
  

ROAD TO DAMASCUS 
IN UKRAINE? 

 
The Third Sunday of Easter gives us Luke's account, in the 
Acts of the Apostles, of Paul's Damascus Road conversion 
experience.  We all experience conversion. even conversion 
as a way of life and growth.   For Paul, and for any of us, it 
is not a one-time zap making new person's out of us.  It is the 
moment or day when scales fall from our vision and we 
begin to see Christ in each other, and find our awareness of 
that gift increasing as the years and days pass.     
         
Paul, or Saul as he was named before his experience, has a 
period where he is blind and has given up seeing and 
knowing because he has discovered how mistaken he was in 
clinging to his former self-righteous convictions.  And so he 
knows nothing except Christ's presence in his blindness.  He 
has no KNOWING yet.   And needs the help of the Christian 
community to know and speak the Good News, the Gospel, 
of knowing God's love for all creation.  This community of 
support was his enemy that he tried his best to destroy until 
his Damascus Road conversion.  And now, in the person of 
Ananias and other, he is led to know Jesus presence and the 
Spirit among them. 
         
I wonder if a Vladimir Putin might find himself with such a 
conversion so that he no longer sees Ukraine and Ukrainians 
as a threat to him as a person, a threat to his power, which he 
seeks to maintain by believing his own propaganda about 
them, and then throwing more than the first stone to kill this 
enemy.  Even so, we pray for him and for all in this 
conflict.  We pray they may know the Christ in each other 
and then embrace each other with healing and joy.   
          
What if the prayer seems not to have an effect?  At the least, 
it has an effect of us, on we who pray to let go and let God, 
not to be our tool to effect our desires, but to guide us into 
ways to make peace with love.  Glory to God in this third 
week of Easter.  "Glory to God whose power working in us 
can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine."  A 
blessed continuing Eastertide to all. 
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             Light in the Shadows 
                                              “Let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in Heaven.” Matt. 5:16 

ROAD TO DAMASCUS 
IN UKRAINE? 

 
The Third Sunday of Easter gives us Luke's account, in the 
Acts of the Apostles, of Paul's Damascus Road conversion 
experience.  We all experience conversion, even conversion 
as a way of life and growth.   For Paul, and for any of us, it 
is not a one-time zap making new persons out of us.  It is the 
moment or day when scales fall from our vision and we 
begin to see Christ in each other, and find our awareness of 
that gift increasing as the years and days pass.     
         
Paul, or Saul as he was named before his experience, has a 
period where he is blind and has given up seeing and 
knowing because he has discovered how mistaken he was in 
clinging to his former self-righteous convictions.  And so he 
knows nothing except Christ's presence in his blindness.  He 
has no KNOWING yet.   And needs the help of the Christian 
community to know and speak the Good News, the Gospel, 
of knowing God's love for all creation.  This community of 
support was his enemy that he tried his best to destroy until 
his Damascus Road conversion.  And now, in the person of 
Ananias and others, he is led to know Jesus’ presence and 
the Spirit among them. 
         
I wonder if a Vladimir Putin might find himself with such a 
conversion so that he no longer sees Ukraine and Ukrainians 
as a threat to him as a person, a threat to his power, which he 
seeks to maintain by believing his own propaganda about 
them, and then throwing more than the first stone to kill this 
enemy.  Even so, we pray for him and for all in this 
conflict.  We pray they may know the Christ in each other 
and then embrace each other with healing and joy.   
          
What if the prayer seems not to have an effect?  At the least, 
it has an effect on us, on we who pray to let go and let God, 
not to be our tool to effect our desires, but to guide us into 
ways to make peace with love.  Glory to God in this third 
week of Easter.  "Glory to God whose power working in us 
can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine."  A 
blessed continuing Eastertide to all. 
 

Bruce+ 
 

VISITING 
ORGANISTS 

 
We have had a number of organists 
answer our appeal for a “full-time” part-
time organist and/or occasional organist 
who can fill in, when necessary, while 
we continue our search for someone 
who can be on hand regularly.   Karlaine 
Livingstone will be playing most of the 
Sundays in May. But on May 22, the 
organist will be Jane McGarry.  We ask 
that you welcome both of these women 
as they bring music to our Sunday 
worship.  
 

 
SUNDAY COFFEE 

HOUR 
 
Please let Meredith Wagner know if you 
would be willing to supply some treats 
for a Sunday Coffee Hour.  You don’t 
have to feed the multitude or provide 
lunch, just a finger treat for about 20 
people would be much appreciated.  We 
are trying to spread the responsibility to 
make it possible for people to take on a 
smaller duty and fit it into their 
schedules.  Whatever you can 
contribute would be much appreciated.  
Contact merid948@msn.com or call 
603-440-3995.   
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VESTRY MEETING 

HIGHLIGHTS 
 
The April 5 Vestry Meeting was held in person 
and by Zoom.  The March minutes were approved. 
 
