
Ligh  in the Shadows
NOVEMBER 2020

 “Let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven.” Matt. 5: 16

Continued on page 2

What Does It Mean To Be Church 
In These Extraordinary Times? 

“Sometimes I feel discouraged, and think my work’s in 
vain, but then the Holy Spirit revives my soul again. 

[H#676 “There is a balm in Gilead”, verse 1] 

Don’t these lyrics tell it like it is 

these days!  With the ongoing 

outbreak of the COVID-19 virus, 

the recent election, and a whole 

host of other events and news  

taking place, this time of year is 

anything but ordinary!  Like many 

of you, perhaps, I am finding  

myself at times weighed down with 

worry and concern. My efforts to 

put things back where they were 

before are not working.   

This pandemic has taken away our normal practice and 

routines and the St. Luke’s Church community.  Thankfully, 

what is most important is still with us and will always stay 

the same:  God!  God is here in our prayers, through Scrip-

ture, and in our acts of caring 

for one another.  Thinking 

now about Scripture, a pas-

sage comes to my mind.  It’s 

Jesus giving a parable about 

new wine and new wineskins.  

It seems the Pharisees do not 

want to let go of their long-

standing practices and tradi-

tions, but Jesus challenges 

them to learn to let go of what 

is holding them back:  “New 

wine is put into fresh wine-

skins...” [Mt. 9:16-17] Jesus 

tells them. 

With new circumstances 

and situations affecting our 

lives and habits, our old ways 

of seeing things may not 

work.  God may be challenging us to see our new situation 

in a new and fresh light.  For me, I find that my senses  

“With new  
circumstances and  
situations affecting  

our lives and habits,  
our old ways  

of seeing things  
may not work.   

God may be  
challenging us to see 

our new situation  
in a new  

and fresh light.”  
—Rev. Heidi L. Edson    

Register Quickly for November 
Wreath Workshops  

In these Covid times, the world is eager for joy and  

traditional celebrations.  From early responses, people 

are clearly delighted that St. Luke’s is going to hold its  

annual wreath-decorating workshop—albeit with masks  

required and fewer participants at each session to allow 

wider social distancing.  As a result, a couple of workshops 

are already full.  BUT there are still options for those who 

register quickly.    

The open workshops are these:  Thursday, November 19, 

1:00-2:30 p.m.; Friday November 20, 1-2:30 p.m. or 6:30-

8:00 p.m.; and Saturday November 21, 9:00-10:30 a.m. 

or 1:00-2:30 p.m..  Men and women are encouraged to come 

alone or register with a friend, but interested participants 

should register quickly and bring clippers and glue guns if 

they have them.   

Each session will offer all the essentials to create a very 

personal, one-of-a-kind wreath. 

Participants may choose from an impressive array of 

especially collected greens, berries, nuts and other natural 

materials, bows, and different embellishments to add to their 

Continued on page 2

Polly Montgomery proudly displays her unique birch-star 
wreath she created at the 2019 Wreath Decorating Workshop.
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become more acute to seeing what is around me.  Recogniz-

ing this change energizes me in my spirit.  Maybe you, too, 

have a story or two to share about your experience of  

renewal, as well.     

There are so many expressions of what it means to “be 

Church” today that we have yet to consider or explore.  At 

its heart, the Church is all of us!  How is God being made 

real in your mind and heart these days?  Wherever we find 

ourselves and no matter the state of things surrounding us, 

the Church still stands.  So this November, let us be open 

to what new thing God may have in store for us as the 

Church in Chester, Vermont. 

“If you cannot preach like Peter, if you cannot pray like 
Paul, you can tell the love of Jesus, and say, “He died for 
all.” [H#676, “There is a balm in Gilead”, verse 2] 

                                                                     Blessings, 

                                                                     Heidi+

What Does It Mean To Be Church…   

(continued from page 1)

We Can Love 
Breathe. Walk. 
Brush your teeth. 
Lament.  
Our sickness is greater  
than we let ourselves think, 
our wound more profound. 
But so is our love. 
Our grief and even despair 
are the work of the Spirit in us. 
Let your flesh feel your rage, 
your voice find your sorrow. 
Let the river flow.  
We are not called to end the winter 
but to bear the light 
that will become the spring. 
The road is long. 
The Suffering One walks with us, 
bearing something. Come along. 
The mending of the world 
is threaded with simple 
kindness and courage. 
Attend to the small miracles.  
Even as the cold descends 
we can love. We can love. 

