
    JUNE 2022 
 

             Light in the Shadows 
                                              “Let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in Heaven.” Matt. 5:16 

Whenever you and I take a breath, breathe in or 
breathe out, we are praying with the gift of the Spirit.  
Unless we are moaning or crying, our breathing utters 
no words or syllables.   Rather it is the barely audible 
gift of the Spirit built into us at our creation.      This 
Spirit of God has been part of us as community and as 
individuals in all of time.   It is the essence of life. 
 
As Jesus began preparing his followers for his 
departure, he promised them that the Spirit would 
continue his presence with them.   He makes clear that 
he must leave in order for the Spirit to be given to his 
disciples.  That Spirit continues Jesus’ presence with 
them.  It was not needed while he was physically with 
them in person.  A reading from Acts provides a vivid 
portrait of the outpouring of the Spirit on Jesus’ 
disciples, indeed, on a large crowd where the diversity 
of tongues and cultures was seen as a gift.   We go on 
to see the diversity of political views as potentially a 
gift.  We see the diverse pictures of God and our 
relationship to God as a gift.  We begin to see the 
diversity of our prayer practices as a gift. 
 
We often feel more comfortable with those we view 
as like us.  Like me.  Like you and me.      Part of our 
growth in relation to God and each other is our slow 
coming to know the Christ in each other.   Knowing 
that Christ in each other happens as we realize that 
others know Christ in us.   We move on from this 
remarkable outpouring of the Spirit gathering and the 
end of the Great 50 days of Easter with its multiple 
resurrection visits from Christ into tame everyday life. 
 
The time following Pentecost is called ordinary time.  
So, on June 6, we step out of Easter’s 50 days, the 
Feast of Weeks in Judaism, and with our Jewish 
forebears present the fruits of our efforts at the altar in 
our hearts.   What we present may appear minuscule 
and like a meager offering.  But the Spirit breathes on 
it and makes our first-fruits prayers benefit our sisters  
and 
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and brothers.  Thus ordinary time extends all the way 
to Advent on November 27, with a couple of little 
celebratory breaks:  Trinity Sunday, the only Sunday 
devoted to a doctrine; and All Saints Day on Nov. 1.   
We throw in some secular occasions, such as 
Independence Day and Labor Day.  And when we 
put it all together as a first-fruits offering, we look on 
the whole palette as an extra-ordinary time made 
extraordinary by ordinary Christ-filled, spirit-guided 
folks, such as combine in the St. Luke’s Community.   
 
A blessed Pentecost to all.   
    Bruce+ 
 

ORDINARY TIME FOR EXTRA-ORDINARY PEOPLE: 
LEAVING EASTER AND MOVING THROUGH PENTECOST WITH THE 

GIFT OF THE SPIRIT 
 

SUNDAY COFFEE HOUR 
 
Please let Meredith Wagner know if you would be 
willing to supply some treats for a Sunday Coffee 
Hour.  You don’t have to feed the multitude or 
provide lunch; just a finger treat for about 20 
people would be wonderful.  We are trying to 
spread the responsibility to make it possible for 
people to take on a smaller duty and fit it into their 
lives.  Whatever you can contribute would be 
appreciated.  Please contact merid948@msn.com 
or call 603-440-3995 to let her know in advance 
what you can bring.  
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VESTRY MEETING 

HIGHLIGHTS 
 
The May 10 Vestry Meeting was held in person.  
 
Treasurer’s Report.  John DesLauriers reported 
that April was a good month for pledges.  
Contributions to the Flower Fund included $685 
for Easter.  Joe Fromberger is providing altar 
flowers in May in honor of Pat.  Payments made 
included the cost for the new fire alarm and 
payment to the State for two road signs advertising 
St. Luke’s.  A Pension Fund refund resulted from 
Heidi Edson’s call to the Diocese stating that 
October 31 was really her last work date (although 
we paid her beyond as gift).   
 
