
THE OTHER SIDE OF THE BOAT  

Lent and Easter are full of grace-filled opportunities. With the Russian 
invasion of Ukraine and Ukraine’s resistance, we want the destruction 
and violence to end yesterday, but it is too late for that. Our judging 
minds come to the fore as we condemn Russia. Only occasionally do we 
look in the historical mirror and admit our own past destructive 
behaviors. 

But built within us is the mustard seed of the Spirit, so that sadness and 
despair can surface and lead us to recognize that we all need God’s grace 
to discover that seed of Goodness within. This Lent we see a world in 
the throes of condemning the non-violence of Christ that led to seeming 
utter defeat in the crucifixion and execution of Jesus. Disciples ran away. 
Peter denied knowing Jesus. Judas betrayed him. But still, the seeds of 
resurrection were within them even before they realized it. Little and big 
encounters brought them together, gathered in fear only to find through 
closed doors the resurrected Christ in their presence. And this Christ, 
who was abandoned and betrayed by them, did not seek to punish and 
accuse, but to love and heal. Without the crucifixion, there would have 
been no resurrection to New Life. 

This Lent we can allow ourselves to be opened to that New Life. A New 
Life where we do not wallow in guilt – it is not God’s aim to encourage 
our self-condemnation, but rather to recognize the loving goodness of 
God within. We continue our daily occupations involved in living and 
caring for one another in our communities. John’s Gospel tells us of 
Jesus followers returning to their fishing occupation not yet conscious of 
resurrection and finding fishing itself a failure. Fishing all night and 
catching nothing until Jesus, standing on the beach, called to them to try 
the other side of the boat. 

And with their nets full they recognized this one who would have them 
give his love, caught in their nets, to their communities. And called them 
to come have breakfast with Jesus cooking it for them, as happens when 
we make Eucharist together. 



As we share Eucharist this Lent we are fishing on the other side of the 
boat where we find love and healing. The love and healing move from 
our hearts to the Black Sea shores, and return to us again as Resurrection 
life gives the world new life. Let’s look for signs of that in ourselves and 
each other as we live Lent and Easter together.  
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