
Ligh  in the Shadows
SEPTEMBER 2019

 “Let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven.” Matt. 5: 16

Continued on page 2

Don’t Miss the Blessing of  
The Animals On October 5 & 6 

Big or small. Black or white. Male or female. Dog or cat. 

Old or young. Rev. Heidi loves celebrating Saint Francis 

of Assisi on the side lawn of St. Luke’s. This year’s favorite 

event will be held Saturday, October 5 at 11:00 a.m. and 

Sunday, October 6, at 4:00 p.m. There will be blessings by 

Rev. Heidi, Saint Francis medals, and treats for both any  

animals or humans. Spread the word and share the joy of 

these special companions in our everyday lives. 

The son of a merchant, 

Francis was born at Assisi, 

Italy in 1181.  After receiv-

ing a vision from God, Fran-

cis left the family business to 

follow God in a life of pov-

erty.  Joined by companions, 

Francis founded the order of 

Friars Minor that was ap-

proved by Pope Innocent III.  

Saint Francis is often por-

trayed in art as a caring fig-

ure for animals, yet his influence was also noted in his poetry 

and in his music composition, Canticle of the Sun.1  

It is our hope here at St. Luke’s to emphasize the value 

of all animals in our daily lives around the world.  Our loyal 

animal companions are given us by our Creator God to teach 

us humans how to better love and serve one another.     

All animals are invited to attend this Blessing together!  
1 Giorgi, Rosa. Saints: A Year in Faith and Art.  
Harry N. Abrams. New York, NY. c. 2005. 

Looking Ahead To The  
Season of Fall 

“But when you are invited, go and sit down at the lowest 
place, so that when your host comes, he may say to you, 

“Friend, move up higher...”.  [Luke 14:10a] 

This summer, the St. Luke’s 

Chester family managed to keep 

quite busy with outreach endeavors 

and community-building activities.  

Now with the August Supper behind 

us, we look forward to what God has 

in store for us this month as we begin 

the Fall season.   

September promises to be a busy 

month for us beginning with the pan-

cake breakfast St. Luke’s will be 

hosting during the annual Chester Fall Festival.  Plans are 

already underway.  This festival each year draws many  

visitors to Chester and St. Luke’s plays a significant role in 

welcoming all the people.   

A second event taking 

place later on in September 

this year will be the ordina-

tion and consecration of our 

11th bishop of The Episcopal 

Church in Vermont.  What a 

wonderful and festive cele-

bration this will be as we 

welcome The Rev’d Dr. 

Shannon MacVean-Brown to 

be our Shepherd here in Ver-

mont.  I am so pleased that 

several of our members here 

at St. Luke’s will play an ac-

tive role in this celebration of 

a new ministry. Hundreds of 

people, both clergy and lay 

will be coming to Burlington.  

Our own Presiding Bishop 

Michael Curry will be offici-

ating the Service. 

In the verse quoted above, 

“Looking ahead to the 
Fall Festival and  
the Installation of 

Bishop-elect Shannon, 
we can take joy that  

we have a “place  
at the table” for both  

of these events.  Let us 
in humility serve well 
the role we have been 

given by God, not  
seeking the honor for 

ourselves but for  
God, alone.”    

—Rev. Heidi L. Edson    

“Boston” Widger                      “Flagler” Watters
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Jesus is giving a parable about the seating arrangement at a 

wedding banquet.  As with today, a big part of planning and 

executing a formal or celebratory occasion was to make 

room for the honored guests at the table.  Luke’s Gospel tells 

us that Jesus was taking note of the seating arrangement at 

the Sabbath meal he attended that was hosted by a religious 

leader.  What He noticed was that the honored guests took 

the place near the host leaving the lower places for the less-

honored guests. 

Looking ahead to the Fall Festival and the Installation of 

Bishop-elect Shannon, we can take joy that we have a “place 

at the table” for both of these events.  Let us in humility serve 

well the role we have been given by God, not seeking the 

honor for ourselves but for God, alone.  When we willingly 

offer our place at the banqueting table to a stranger, we just 

might hear God telling us to “move up higher for there is 

plenty of room for all at the Table.” 