Focus.  Transition Ministry for 2022 with 
Bruce MacDuffie.  Wednesday Services.  The 
Vestry had approved payment for mid-week 
Lenten services, but after Easter Bruce decided to 
provide mid-week service gratis as long as people 
attend them.  Wednesday services have resulted in 
extra Altar Guild duties and expenses for the 
leaflets (at 7.8 cents per leaflet) that Bruce creates 
for his services.  The Vestry asked Bruce to submit 
a monthly bill for his paper/supplies.  Lay 
Leaders.  Training for Eucharistic Visitor will 
take place after June 16 for Ann Summers and 
Lillian Willis, and anyone else interested. Janet 
Hunter gave Bruce her old training information.  
Overhead Fans.  They are on a timer in the 
electrical box in the vestment closet off the 
sacristry.  Therefore it is important not to shut the 
fans off or to change the timer unless one has to 
adjust timing for a special service.  Coffee Hours.  
Meredith Wagner posted a sign-up sheet in the 
church and Willard Hall, but has received little 
support so far.  We need an organizer, but Janet 
will make sure supplies are there, so we can have 
coffee even if no one signs up to bring treats.  
Cheese and crackers are always welcome, instead 
of fancy bread or cake.  Box for Chester- 
Andover Family Center.  David received 
permission to again put a box for food donations 
at the back of the church.   
 
Junior Warden Report.  Outside Lighting.  
David will look into the front and other outside 
lights and try to secure an electrician.  Hanging 
Front Sign.  Rick Hunter will add the time of 
service. 
 
 
 
 
 

Old Business.  Vestry Retreat.  The Retreat is all 
set at Gethsemane in Proctorsville on July 9.  Janet 
will organize food and supplies.  John Morris of 
Thetford, VT – past Interim Minister at St. Luke’s 
after Andy Osmun – was suggested as qualified 
and desirable to lead both the Manual and spiritual 
segments, and Belinda Whipple Worth will see if 
he is available.  Judy Copping Memorial 
Service.  Bruce will finalize service details with 
Steve Copping, and Lillian will revise Steve’s 
mock-up bulletin as appropriate and ask Steve to 
secure ushers.  Rental of Willard Hall.  Six Loose 
Ladies sent $100 donation for use of Willard Hall 
on April 23 from 9-5.  The Vestry should review 
and update its policy and charges.  Pig Roast.  We 
have a problem with the desired date of October 1 
since both John and David will be unavailable.  In 
order to secure a date that will attract 100 people, 
the Vestry must set another date and get a 
commitment from the roaster ASAP.  Lynda 
Farmer will check on fireworks by the Legion and 
other activities that may be going on in town.  
Church Directory.  Lillian gave her changes and 
additions to Janet to collate. 
 
New Business.  Gardens.  The Vestry gave Lillian 
permission to hire Kim Leonard to weed at $25 per 
hour.  Forward Day by Day.  Janet will follow up 
on late delivery and see if she can decrease the 
order from the present 35 per quarter.   
 
Next Vestry Meeting:  Tuesday June 14. 
 

Lillian Willis, Clerk  
 
 

 
 
 
 

2022 Plant Sale opens to the public. 
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ANNUAL VESTRY RETREAT 

 
God and Coronavirus willing, your Vestry will 
have a Retreat Day on Saturday, July 9.  As usual, 
we plan to gather on Friday evening for dinner and 
social time, then gather again on Saturday morning.  
We will be using the parish facility at Gethsemane 
in Proctorsville, so it will be easy for us to drive 
back and forth, rather than having to stay overnight 
somewhere as we have done in the past.  
 
We will spend the day engaging with the “Manual 
for Congregational Discernment,” which the 
Diocese completed last winter to be used as a guide 
for discussions regarding future direction of a 
parish. This is important work for us to undertake 
as churches, including St. Luke’s, are growing 
older and smaller.  
 
Of course, there are both practical and spiritual 
aspects to this endeavor.  Our day will weave the 
spiritual and practical together under the leadership 
of the Reverend John Morris, who was our Interim 
Rector quite a number of years ago.  John is 
currently the Chaplain to retired clergy in the 
Diocese, as well as providing supply to 
congregations in the Northeast Kingdom.  Luckily 
for us, he has both the time and interest to lead us 
in our Retreat.  
 