Treasurer’s Report.  John DesLauriers 
distributed the February P&L and reported that he 
received the Rectory funds and paid the Diocese’s 
assessment.  Fire Alarm.  A new panel and 
system were installed on 4/1/22 to correct the 
system whose alarm continually went off.  Bill for 
$3,632.93 has been paid, and the old box at top of 
stairs was removed.  WCK.  Donation of $300 to 
World Central Kitchen, on behalf of Ukraine, was 
paid by David Carey; one additional check will be 
sent off.  In the future, donations to other charities 
should be run through the church.  Episcopal 
Relief and Heifer Project.  David found 
donations in his office clean-up; he will tally the 
funds and have the church send them off. 
 
Focus.  Transition Ministry 2022 with Bruce 
MacDuffie.  Three-Month Policy.  The Vestry 
approved a 3-month arrangement whereby Bruce 
will continue as Supply through July to end of 
year, with reviews every three months (or as 
needed) and possibility of renewal at year end.  
Agreement that Bruce will be absent May 1 and 8 
and give advance notice for any future dates.  John 
Hoover will lead Morning Prayer on both May 
dates.  Lay Leaders.  Training will be scheduled 
after Easter for Ann Summers and Lillian Willis 
to become Eucharistic Visitors.  Organist 
Needed.  Lillian will submit PR for the position 
and try to line up temporary, as well as a full-time, 
replacement.  Coffee Hours.  Palm Sunday 
(David).  Pot luck for Easter (Meredith Wagner).  
We need people to sign up to bring food, set up, 
and clean up.  Meredith Wagner will organize. 
 
Junior Warden Report.  Outside Workday on 
4-9-22.  David invited Sean Whalen and Andrew 
Pennell and children to the rainy workday (others 
had done some garden clean-up earlier in the 
week).  Snow Plowing.  Lillian will ask Sue Ashe 
to let plowers know that the snow should be 
plowed back toward the Town field and not 
toward St. Luke’s grass to avoid having to remove 
stones and sand from grass before the first spring 
mow and Easter service.  Willard Hall.  David 
updated the big bulletin board for 2022 and has 
cleaned out and organized items for future 
use in the big office cabinet and elsewhere.  
Grand Piano. Tuned the on 4-4-22; all OK.   
 
Old Business.  Directory.  Belinda will 
update on computer for copying.  Vestry 

cleaned out and organized items for future use in 
the big office cabinet and elsewhere.  Grand 
Piano.  Tuned on 4-4-22; all OK.   
 
Old Business.  Vestry Retreat.  Janet Hunter has 
secured the Parish Hall at Gesthemane in 
Proctorsville on July 9.  Agenda tentatively will 
include a discussion of the Diocese’s Manual for 
Discernment, as well as a separate spiritual 
component – likely with different people leading 
those sections of the Retreat.  We need a Vestry 
member to organize the Retreat and secure the 
moderators.  Church Directory.  Janet created a 
draft, and Belinda Whipple Worth will take the 
results and update info on the church computer for 
copying.  Rental of Willard Hall.  Six Loose 
Ladies will rent Willard Hall on April 23 from 9-
5.  Janet will take responsibility for access and 
clean-up.   
 
New Business.  Pig Roast Event.  To be discussed 
at May Vestry Meeting.  Subsequent to meeting, 
Lillian called Jessie Pixley and discovered he lives 
in Chester, will do the roast at no charge, except 
for the cost of the pig and any pans he needs to 
serve the pork.  We need to decide on the exact fall 
weekend date and time so Jessie can reserve the 
date for us. 
 
Next Vestry Meeting:  Tuesday June 14. 
 

Lillian Willis, Clerk  
 
 
    The Willy Weeds 
 
     I have a little garden, and 
     I dig it every day; 
     I water all the pretty flowers 
     And throw the weeds away. 
     And yet, tho’ the flowers are very scarce, 
     Of weeds there is no lack; 
     For when I’m fast asleep in bed, 
     They all come creeping back. 
     And this is most annoying, for, 
     As anyone can tell, 
     They never come back by themselves –  
     They bring their friends as well! 

 
By Mary McClure  
(from Freddy Holden’s files 

  courtesy Janice Fielder) 
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PLANT SALE MAY 27-29 
Friday through Sunday 

 
With every hour of sun and rain, plants are 
emerging in our gardens.  As greenery appears, 
please see what plants need dividing and let us 
know what you can contribute to St. Luke’s Plant 
Sale (including homemade preserves).  Set-up is 
Thursday May 26, but we will need your plants 
well before that date.   
 
If you can dig up your extra perennials, please 
remove obvious weeds, label the plants, and let 
us know where you need help.  We will come dig 
and/or transport your plants; pot, groom, and 
label the varieties; and take care of them until the 
sale.  However, we really need early notice of 
your donations or need for help so we can 
schedule the work and research the pictures and 
information to help sell the plants.  Please also 
spread the word to other friends and gardeners 
both about the sale dates and our need for plant 
contributions ahead of time.   
 