                                                            Blessings, 

                                                            Heidi+ 

Looking Ahead To The  

Season of Fall 
(continued from page 1)Although this is may not be a voice from the pews, 

someone from our parish (we don’t know who), posted 

this wisdom-filled 17th century prayer on the bulletin 

board in Willard Hall some time ago. Janet Hunter re-

cently brought it to my attention again and we agreed 

it worth sharing with our LITS readers.   

17th Century Nun’s Prayer1 

LORD, Thou knowest better than I know 
myself that I am growing older and will 

some day be old. Keep me from the fatal 
habit of thinking I must say something on 
every subject and on every occasion. Release 
me from craving to straighten out every-
body’s affairs. Make me thoughtful but not 
moody: helpful but not bossy. With my vast 
store of wisdom, it seems a pity not to use it 
all, but Thou knowest Lord that I want a few 
friends at the end. 

KEEP MY MIND FREE from the recital of end-
less details; give me wings to get to the point. 
Seal my lips on my aches and pains. They 
are increasing, and love of rehearsing them 
is becoming sweeter as the years go by. I  
dare not ask for grace enough to enjoy the  
tales of others’ pains, but help me to endure 
them with patience. 

I DARE NOT ASK for improved memory, but 
for a growing humility and a lessing cock- 
sureness when my memory seems to clash 
with the memories of others. Teach me  
the glorious lesson that occasionally I may 
be mistaken. 

KEEP ME REASONABLY SWEET; I do not want 
to be a Saint—some of them are so hard to 
live with—but a sour old person is one of the 
crowning works of the devil. Give me the 
ability to see good things in unexpected 
places, and talents in unexpected people. 
And, give me, O Lord, the grace to tell  
them so.  Amen. 
1 The title of this prayer is traditional, the source  
is unknown.

VOICES FROM THE PEWS

Altar Flowers Appeal 

We have several “open” Sun-

days for Remembrances for 

the Altar flowers. These can be  

in memory of a loved one or a 

thanksgiving. For only $25 you 

get to be mentioned during the 

worship services and in the an-

nouncement bulletin and have  

the lovely flowers to take home. 

Thanksgivings can be recognizing 

the birth of a baby (maybe a new 

grandchild), an achievement, re-

covery from an illness, wedding 

anniversary, or anything that you 

are thankful for. To “claim” a  

Sunday, all you have to do is make out a check to St. Luke’s 

Church with “memorial flowers” in the memo portion, and 

place it in the offertory plate [or mail it to St. Luke’s Church, 

P. O. Box 8, Chester, VT 05143].  Also please let Pat From-

berger know (in advance) the names and Sunday(s) you wish 

to reserve as she maintains the master list.  By recognizing 

someone dear to you, you are also supporting a local busi-

ness as we are now getting flowers from the newly opened 

flower shop in the Chester Hardware.  

                           —Eileen Widger, Altar Guild Directress

§



Light in the Shadows                                                                                                          September 2019 (page 3)

Baby Grand Behr Bros. & Co. 
Piano Gifted To St. Luke’s 

Lynn and John Russell of Goldthwaite Road in Chester 

recently donated their Behr baby grand piano to St. 

Luke’s.  The Russells do not play and wanted to give the 

piano a good home where it would be used and appreciated. 

Don Dalton of Smokeshire Piano Service checked the 

piano out prior to the gift and then tuned the piano after  

its move to the church.  

Dalton thought the piano 

had good tone in spite of 

not having been tuned in 

many years.  His tuning 

raised the pitch of the 

notes a bit, but it will 

take time for the piano to 

get used to its new environment—a task complicated by the 

fact that the church is not heated in the winter.  

At this moment, though, Anne Goodreau, our church  

musician,  is pleased with the piano’s tone and action.   She 

says it “fits like a glove.”  And indeed it does fit beautifully 

into the place formerly occupied by the electronic keyboard.  

A brief dedication of the instrument will take place at 

both the 8:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. services on September 8.   

The Russells will likely attend the 10:00 a.m. service.  At 

both services Anne will play a prelude and postlude on the 

piano to celebrate the gift that should greatly enhance our 

worship experience while also offering the possibility of  

future piano concerts. 

The parishioners and Vestry of St. Luke’s thank the Rus-

sells for their generosity and additionally for their gracious 

and helpful attitude in both the examination and moving of 

the piano to St. Luke’s. —Lillian Willis 

§

More About Behr Bros. Pianos 

The piano we’ve re-

ceived at St. Luke’s is 

a Behr Brothers piano, 

made in New York City by 

Henry and Edward Behr. 

