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 “Let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven.” Matt. 5: 16

Continued on page 2

Welcoming Strangers in Our Midst 

“You shall love the alien as yourself, for you were 
aliens in the land of Egypt...” [Lev. 19:34b] 

St. Luke’s annual August Supper 

this year was a huge success.  I 

am not talking about the money we 

raised or the number of people who 

came to this event.  What made this 

Supper this year special (for me, at 

least) was the opportunity I had of 

dining with my colleague friend and 

his wife plus five Honduran immi-

grants under the tent.  The Hondurans 

spoke little English and I spoke even 

less Spanish.  But that didn’t stop us from enjoying each 

other’s company as we ate and conversed the best we could.  

(See photo on page 2) 

The time with the Hondurans that evening triggered  

a memory of when I went back to my native country of  

Germany as a naturalized American. Despite all the  

preparations I had made 

especially in becoming re-

acquainted with my native 

language, for almost a 

whole year, when I landed 

on Germany’s soil, I felt  

I was in a foreign land. I 

wondered if I would be  

welcomed here. Indeed,  

I was warmly welcomed, 

nevertheless it would take 

almost a year for me to 

feel fully integrated. 

As I sat with this won-

derful gathering at the  

August Supper, I couldn’t 

help but wonder what was 

going on in the minds and 

hearts of our Honduran 

guests.  Did they feel wel-

comed here in our country? Given our current refugee and 

immigration policies in the U.S., I also wondered if they had 

“Our experiences freely 
shared points us to the 
uniqueness we have in 
Christ.  It is our very  

diversity that unites and 
enriches us.  The verse in 
Leviticus quoted above 
(please also read verse 33)  
reminds us that our true 

home is not here on earth.  
Our true home is located 
in the heart of God where 

everyone may come.”    
—Rev. Heidi L. Edson    

The 81st August Supper  
Is A Legacy 

One of the best factors was there was no rain, just sun. 

So the supper on the lawn was under God’s rainbow. 

Here are the figures. We raised about $1,450.  Of that, $1,200 

was dinner tickets, $170 was contributions for the three 

meats and $111 was leftover sales on Sunday morning, 

thanks to great packaging and labeling by the Widgers. There 

were about eighty-five guests—eighty adults and five chil-

dren. Of those thirty were St. Luke’s folks and fifty guests, 

many returning for years. Twenty-five of them came from 

our post card reminder. Why do we know this? I was the 

greeter and Lew was the rover. We connected. 

Food contributors came to over twenty, some doing three 

desserts. The team of helpers were about fifteen. Doug and 

his team of six canopies (Doug, Malcolm, and John D) put 

ups and take downs (bye-bye tents, hello profit) which in-

cluded James, Gene, and David. These guys with Heidi did 

tables and chairs as well. Some guests helped with cleanup.  

Eileen and Marcia did the adored flower arrangements.   

Marcia and Beth served the dessert table. Newcomers Col-

leen and Gene subbed for them. Marjorie hosted the banquet 

table with help from Anita. Belinda was the super runner.  

Eileen and Tom managed the kitchen operation splendidly. 

and also provided 71⁄2 pounds of potato salad, and Tom did 

most the carving. And Anita, Lew and Pat are thanked for 

turkey roasting. David Carey was the ticket seller, most sold  

Continued on page 3
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Welcoming Strangers  
in Our Midst 

(continued from page 1)

§

friends or family members seeking a better life whom 

our country forbade from entering.      

What I can proudly say is that the St. Luke’s com-

munity did indeed welcome these guests warmly both 

in English and in Spanish!  How blessed we are to have 

members among us in our community who speak  

Spanish and members who share their experiences of 

traveling to foreign lands.  Our experiences freely 

shared points us to the uniqueness we have in Christ.  

It is our very diversity that unites and enriches us.   

The verse in Leviticus quoted above (please also 

read verse 33) reminds us that our true home is not here 

Above: L-R: The MacDuffies (Bruce & Lee), Rev. Heidi and the  
Honduran family enjoying the August Supper.