Then mark your calendars for 9-3 on both Friday 
May 27 and Saturday May 28, and also for 
Sunday May 29 after the 10 AM service and from 
noon to 3.  Come buy wonderful plants and other 
specialties and tell your friends now about this 
best opportunity to purchase large, hardy, 
healthy, groomed plants at excellent prices.  
We’re offering favorite perennials, some special 
annuals and vegetables, freshly cut rhubarb, a 
selection of homemade preserves, original 
watercolor note cards with floral and bird themes, 
gardener’s notebooks, and a lot more.  Don’t miss 
this opportunity to augment your garden, buy a 
present for a friend, and support the church’s 
spring fundraiser.   Your friendly gardeners will 
be looking for you and praying for good weather.  
 
Last year’s Plant Sale was a huge success.  People 
loved the large specimens, great variety, bargain 
prices, and detailed information provided.  Please 
let us know if you’d like to be a part of this effort 
by contacting Lillian Willis at 802-875-1340 or 
lbwillisct@comcast.net.  Thank you. 
 
 
 

Photo at right, Plant Sale before opening to the public. 
 
 

Easter Poem by Bishop Shannon MacVean-Brown 
 
3rd Pandemic Easter 
empty and full of life 
Ready to receive and nourish and send 
I have memories 
Such stillness and vibration in the empty nave 
after a Eucharist where the incense filled the air 
like celestial clouds 
Earth and heaven meeting in the swirls 
The aroma lingered in the air 
In my hair 
Reminding me of the spices they prepared for a 
   body that refused to be prepared for a life of  
death 
An empty tomb saying there is more to life 
Remember? 
An empty tomb 
the door to what? 
I return from time to time to remember what he said 
To remember the contradictions of resurrection 
It cannot be contained and cannot come without 
  death 
To remember, 
Jesus, you know and experienced the depths of our 
  suffering and injustice 
Filling the void with love 
To remember part of the evidence of resurrection is 
  the empty tomb 
with all its disappointments 
of useless plans and preparation, 
grief which unexpectedly lingers from the loss of 
  predictability 
To remember bands of fine linen piled up and the 
  nakedness of life beyond my control 
To remember the stone is gone so that I might go out 
  to experience 
To love 
To remember part of the evidence of resurrection is me 
To remember to tell the idle tale, that points to life on 
  God’s terms, which I will never fully grasp which is 
  always unfolding 
Uncertain 
Resurrecting 
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May 
Celebrations 
 
Birthdays: 
22 Chris Meyer 
22 Joan Sullivan 
24 Anita Wright 
25 Saul Hensel-Whalen 
26 Marilyn Mahusky                
 
Anniversaries: 
17 Richard & Janet Hunter 
 
 

Church 
Services 

 
Services each Sunday 
will be at 10 AM, both 
in person and by Zoom 
when possible, and will 
be followed by coffee 
hour. Sunday May 8 
will be Morning Prayer 
with John Hoover 
presiding.  There will be 
two different guest 
organists during the 
month of May.   
 
In addition, Bruce 
MacDuffie is leading a 
mid-week Eucharistic 
service at 5 PM without 
music on Wednesday 
May 11.  
 
Please join us. 
 
 
  

JUNE LITS Deadline 
May 23rd 

Send all articles, photos, etc., 
to Lillian Willis at 

lbwillisct@comcast.net 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Luke's Financial Update 

     

 Mar. 2022 YTD 2022 Annual Budget 
YTD % of 

Budget 

     

Pledge & Plate Income $ 3,940.00  $ 9,045.00  $ 42,325.00  21% 

Other Operating Income $ 3,860.87  $ 4,546.66  $ 33,950.00  13% 

Restricted Income $ 100.00  $ 129.00  $ 2,790.00  5% 

Total Income $ 7,900.87  $ 13,720.66  $ 79,065.00  17% 

     

Regular Expense $ 6,040.36  $ 13,471.91  $ 79,101.70  17% 

Restricted Expense $ - .00  $ - .00  $ 2,590.00  0% 

Total Expense $ 6,040.36  $ 13,471.91  $ 81,691.70  16% 

     
Net Ordinary Income 

(loss) $ 1,860.51  $ 248.75  $ (2,626.70) -9% 

Draw on Investments $ - .00  $ - .00  $ 14,750.00  0% 

Net Ordinary Income $ 1,860.51  $ 248.75  $ 12,123.30   

     
March income was bolstered by above-budget Pledge income, quarterly Rectory Investment 
Income of $3,247, and Investment Interest / Dividends of $602.  On the expense side, 
quarterly Property & Liability payment of $1,007 was due while other expenses were largely 
in line with budget.  We are ending the first quarter with a positive Net Income and that's good 
news. 

 
                                           St. Luke’s Episcopal Church 
 
 
                 313 Main Street, Chester, VT 05143; Office Phone: 802-875-6000 
                             stlukes@vermontel.net; www.stlukesepiscopalvt.org   

 

 

 