The brothers were German 

immigrants and experi-

enced piano makers who 

formed the company in 

1884. They made upright, 

grand, and player pianos 

for thirty years before being 

absorbed by another com-

pany, who continued to 

manufacture them until the 

1950’s. Despite having a 

prodigious output, Behr pianos were known for their beau-

tiful sound and careful construction. Not only were they 

some of the finest pianos at the time, because of this great 

care in construction they have also stood the test of time. 

They had several endorsements from artists and composers 

as well as top prizes at several world’s fairs. 

It is wonderful to have such a remarkable piano to use in 

the 21st century. We are blessed to have it in our midst. 

                                                           —Anne Goodreau

Happy Birthday To… 
And For…You! 

Birthdays are unique because they celebrate who someone 
is, not what they’ve done. Henri Nouwen wrote, “It is 

more important to celebrate a birthday than a successful 
exam, a promotion or a victory. Because to celebrate a birth-
day means to say to someone, ‘Thank you for being you.’ ... 
On a birthday we do not say, ‘Thanks for what you did, or 
said, or accomplished.’ No, we say, ‘Thank you for being 
born and being among us.’”  

To rejoice over someone purely for who they are is an 
echo of God’s joy over us. Some families celebrate “baptism 
birthdays” (anniversaries) by lighting candles, sharing scrip-
ture and prayer, perhaps looking at photos and recounting 
stories of that milestone event that marked the beginning of 
their faith life.  

On a birthday, said Nouwen, “we lift someone up and let 
everyone say, ‘We love you.’” In baptism, God lifts us to 
his very heart and declares, “You are my precious child. I 
love you.”

“God is not out there or back there or yet to be, but hidden in 
the most ordinary things of our ordinary lives.”  
                                                              —Sallie McFague



§
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Continued reading at the top the page.

Highlights From The August  
Vestry Meeting  

The Focus of the August 14 Vestry Meeting was threefold:  

Altar Guild, Music, and Worship.   

•   Altar Guild:  Eileen Widger, Altar Guild Directress, gave 

several updates.  

Candles.  The church will purchase oil-filled altar candles 

at $158 per pair, plus bottles of oil at 4 bottles for $53, to 

gain anticipated savings over the present cost of 12 tapers @ 

$69.95 with a high shipping cost of $9.50 per box.   

Altar Flowers.  Now that Chester Hardware has opened 

up a floral section and will provide flowers at the same $25 

rate for two arrangements that Chester Flowers did, Eileen 

will try placing orders there. This summer flowers some-

times came from parishioners’ gardens. There are several 

openings for people to fund thanksgiving or memorial 

flowers, and Eileen will publicize those opportunities in the 

Sunday bulletin and LITS.  

Silver Service.  Re-plating is needed, and Eileen will seek 

a benefactor.  

Altar Guild Members.  There is an opening for one more 

member to join Eileen, Anita Wright, Jane Davis, Marcia 

Clinton, and Janet Hunter.  Anyone interested should speak 

with Eileen. 

•   Music: Vestry members feel the recent chosen hymns are 

appealing and like the faster, more uplifting tempo.  Anne 

Goodreau will be playing a prelude and postlude at both 

services on September 8 at the dedication of the Behr piano, 

which Anne likes very much.  The Vestry is most grateful to 

Lynn and John Russell of Chester for their donation of the 

piano.  On behalf of the Vestry and parishioners, Lillian will 

draft a formal thank-you letter to them 

•   Worship:  A suggestion was made that the Vestry con-

sider having only one service each Sunday at 9:00 a.m..  

Long-time Vestry members recalled past attempts at one 

service, although usually only during the summer.  During 

that time several parishioners went elsewhere rather than  

attend the later service, and others felt 9:00 a.m. was too 

early.  In Spring 2020 the Vestry may reconsider the proposal 

to try one 9:00 a.m. service with music and alternation  

between Rite I and Rite II for the summer season.  All  

parishioners are encouraged to make a point of welcoming 

newcomers at services.  