Faith Community Across Time 

Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a 

cloud of witnesses, let us also ... run with persever-

ance the race that is set before us” (Hebrews 12:1, 

NRSV). Inspired by this, Paul Hammer writes in The 

Word Among Us: “In the Bible, faith is never a matter 

simply for an isolated individual. It involves a com-

munity of persons that stretches back into the past,  

embraces people in the present and anticipates a fellow-

ship in the future. Faith involves a ‘cloud of witnesses’ 

to God’s continuing faithfulness.

Coming Up Roses 
A rose can be quite eloquent  

When standing all alone;  

It needs no vast accompaniment,  

No pompous, royal throne,  

For beauty is not always found  

In suave sophistication,  

But often stands just by itself  

As simply God’s creation!  

                  —Peggy Ferrell

Christian Symbol:  Grapes 
As the fruit used to produce wine or 
juice for Holy Communion, grapes 
represent the blood shed by Jesus on 
the cross. Grapes also symbolize fruit-
fulness (or lack thereof) in the life of 

ancient Israel and, by extension, of a Christian. “My  
beloved had a vineyard on a very fertile hill. ... he ex-
pected it to yield grapes, but it yielded wild grapes” 
(Isaiah 5:1-2, NRSV). 

§

on earth.  Our true home is located in the heart of God where  

everyone may come.     
                                                      Blessings, 
                                                        Heidi+ 

Crossing The Border 

Some Christians know the exact date they received Jesus 

as Savior. Others come to faith through a gradual pro-

cess; they can’t say precisely when they became a disciple.  

Norman Warren (How Do I Face Life’s Uncertainty?) 

tells of meeting refugees who’d fled horrible circumstances 

and crossed into Austria. One woman had left Yugoslavia 

after her parents died of starvation. At the Austrian border 

she was given a visa stamped with the date and time of her 

entry, so she could always name the exact moment she 

stepped into her new life.  

Another refugee had journeyed over the mountains from 

Communist Russia. He didn’t know precisely when he 

crossed the invisible border line, but when he arrived at an 

Austrian village, he knew for certain he was free.  

God leads people into new life in various ways. We travel 

different routes but—thanks be to God!—our final destina-

tion is the same.

“
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between five and six o’’clock.  Forget not the ladies who baked the 

hams while making fruit salad and wrapping silverware—Jane, Pat, 

Anita and Susan. Janey is the baked beans queen. And all the soup, 

salad and dessert makers—yes 15—BIG HUGS. The Widgers, Anita 

and Belinda were super heros in cleanup. And thanks to Marcia for 

her secret silent auction sale. Hope I did not forget anyone. 

The menu (most of you ate it) was stellar. The legacy is that it is 

not about the money, but the food, fellowship and fun.  Proof of that 

is Rev. MacDuffie and his Hondurian guests seated and sharing with 

Rev. Heidi around an Inn Victoria borrowed table. 

Thank you one and all for this super event. The history and help 

sheets are being historically bound in a binder to be passed on as a 

form of evolution. —Bonnie Watters

The 81st August Supper Is A Legacy 
(continued from page 1)

The Cheneys with their daughter & granddaughter.

Above photo: Yummy desserts galore!

Marjorie & Pat help at buffet table

Above photos:  Behind the scene helpers

(Photos courtesy of Lew Watters & Pat Fromberger)



Light in the Shadows                                                                                                                August 2019 (page 4)

Habitat for Humanity…  
Reaching Out To Others  

Habitat for Humanity Inter-

national was founded in 

1976 as a non-profit, ecumenical 

Christian housing ministry. It 

seeks to eliminate poverty hous-

ing and homelessness from the 

world and to make decent shelter 

a matter of conscience and action. 

Habitat affiliates build in all 50 states, Puerto Rico and 

the U.S. Virgin Islands, and more than 90 countries.  

There are 12 Vermont affiliates whose purpose is 

to help hard-working Vermonters have safe, sufficient 

and affordable housing, to stimulate interest among 

more Vermonters in becoming involved as volunteers, 

and invested through generous contributions of  

time, donations of services, building materials and  

financial gifts.  

St. Luke’s Church allots a portion of their Outreach 

Budget specifically to the Greater Springfield Habitat 

affiliate which has no paid staff and about 25 vol-

unteers that help on site building each home along  

with the family that will receive the home. Local  

contractors are hired for heating and wiring.  A local 

contractor is retained to oversee construction. Local 

companies supply concrete and building materials and 

also donate some materials and installation expertise. 

