church.   

Fifty-eight anxious people were waiting in the cold 

outside the doors of the Chester Congregational Church 

on Friday at 10:00 a.m.  By the end of the day, 125 

“shoppers” had passed through those doors and left with 

arm loads of free winter finery and blankets.  Some items 

were held aside so that there would be ample inventory 

for the Saturday shoppers.  Saturday saw forty people  

at opening time and seventy-five shoppers throughout  

the day.   

Some estimates of items given away: 

•    200 take away snack bags (organized by Carla 

    Rumrill and 5 volunteers). 

•    Over 300 coats. 

•    75 blankets (they did not last past the first hour 

    each day). 

•    Hundreds of scarves, hats, gloves, mittens,  

    and socks. 

•    Hundreds of men’s and women’s sweaters, 

    sweatshirts, pants, fleece, vests, ski-wear 

    turtlenecks, boots and shoes. 

There was a good mix of shoppers who had  

attended previous events, and new shoppers. Nearly all 

were shopping for other family members and friends, so 

organizers estimate that over 600 people benefitted from 

the event. Darn Tough of Vermont donated 100 pairs of 

their socks.  

Thank you to all volunteers organizing food take 

away bags, sorting and displaying items, working during 

the event, and cleaning up.  Thank you to everyone who 

worked to make this world a kinder and more generous 

place to live. —Jane Davis 

About Our Place Drop-In Center 
In Bellows Falls 

Our Place Drop-in Center is 

another local recipient of St. 

Luke’s outreach funds.  Our Place 

has been serving the community 

surrounding Bellows Falls for  

almost 27 years.  It is a community 

meal site, food pantry and social 

service resource center, that serves 

hundreds of people each year.   

Our Place kitchen staff prepares nourishing meals 

with fresh food that is either donated or purchased from 

a variety of sources including local markets, farms and 

dairies, as well as the Vermont Foodbank.  For some  

recipients, eating at Our Place is one of the few social  

interactions in their daily lives.   

The food pantry is open 5 days a week and offers a 

selection of free groceries to an average of 160 different 

families.  In addition, Our Place delivers more than 40 

bags of assorted groceries each month to seniors and dis-

abled individuals in their service area (from Rockingham 

to Athens and south to Westminster).   

Our Place also serves as a center to provide infor-

mation about social services available in its service area 

and to help people navigate the complex social service 

system.   

Our Place Drop-In Center is open Monday-Friday 
from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
Breakfast is served 9:00 -10:30 a.m.. 
Lunch from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m..   

ALL ARE WELCOME.   

Our Place Food Pantry is open Monday-Friday  

9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. (Closed for lunch 11:30 a.m. to 

12:30 p.m..)   

Location:  4 Island Street, Bellows Falls, Vermont 

Phone: 1-802-463-2217. 
https://www.facebook.com/ 

The Outreach Corner

JANUARY LITS Deadline:      
   * DECEMBER 27th  

Send all articles, announcements, photos, etc. to:  
Pat Fromberger, 180 Gates Rd.,  

Andover, VT 05143 
Email:  panjoe@vermontel.net 

A Prayer 

Gather thou us together dispersed: and knit us together 

now jarring, and rent asunder with opinions: unite us 

whom hatred and enmity hath set us far at odds as can be. 

Let us all be of one mind, let us set our hearts all upon one 

thing, namely upon thee.—Richard Day (d.1584)
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§

St. Luke’s Financial Information 

Annual YTD % of  
OCT. 2019 YTD 2019 Budget Budget  

Pledge/Plate Income $ 8,060 $   57,039 $ 62,450          91.3% 
Other Oper. Income $ 147 $ 26,283 $ 29,625 88.7% 
Restricted Income $ 233 $ 1,846 $ 1,750 105.5% 
TOTAL INCOME $   8,440 $ 85,168 $ 93,825 90.8% 

Regular Expense $ 9,218 $ 93,475 $ 118,597          78.8% 
Restricted Expense $       198 $   2,928 $ 2,950 99.3%  
TOTAL EXPENSES $   9,416 $   96,403 $ 121,547          79.3% 

Net Ordinary Income/(loss) $  (976) $ (11,235)      $ *(24,195) 46.4% 

*Budget deficit figure does not include  
principal payments on Butterfield  
loan totaling $3,527 for 2019.  

After 10 months income and expense should be 83.3% of budget.  As you 

can see income is above budget and expenses below.  Pledge & Plate Income 

exceeded budget in October while expenses, for the month, were right on 

target. —John DesLauriers, Treasurer             

WEEKLY 

•  Lunch Bunch Book Study: 
Mondays, Noon-1:15PM in Willard Hall for bag 
lunch,sharing, discussion, and prayer. We are 
currently reading a book by Wm. Paul Young, 
entitled, “Lies We Believe About God.”  All are 
welcome to join us! 

• Mid-Week Morning Prayer and 
Adult Study: 

Wednesdays: Morning Prayer: 9:40AM;  and 
Adult Study 10:30AM in Willard Hall.  We are 
having informal Advent reflections through the  
remainder of December.  All are welcome to 
come join us. 