•   Treasurer’s Report.  Treasurer, John DesLauriers re-

ported that income was up in June due to $6,100 from the 

Plant Sale and to quarterly income from the Rectory Invest-

ment Fund, although the 15% of each monthly income due 

to the Diocese lessened the results.  John signed a new heat-

ing contract for 1500 gallons, the same amount as last year 

but at a gallon price of $2.74, down from the $2.899 paid 

last year. The August Supper netted $1,221.75; good weather 

and not having to rent tents made a big difference to the 

bottom line.  John also made a temporary repair to the steps 

down to Willard Hall in advance of the August Supper.  

(Thank you, John.)  Restricted Funds.  John is working from 

a 2013 list in the Annual Report and old figures from  

Kathryn Wright in a continuing effort to define amounts in 

each of a long list of restricted funds.  

•   Old Business.  Mutual Ministry Review (MMR).  Heidi 

spoke with Lynn Bates, who will set up a date for the annual 

review in February.  Review of Heidi’s Letter of Agreement.  

John DesLauriers, Marti Assenza, and Heidi will meet on 

August 27 at 10:00 a.m. to update Heidi’s letter of agree-

ment.  They will bring the draft to the next Vestry meeting.  

Stewardship.  The committee consists of Marti, Janet, and 

Andrew Pennell.  A draft letter for LITS, necessary changes 

to pledge cards, and updating of the appeal list will be  

discussed at the September Vestry Meeting, where Steward-

ship will be the focus. 

•   New Business: Consecration and Ordination of Bishop 

Shannon on September 28 at UVM.  Heidi would like to 

know who is interested in attending and in carrying a  

St. Luke’s banner.  If enough people are interested, an 8-pas-

senger van can be hired.  Sexton Position.  James Salisbury 

trained with the Watters on Saturday, August 10 and will re-

place Bonnie and Lew on the payroll starting as of Saturday 

August 17.  We Care Box.  Marjorie Carey checks after the 

8:00 a.m. service and Janet Hunter after the 10:00 a.m..  The 

Pastoral Care Committee will email any help needs to the 

Vestry.  Pancake Breakfast on September 21.  The Careys 

are heading the effort.  Pancakes, sausages, maple syrup, top-

pings, juice, coffee, and tea will be served on the side lawn 

at $5 per plate.  Three pop-up tents (2 from the church, 1 

from John) will be erected.  Lillian offered to send David 

notes, prices from last year, and previous PR.    

•   Next Vestry Meeting:  September 11, 2019.  

                                                     Respectfully submitted,  

                                                     Lillian Willis, Clerk 

Let Your Light Shine Before Others 

It’s difficult to “let your light shine before others” if you 
have a hard time believing you have light to give. If you 

show a hint of breaking out of your shell, someone might 
say you’re “getting too big for your britches.” But Christ 
looks beyond our self-imposed limits, giving us permission 
to know our worth—we are children of God. What we do 
can never be too big because it reflects well on God and, in 
ways large and small, improves the lives of others. Carry 
yourself as a child of God. Let your light shine and soon 
you’ll see there is enough radiance to not only light a house, 
but also the world.” 

                     —Forward Day By Day, September 22, 2017 

“
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OCTOBER LITS Deadline:      
  SEPT. 27th  

Send all articles, announcements, photos, etc. to:  
Pat Fromberger, 180 Gates Rd.,  

Andover, VT 05143 
Email:  panjoe@vermontel.net 

+

New Fall Mid-Week Study  
To Begin on September 18th 

To kick off the Fall Season this 

year, the Mid-Week Study 

program will be reading a book 

by Wm. Paul Young entitled, 

“Lies We Believe About God.”  A 

non-fiction work, this book draws 

from Young’s three well-known  

of Young’s novels, “The Shack”, 

“Cross Roads” and “Eve”, to help 

answer common and mislead be-

liefs many of us hold as Chris-

tians.  Some of the issues of faith 

Young addresses in his book in-

clude these chapter titles:  “God is good.  I am not.”, “Hell 

is separation from God”, and “The Cross was God’s idea.”   

As it so happens, the Lunch Bunch Book Group that 

meets on Mondays will also be reading this book.  This is a 

happy coincidence.  Each chapter in Young’s book, “Lies We 

Believe About God,” is well-written and gives plenty of 

“food for thought.”  Written with the goal of fostering mean-

ingful and deep conversation, there will be plenty of things 

to explore in each chapter that cannot be fully explored with 

only one review of the chapter.  So, even if you are already 

committed to the Lunch Bunch or vice-versa, to the Mid-

Week Study, consider also attending the other group for more 

insight and a richer discussion.      