You might be interested in taking a look at “the 
Manual.” If so, it can be found on the Diocesan 
website.  
https://diovermont.org/manual-for-congregational-
discernment/ 
 
I invite you to have a look and send along to me any 
thoughts and comments you have, especially on the 
first three chapters. I’ll forward them to John 
Morris for his consideration as he prepares to lead 
us in discussion.  
 

                        Belinda  
           Belinda.ww@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 

 
IN MEMORIUM 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Judith Lynn Copping 
August 16, 1952 – January 7, 2022 

 
On Tuesday May 31 at 10:30 AM, a Memorial Service, 
attended by about 80 people, celebrated the life of Judi 
Copping, wife of Steve Copping.  Judi was a Chester 
resident who had worked in marketing for the Vermont 
Country Store and been a member of the board of the 
Whiting Library.  Judi and her husband, Steve – who 
had attended Sunday School, been an altar boy, and was 
confirmed at St. Luke’s – were married by the Rev. Paul 
Brannnock-Wanter.  The memorial service was 
conducted by the Rev. Bruce MacDuffie.  The poem 
below was among three beautiful poems listed on the 
service program to give comfort to all who miss Judi 
and who have lost friends and relatives. 
 
 

Do Not Stand at My Grave and Weep 
 

Do not stand at my grave and weep; 
I am not there.  I do not sleep. 

I am a thousand winds that blow. 
I am the diamond glints on snow. 

I am the sunlight on ripened grain. 
I am the gentle autumn rain. 

When you awaken in the morning’s hush 
I am the swift uplifting rush 

Of quiet birds in circled flight. 
I am the soft stars that shine at night. 

Do not stand at my grave and cry; 
I am not there.  I did not die. 

Mary Elizabeth Frye 
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A GREEN MIRACLE!!! 

 
St. Luke’s 2022 Plant Sale was something of a miracle.  Spring was odd: crazy weather produced extremes 
of cold and heat; perennials peeked out of the ground and showed tiny green signs of life late in the season.  
Thus gardeners hardly knew what had survived winter until later than usual, which delayed garden plans 
for division, elimination, expansion, and reorganization.  Yet, St. Luke’s gardeners persevered and 
produced another successful event! 
 
The plants offered were healthy and attractive.  Although a bit fewer in quantity and variety than last 
year’s amazing event, according to our master inventory, the sale grossed over $6,800 for the church, and 
customers were delighted and eager to be there.  One couple, for instance, who had moved away from the 
area, traveled almost 3 hours from Bakersfield, VT, to attend the sale because the plants purchased in 
2021 had been so successful.  A first-timer claimed it was the best sale he’d ever attended (a typical 
comment received every year).  He loved the photos of the products and all the details for their successful 
care.  Another woman made a special trip from her car back to the check-out counter to specifically thank 
us for all the information we document for each plant.  Anyone could tell from the animated conversations 
that people enjoyed the plant choices, the knowledgeable crew, and their information and advice.  
 
Yet the same loyal crew that again worked the event felt there were many fewer customers this year; and 
we were not alone in thinking this.  The workers at the Stone Village Market felt the same thing:  that 
Chester seemed a bit deserted this past Memorial Day Weekend.   
 
So where were all the people?  Were people staying home afraid of Covid?  Were they, on the other hand, 
convinced life was back to normal and racing off to distant places?  Were they afraid of the dreaded 
jumping worm?  (Yet, and we mentioned this fact to the few who asked about the invasive worm, the 
three growers and potters encountered nary a one in their soils and the potting mixtures they create 
primarily from purchased bales of Pro-Mix and peat moss when they prepare the plants, which they 
dissect, clear of obvious weeds, and repot for sale.)  We may never know the answer as to why customer 
flow was basically steady, but seemed slow.  
 