This service area includes Andover, Baltimore,  

Cavendish, Chester, Grafton, Ludlow, Rockingham, 

Springfield, Weathersfield, and Weston, VT. 

Up to the present the Greater Springfield Habitat 

has completed seven homes. The Greater Springfield 

affiliate welcomes people who would be interested in 

volunteering for their projects. The Springfield office 

is located at 77 Main Street in Springfield, VT 05156. 

Phone: (802) 885-6440.  

Visit this website for more general information 

about the Habitat for Humanity organization and how 

you might help: https://www.habitat.org/ 

                     —Marjorie Carey, Outreach Committee

The Outreach Corner

SEPTEMBER LITS Deadline:      
  AUGUST 30th  

Send all articles, announcements, photos, etc. to:  
Pat Fromberger, 180 Gates Rd.,  

Andover, VT 05143 
Email:  panjoe@vermontel.net 

+

Help Us Gear Up For  
“Grandma’s Attic” 

In the March issue of “Light in the Shadows,”  I wrote a 

follow-up article on the Christmas Tea, specifically  

noting that the “Grandma’s Attic” room was not as  

successful as it had been in previous years.  The overall 

selection and variety of items was significantly down. 

If you didn’t get to do any spring cleaning downsizing, 

we hope you give some thought to doing a “fall harvest-

ing!”  The cooler days would be a perfect time to begin 

sorting through some of the clutter in cabinets, basements, 

closets, and attics, etc., before heading into the winter  

months. Please take a closer look at any items you no 

longer use or need, but that are still in good condition and 

consider donating them to this year’s Grandma’s Attic. 

These could include china and ceramic items, plates or 

platters, vases, flower pots, framed prints/paintings, 

kitchen gadgets, utensils, jigsaw puzzles, costume jewelry, 

Christmas decorations, and the like—keeping in mind 

what might make a great bargain “gift” for someone. Set 

them aside is a special box, bag or plastic bin, to be  

donated to this year’s Christmas Tea (which takes place 

on Saturday, December 7th this year.) Many thanks! 

           —Pat Fromberger & Jane Davis, Tea Co-chairs 

Items are needed for Grandma’s Attic

Finding Freedom 

The paradox of faith is that when we conform our lives to 
Christ, then we gain our true freedom. And its fruit is profound 
and lasting happiness. —Vincent Nichols



Light in the Shadows                                                                                                                August 2019 (page 5)

St. Luke’s Financial Information 

Annual YTD % of  
June 2019 YTD 2019 Budget Budget  

Pledge/Plate Income $ 5,520 $   37,571 $ 62,450          52.2% 
Other Oper. Income $ 9,751 $ 17,949 $ 29,625 60.6% 
Restricted Income $ 203 $ 1,093 $ 1,750 62.5% 
TOTAL INCOME $ 15,474 $ 51,613 $ 93,825 55.0% 

Regular Expense $ 11,328 $ 55,196 $ 118,597          46.5% 
Restricted Expense $       650 $   1,885 $ 2,950 63.9%  
TOTAL EXPENSES $ 11,978 $   57,081 $ 121,547          47.0% 

Net Ordinary Income/(loss) $ 3,496 $ (5,468)       $ *(24,195) 22.6% 

*Budget deficit figure does not include  
principal payments on Butterfield  
loan totaling $3,527 for 2019.  

June was a good month revenue wise.  Pledge and Plate Income remains on 

budget or slightly above.  Other Operating Income, as seen above includes 

$6,100 from the Plant Sale, investment income of $3,576 and $75 Flower 

Fund.  Total income YTD is above budget at 55% with expenses just below 

budget at 47%. —John DesLauriers, Treasurer             

WEEKLY 

•  Lunch Bunch Book Study: 
Mondays, Noon-1:15PM in Willard Hall for bag 
lunch,sharing, discussion, and prayer. We have 
finished reading, “Hallelujah  Anyway” by Anne 
Lamott and will be taking a short break before 
starting a new book in early September. Stay 
tuned for more information to come. If you  
wish to join us, please contact Pat Fromberger  
(875-3548) for more information. Newcomers 
are most welcome! 