The Mid-Week Study Group will begin on Wednesday, 

the September 18th, from 10:30 a.m. to 11:45 a.m.  in  

Willard Hall. We usually arrive a few minutes earlier and 

enjoy tea with snacks and other treats.  This Study is infor-

mal—just us and the book.  The goal of this Study is to come 

to know God better as we come to know one another a little 

better. —Heidi+ 
About the author:  William Paul Young was born in Canada 

and raised in the highlands of New Guinea where his parents 

served as missionaries.  He is the author of the New York 

Times bestsellers The Shack, Cross Roads, and Eve.  Wm Paul 

Young currently lives with his family in the Pacific Northwest 

where he enjoys the “wastefulness of grace.”  (*bio taken from 

the back cover of “Lies we believe about God”)

Pastoral Care And Love… 
                     A Plus                      

As we move into week five of  Lew’s open heart 
surgery, recovery and total independence, we can 

only say we could not have done it without family, 
neighbors but most especially without St. Luke’s 
friends and caregivers. We enjoyed the prepared meals, 
rides, flowers, fresh fruit, gift certificates for food, and 
greeting cards—thirteen of  them.  

Special thanks go to the team who cleaned and 
made our first floor ready for home recovery. And a 
special thanks to Heidi for her visits. 

                                  
Blessings one and all,  

                                  Lew, Bonnie and family 

Items Needed! Sixth Annual 
Sale-On-The-Screen To Start Soon 

The official end of summer this year is September 23.  

The end of summer also means fall colors, a crispness 

in the air, as well as many seasonal events including the  

St. Luke’s Sale-On-The Screen.  So in anticipation of the 

changing seasons, please consider what items you would like 

to unburden yourself from that might be offered for sale in 

this annual fundraising event.  As always good clean, work-

ing items are welcome.  If you’re not using it here’s your 

chance to let it go to a good cause.    

So once again here is how it works. You contact myself 

(John DesLauriers) and let me know what you have. I will 

need digital photos of the item(s) and a description (which I 

can do if necessary). I will then list the items on line for sale. 

So look around and contact me in person, by phone, text, or 

email. Sale will run starting mid-September through October.  

All proceeds go to the church general fund. 

                 Many thanks!  

                 John at 802-558-1708 or jdesl2020@gmail.com 

Maybe instead of waiting for a sense of God’s love to wash 
over us, we should live as if it’s really, profoundly, completely, 
and concretely true—that we are beloved and forgiven, that 
it’s right for us to have tender and forgiving hearts. And maybe 
be living into that kind of radical truth, we can spread the 
kindness of Jesus everywhere we go. 
                              —Forward Day By Day, August 9, 2015.
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Update On Chester/Andover 
Family Center Outreach 

The Food Pantry gets its budget from the Chester/ 

Andover thrift Shop. All donations go into a gen-

eral fund mostly supported by the Thrift Shop itself. 

With this money the Food Shelf buys supplies from 

the Vermont Foodbank in Battleboro. Some foods  

are bought at a very low cost while some of the food 

is free. It also buys meats from Lisai’s, other products 

from Dollar General and Thomas Dairy for milk and 

dairy products. They do get donations from Shaws 

which sometimes includes frozen meats and bread  

products but it is sporadic and except for breads, one 

does not know in advance what will be in the dona-

tions. They try very hard to give healthy foods and in 

the summer and in the Fall they receive fresh produce 

from local farms which is great. They would love to 

receive non-perishable food donations which are  

low-fat, low-sodium and low-sugar. 

Foods that are too expensive to buy are flour, sugar, 

coffee, hot chocolate, tea, butter, baking mixes and 

ingredients, these are donations only. Hygienic pro-

ducts like paper towels, plastic wrap, napkins, tooth 

brushes are always needed. Please, always take the 

extra toothbrushes from the dentist. All donations are 

so gratefully received. 

Thanks so much for all the donations that St. 

Luke’s parishioners have given and continue to give.  

“WHATEVER you do for the least of these you do 

unto me.” 
                                —Marjorie Carey 
                                Outreach Committee Member 

The Outreach Corner Back To School Collection… 
Another Success! 