In any event, the three major growers and plant deliverers – Alison DesLauriers, Nina and Don Huffer, 
and Lillian and David Willis – prepared their items and those donated by friends carefully.  They 
transported the hundreds of plants from their properties to the church, aided by essential help from Eileen 
and Tom Widger.  Thanks to advance lawn mowing by David Carey; set-up of tents, tables, and chairs by 
David and Rick Hunter; and additional unloading help from Rick, Thursday’s prep day on May 26 could 
focus on the plants themselves.  To that end, diligent plant grooming was performed by Sally Hoover, 
and pricing by the crew was done with help from Marcia Clinton, Sally, and Courtney Gammill, who also 
grew 6-packs of prized coral salvia.  The Widgers packaged up 21 one-gallon plastic bags of their famous 
red dahlia tubers (an ancient starting gift from Bonnie Johnson), which all sold for the first time ever!  
Massive cashier duty was performed on Friday and Saturday by David Carey, our most enthusiastic 
greeter and ambassador, who was ably aided by Marcia and Sally, who also manned Sunday solo with 
Lillian.  Advice from Eileen, the growers, and other gardeners, plus back-scene help from John 
DesLauriers and David Willis, made the event run smoothly. 
 

 
           
 

 

Special thanks are due to all external and St. Luke’s plant donors and 
to our faithful crew members, but most especially to incredible Alison 
DesLauriers and the amazing Huffers.  St. Luke’s could not offer this 
event to the public without their dedicated hard work;  steadfast, 
imaginative, skilled help; and most generous spirit!    With success 
behind us, the gardeners can turn to their own gardens and plant the 
new items that they themselves purchased.  Happy gardening to all! 
 

              Some of the Plant Sale Crew at right:  David Carey, Marcia Clinton,  
                                                     Alison DesLauriers, Don and Nina Huffer 
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June 
Celebrations 
 
Birthdays: 
6   Doreen Bolger 
11 Martha Stretton 
17 Evelyn Meyer 
 
Anniversaries: 
6   Ross & Amy Jones 
13 Sanford & Bonnie Johnson 
20 George & Georgiana Cheney 
20 Fred & Alyce Fielder 
22 Lew & BonnieWatters 
 
 

Church Services 
 
Sunday services at 10 AM are both in 
person and by Zoom, when possible, 
and followed by coffee hour.  
 
On Wednesdays at 5 PM Bruce 
MacDuffie leads a Eucharistic 
service without music.  
 
Please join us. 
 
 
  

JULY LITS Deadline 
June 23rd 

Send all articles, photos, etc., 
to Lillian Willis at 

lbwillisct@comcast.net 
 
 
 
 
 

                                           St. Luke’s Episcopal Church 
 
 
                 313 Main Street, Chester, VT 05143; Office Phone: 802-875-6000 
                             stlukes@vermontel.net; www.stlukesepiscopalvt.org  

St. Luke's Financial Update 

     

 April 2022 YTD 2022 
Annual 
Budget 

YTD % of 
Budget 

     
Pledge & Plate 

Income $ 6,863.00  $ 16,268.00  $ 42,325.00  38% 
Other Operating 

Income $ 902.94  $ 5,089.60  $ 33,950.00  15% 

Restricted Income $ 100.00  $ 229.00  $ 2,790.00  8% 

Total Income $ 7,865.94  $ 21,586.60  $ 79,065.00  27% 

     

Regular Expense $ 8,142.86  $ 21,614.77  $ 79,101.70  27% 

Restricted Expense $ - .00  $ - .00  $ 2,590.00  0% 

Total Expense $ 8,142.86  $ 21,614.77  $ 81,691.70  26% 

     
Net Ordinary Income 

(loss) $ (276.92) $ (28.17) $ (2,626.70) 1% 

Draw on Investments $ - .00  $ - .00  $ 14,750.00  0% 

Net Ordinary Income $ (276.92) $ (28.17) $ 12,123.30   

     
April represents 1/3 of the fiscal year so, on average, Income and Expenses should 
be 33%.  Of course, neither are that linear.  Pledge and Plate income are above 
budget, while overall income is a bit below, which is expected, given that we haven't 
yet had a fundraiser this year.  Expenses, on the other hand, are below budget YTD.  
Overall, a good report. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