• Mid-Week Morning Prayer and 
Adult Study: 

Wednesdays: Morning Prayer: 9:40AM;  and 
Adult Study 10:30AM in Willard Hall. We have 
just completed DVD series entitled, “Eclipsing 
Empire” and are taking a brief hiatus. We will 
begin a new study in mid-September using a 
book entitled, ‘Lies We Believe About God” 
written by Wm. Paul Young (author of The 
Shack.) Please contact Heidi if you have an  
interest in joining us for this new study as she 
will be ordering copies of the book. More  
information will be forthcoming  the Sunday  
announcement insert and the September LITS. 

• St. Luke’s Church Choir: 
The Choir is still on summer break. We will  
resume rehearsals in early September Stay 
tuned.  If you have an interest in singing with  
the choir please contact Anne Goodreau at  
annegoodreau@ gmail.com.  

LESS THAN WEEKLY 

•  St. Luke’s Vestry Meeting: 
Wednesday, August 14th in Willard Hall. 6:30 PM 
or gathering for Scripture Reflection; Regular 
Meeting Agenda begins at 7:00PM. The focus 
topic will be “Stewardship.” Any church member 
is welcome to attend these meetings.

Invitation to Visit the Hearse House Museum  

This unique small museum is a 

white, clapboarded building lo-

cated across from the Chester Town 

Green and next to the entrance to the 

Brookside Cemetery and the Public 

Tomb. The museum—whose re-

habilitation committee co-chairs 

were Suzy Forlie and Lillian Willis 

and whose renovation was funded 

by private donations to Chester 

Townscape, with some financial as-

sistance from the Town—features 

the Town’s handsome 

house-drawn hearse, infor-

mation and associated pho-

tographs about death and 

funeral customs, and details 

and photos of the building’s 

rehabilitation. The museum 

was opened to the public on  

October 28, 2017, and is 

open for self-guided tours in 

dry weather from Memorial 

Day through Columbus 

Day.  It is the only museum 

dedicated solely to a hearse, 

its house, and funeral customs and is a unique tribute to Chester’s history that in-

terests residents and visitors.—Lillian Willis 

AUGUST
Meetings 
 & Events

“You can do what I cannot do. I can do 
what you cannot do. Together, we can 
do great things.” —Mother Teresa 

(Hearse photo courtesy Lew Watters)



AUGUST 
CELEBRATIONS 

Birthdays: 

3       Kara Watters Lake                   26      Kathleen Willis 

6       Lillian Willis                               26      John Hoover 

8       Aurora Hensel-Whalen           27      Amos Worth 

12     Bill Hoyt                                      28      David Willis, Jr. 

13      Morgan Willis                            29      Kelly Watters 

18     Thomas DesLauriers 

18     Susannah Pennell 

25     Beverly Dunbar 

Anniversaries: 

8 David & Marjorie Carey

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
Aug. 4          VIII PENTECOST (Proper 13) 
  8:00 AM    Holy Eucharist, Rite I 
10:00 AM    Holy Eucharist, Rite II 

Aug. 11        IX PENTECOST (Proper 14) 

  8:00 AM    Holy Eucharist, Rite I 
10:00 AM    Holy Eucharist, Rite II 

Aug.  18       X PENTECOST (Proper 15) 
  8:00 AM    Holy Eucharist, Rite I 
10:00 AM    Holy Eucharist, Rite II 

Aug.  25       XI PENTECOST (Proper 16) 

  8:00 AM    Holy Eucharist, Rite I 
10:00 AM    Holy Eucharist, Rite II 

Sept. 1         XII PENTECOST (Proper 17) 
  8:00 AM    Holy Eucharist, Rite I 
10:00 AM    Holy Eucharist, Rite II 

            

 St. Luke’s Episcopal Church 

The Rev. Heidi L. Edson, Rector 
313 Main Street,  Chester, VT 05143  •  Office Phone:  875-6000 
stlukes@vermontel.net   •   www.stlukesepiscopalvt.org 

St. Luke’s Church is handicapped accessible.

“St. Luke’s  

is an  

intentional  

Christian  

community,  

deepening faith  

and  

broadening  

love.”

“I love to think of nature as an  
unlimited broadcasting station, 
through which God speaks to us 
every hour if we will only tune 
in.” —George Washington Carver 