On Monday morning, August 12th, twelve volunteers 

(see photos below) scurried around Willard Hall col-

lecting the items needed to fill the backpacks for K-3, 4-6,  

7-9 and 10-12 grades.  In less than 2 hours the packs were 

zipped up, tagged with the message “filled with love from St. 

Luke’s Church, Chester” and roped together for delivery.  89 

was the magic number of backpacks. A shopping trip was nec-

essary to complete all the items required for the age appropri-

ate backpacks.  $212.53 was spent from the PINS treasury. 

At the Department of Child and Family Services in 

Springfield the staff who helped carry in the load were 

amazed at the number of backpacks and all the school items 

inside them.   I was told that the kids, who are foster kids or 

from families in crisis, are anticipating the back to school 

picnic held at a state park each year. They are excited and 

already asking if there would be backpacks for them again!  

The social worker said that when each kid gets a backpack 

they tear through it to see all the new school supplies that 

they received. 

“St. Luke’s congregation has really made a difference in 

the lives of so many of our children.  Thank you for all the 

work you do” said our liaison, MaryJo Trask, Recruitment 

and Retention Specialist for Foster Care, in a thank you 

email.  So, I pass that on to everyone who donated backpacks 

and school items, and I thank you all for your support of this 

annual project.   Your generosity is outstanding. 

The back-to-school backpack collection is one of the 

projects of PINS (Partners in Service), an annual outreach 

program of St. Luke’s Church.  A vehicle for putting faith in 

action, PINS projects and requests can involve the entire 

congregation in reaching out to vulnerable children in their 

communities who are often victims of neglect, abuse and 

family stress.—Marcia Clinton 

[Below: St. Luke’s volunteers packed 89 backpacks!]
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§

St. Luke’s Financial Information 

Annual YTD % of  
July 2019 YTD 2019 Budget Budget  

Pledge/Plate Income $ 8,431 $   41,002 $ 62,450          65.7% 
Other Oper. Income $ 423 $ 18,372 $ 29,625 62.0% 
Restricted Income $ 360 $ 1,453 $ 1,750 83.0% 
TOTAL INCOME $   9,214 $ 60,827 $ 93,825 64.8% 

Regular Expense $ 10,022 $ 65,218 $ 118,597          55.0% 
Restricted Expense $       150 $   2,035 $ 2,950 69.0%  
TOTAL EXPENSES $ 10,172 $   67,253 $ 121,547          55.3% 

Net Ordinary Income/(loss) $  (958) $ (6,426)       $ *(24,195) 26.6% 

*Budget deficit figure does not include  
principal payments on Butterfield  
loan totaling $3,527 for 2019.  

Having completed seven months income and expense should be at 58%.  

Pledge income for July was well above the monthly budget number helping 

to drive the Pledge and Plate Income, as well as Total Income, to exceed 

budget YTD (65.7 and 64.8 respectively).  Total Expense is running just 

below budget at 55.3%. —John DesLauriers, Treasurer             

WEEKLY 

•  Lunch Bunch Book Study: 
Mondays, Noon-1:15PM in Willard Hall for bag 
lunch,sharing, discussion, and prayer. This 
month we are beginning a new book by Wm. 
Paul Young, entitled, “Lies We Believe About 
God.”  All are welcome to join us! 

• Mid-Week Morning Prayer and 
Adult Study: 

Wednesdays: Morning Prayer: 9:40AM;  and 
Adult Study 10:30AM in Willard Hall.  We will 
begin a new study on September 18th using a 
book entitled, ‘Lies We Believe About God” by 
Wm. Paul Young (author of The Shack.) Contact 
Heidi if you have an interest in joining us. For 
more details read the article on page 5. All are 
welcome to come join us. 

• St. Luke’s Church Choir: 
Wednesdays, 5:30PM-7:00PM in Willard Hall. 
Choir has resumed rehearsals and always  
welcomes new members.  If you have an inter-
est in singing with please contact Anne Good-
reau at annegoodreau@ gmail.com.  

LESS THAN WEEKLY 

•  St. Luke’s Vestry Meeting: 
Wednesday, September 11th in Willard Hall. 6:30 
PM or gathering for Scripture Reflection; Regu-
lar Meeting Agenda begins at 7:00PM. The 
focus topic will be “Stewardship.” Any church 
member is welcome to attend these meetings. 