• St. Luke’s Church Choir: 
Wednesdays, 5:30PM-7:00PM in Willard Hall. 
Choir has resumed rehearsals and always  
welcomes new members.  If you have an inter-
est in singing with please contact Anne Good-
reau at annegoodreau@ gmail.com.  

LESS THAN WEEKLY 

•  Vestry Christmas Party: 
Tuesday, December 17th at the Stone Hearth Inn 
in Chester. Be sure to check the Sunday Bulletin 
announcements insert for final details. 
•  Advent/Christmas Service of  
   Lessons & Carols 
Sunday, December 22nd, 4:00PM at St. 
Luke’s Church. We to invite you, your friends 
& neighbors lovely traditional service. Read the 
article on page 3 for more details. 
•  Christmas Eve & Christmas  
   Day Services at St. Luke’s 
Tuesday, December 24th 6:30PM for Carol 
Singing; Christmas Eve Service begins at 
7:00PM.  Wednesday, December 25th, Christ-
mas Day Service at 10:00AM. No music. See 
the schedule on page 1 for complete details.

Meetings 
& Events

Please Save Cancelled Stamps & Card Fronts 

I’m making my annual appeal for everyone to save  

their cancelled stamps (domestic or foreign)—leaving 

enough paper around the stamp so that they can be neatly 

trimmed, ensuring that the stamp is undamaged. The 

stamps will go to charitable organizations. Also please 

save the fronts of any used greeting cards such as Christ-

mas, birthday, get well or otherwise.  These cards will be 

recycled into new cards. Please put both the stamps and 

card fronts in an envelope or a clear plastic bag and leave 

them on the table at the back of the church or hand them 

directly to me on any Sunday. [Note: Do not save scraps of ribbon or wrapping 

paper as they are no longer needed.]  Thank you! —Freddy Holden

DECEMBER
Small Packages, Great Things 

The motto for Hershey’s Kisses used to be “Big things come 

in small packages!” That also could be a motto for Beth-

lehem, for Baby Jesus and, indeed, for us. It’s an important 

message to remember when we fear we’re too weak to fix the 

world’s problems, too small to fight the gigantic terror that 

threatens a loved one or too lacking in abilities we see in others. 

“But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the 

little clans of Judah,” God declares through the prophet 

Micah (5:2, NRSV), “from you shall come forth for me one who is to rule in  

Israel.” Bethlehem was a mere village. God’s ruler for Israel started as an infant. 

His birthplace was a small stable, not a palace or temple. But size isn’t everything. 

Big—that is, great—things can come in small packages. And thanks to the tiny 

baby who grew up to share immeasurably huge love with the world, God can do 

great things through you, too!

Christmas Wonder 
I want to see into the heart of a thing … 
I want the God-given way of seeing life, 
not to possess and to control, but to 
stand back in wonder and gratitude.  
                               —Esther de Waal



WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
Dec. 1          I ADVENT  
  8:00 AM    Holy Eucharist, Rite I 
10:00 AM    Holy Eucharist, Rite I 

Dec. 8          II ADVENT  

  8:00 AM    Holy Eucharist, Rite I 
10:00 AM    Holy Eucharist, Rite II 

Dec.  15       III ADVENT  
  8:00 AM    Holy Eucharist, Rite I 
10:00 AM    Holy Eucharist, Rite II 

Dec.  22       IV ADVENT  

  8:00 AM    Holy Eucharist, Rite I 
10:00 AM    Holy Eucharist, Rite II 
  4:00 PM    Advent/Christmas Lessons & Carols 

Dec. 29        I CHRISTMAS  
  8:00 AM    Holy Eucharist, Rite I 
10:00 AM    Holy Eucharist, Rite II 

            

 St. Luke’s Episcopal Church 

The Rev. Heidi L. Edson, Rector 
313 Main Street,  Chester, VT 05143  •  Office Phone:  875-6000 
stlukes@vermontel.net   •   www.stlukesepiscopalvt.org 

St. Luke’s Church is handicapped accessible.

“St. Luke’s  

is an  

intentional  

Christian  

community,  

deepening faith  

and  

broadening  

love.”

DECEMBER 
CELEBRATIONS 

Birthdays: 

2      Andrew Pennell              22     Michael Fromberger 

5      Ellie Pennell                     24    Noah Jones 

7      Janice Fielder                   26     Alyce Meyer-Fielder 

7      Bonnie Watters               26     Sanford Johnson 

14    Alison DesLauriers        27     Cindy Roundy-Winston 

15     Pat Cherry 

15     Gene Garvey 

17    Brad Dunbar 

20   Tom Widger 

Anniversaries: 

None

See complete 
Advent & 
Christmas 
Worship 
Schedule  
on page 1

How do your gifts and talents 
bless the people around you? 
Even the smallest acts of service 
and kindness can change people’s 
lives forever.—Forward Day By 
Day, 12/13/17