•  St. Luke’s Fall Festival  
  Pancake Breakfast: 

Saturday September 21st 8:30 AM-10:30AM on 
the side lawn at St. Luke’s Church. $5.00 per 
plate. Children 4 yrs. and under free. See article 
on this page for more details. (In case of rain we 
will serve breakfast in Willard Hall.)  

•  Sale-On-The Screen: 
September thru October:  Please consider 
what items you would like to unburden yourself 
from that might be offered for sale in this annual 
fundraising event.  As always good clean, work-
ing items are welcome. Contact John DesLau-
riers 802-558-1708 or jdesl2020@gmail.com 

Meetings & Events

Pancake Breakfast Saturday September 21 

Get an early start on Chester’s Fall Festival or take 

a delicious break amid shopping or sightseeing 

with friends by enjoying a Pancake Breakfast, 

served 8:30-10:30 a.m. on Saturday, September 21 

at St. Luke’s. The mouth-watering menu features 

homemade pancakes, sausage, toppings, real maple 

syrup, juice, and hot beverages with continuous table 

seating on the lawn of the church—with Chester’s famous Fall Festival nearby on 

the Village Green.  If weather is rainy, breakfast will be inside Willard Hall.  Cost is 

$5 per plate, but is free for children age 4 and under.  No reservations are necessary.  

Just come, and invite friends and neighbors to this tasty opportunity. What a lovely 

way to start the day. For more information or if you wish to help out, please contact 

David Carey at 875-4235 or by email: davidcareyvermont@gmail.com

Stop The Hopping 

A church is an imperfect mix of imperfect believers, so it’s easy for members 
to find faults or feel disappointed. That, in turn, may tempt us to shop around.  

C.S. Lewis addresses that in The Screwtape Letters. “If a man can’t be cured 
of churchgoing,” Screwtape advises his demon protégé, “the next best thing is to 
send him all over the neighborhood looking for the church that ‘suits’ him until 
he becomes a taster or connoisseur of churches.” How Satan must hate when 
Christians maintain long-term commitment to one church!  

The urge to church-hop harms congregations as well as believers. “Spiritual 
depth isn’t fostered by satiating your sense of felt needs,” writes James Emery 
White. “It’s receiving a balanced diet of teaching and challenge, investing in  
service and mission, living in community and diversity that you probably would 
not select for yourself.” 



SEPTEMBER 
CELEBRATIONS 

Birthdays: 

2      Lynda Farmer                       23     Beth Salisbury 
7      Thomas Guerra                    26     Eileen Widger 
7      Jim Sullivan                            28     Leona Hensel-Whalen 
11      Jim Kowalski                         29     Marcia Clinton 
11     Sean Whalen                          29     Walter Rich  
15     Al Haumann                           

21     Deb Brown 

Anniversaries: 

4      Jim & Anne Kowalski 

18     Gregory & Betsy Adamovich 

19    James & Beth Salisbury 

21    Andrew & Ellie Pennel

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
Sept. 1         XII PENTECOST (Proper 17) 
  8:00 AM    Holy Eucharist, Rite I 
10:00 AM    Holy Eucharist, Rite II 

Sept. 8         XIII PENTECOST (Proper 18) 

  8:00 AM    Holy Eucharist, Rite I 
10:00 AM    Holy Eucharist, Rite II 

Sept.  15      XIV PENTECOST (Proper 19) 
  8:00 AM    Holy Eucharist, Rite I 
10:00 AM    Holy Eucharist, Rite II 

Sept.  22      XV PENTECOST (Proper 20) 

  8:00 AM    Holy Eucharist, Rite I 
10:00 AM    Holy Eucharist, Rite II 

Sept. 29       XVI PENTECOST (Proper 21) 
  8:00 AM    Holy Eucharist, Rite I 
10:00 AM    Holy Eucharist, Rite II 

            

 St. Luke’s Episcopal Church 

The Rev. Heidi L. Edson, Rector 
313 Main Street,  Chester, VT 05143  •  Office Phone:  875-6000 
stlukes@vermontel.net   •   www.stlukesepiscopalvt.org 

St. Luke’s Church is handicapped accessible.

“St. Luke’s  

is an  

intentional  

Christian  

community,  

deepening faith  

and  

broadening  

love.”

God loves. God forgives. God em-
braces. All this comes not from our 
earning it, but from God’s initiative.  
—Forward Day By Day, 10/20 19