Steve Garnaas-Holmes,  
Unfolding Light www.unfoldinglight.net 
November 4, 2020

REFLECTIONS

§

premade evergreen wreath.  Wire, glue guns, and other  

supplied equipment will make the decorating easy and  

successful.  Open to the public, the workshops will take 

place in Willard Hall and will again benefit both the  

church and the Chester Conservation Committee’s youth  

environmental-camp scholarships.   

Each wreath costs $50.00  All checks should be made out 

to St. Luke’s Church and mailed to Lillian Willis at P.O. Box 

318, Chester, VT 05143.  For additional information and  

required registration, please contact Lillian Willis at 802-

875-1340 or  lbwillisct@comcast.net. 

This is a great opportunity to support two good causes, start 

getting ready for the holidays, and have fun doing it safely!  

 

November Wreath Workshops 
(continued from page 1)

Advent Study, “Songs In Waiting” 
…Come Join Us on Zoom!  

Beginning the week of Advent that 

starts on November 29th, St. 

Luke’s will be offering a Zoom study 

from a book by Paul-Gordon Chan-

dler entitled: “Songs in Waiting:  

Spiritual Reflections on Christ’s 

Birth.” Copyrighted in 2009, this 

small book explores a few of the 

Middle-Eastern Canticles that speak 

of Advent and Christ’s birth. These 

Canticles (“Song of May”, “Song of 

Zechariah”, and others) are featured in the Book of Common 

Prayer that we sometimes recite at worship. 

Our Zoom time together will be every Wednesday morn-

ing in the Season of Advent, beginning on December 2nd.  

Sessions will begin at 10:30 a.m. and end by no later than 

11:15.  For each session, we will discuss one chapter in the 

book.  (*Please also read the Introduction).  This book can 

be ordered through Amazon.com.  If you have any questions, 

email Heidi+ at edson.heidi@gmail.com. 

About the Author: Paul-Gordon Chandler is an Episcopal  
priest and interfaith advocate.  He grew up in West Africa 
(Senegal), and has worked extensively throughout the Islamic 
world with churches, and faith-based publishing groups.  Paul-
Gordon Chandler is the author of two other books: Pilgrims of 
Christ on the Muslim Road:  Exploring a New Path Between 
Two Faiths and God’s Global Mosaic. 
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§

“We Gather Together  
To Ask The Lord’s Blessing.” 

At this time of year as the 

weather and leaves turn a little 

crispy, I find myself singing “We 

Gather Together to Ask the Lord’s 

Blessing.”  It’s a favorite from my 

childhood and one we sang as we 

enacted at the “Pilgrim’s Progress” 

yearly in downtown Plimoth (the 

original spelling), MA at Thanksgiving time. I was always 

confused by the line, “Sing praises to His Name; He forgets 

not His own.”  It surprised me that we would need to confirm 

that God didn’t forget his own name! 

Turns out, God doesn’t forget His own people! 

I was asked to lead the Stewardship Committee this 

year.  It’s not anything I’ve ever been drawn to do. Not my 

“gift,” or how I see myself serving God or His people. But  

I agreed to consider and pray. I prayed, asking God if I 

should take on this responsibility. I gave God about twenty 

seconds, I think, to reply…I felt no sense that I should do 

this. Certainly heard no words in my head. Or heart.  

“Whew!!  That was a close call!  Dodged that one!  Alleluia!  

Alleluia!!  Alleluia!!!  And hooray!” 

But, here I am, writing this letter.  How did that happen?  

I really did know that I hadn’t engaged sufficiently (honestly) 

either with God or my own inner self.  I gave God another 

chance to speak;  I gave myself another chance to listen.  I 

moved (God moved me?) from NO, to a grudging OK, to YES! 

I think I’ll use this same process to consider the amount 

of my pledge. I won’t just look at what I gave last year, and 

consider that my income will be less this year because I’ve 

retired(!).  I’ll try to listen deeply and I expect I’ll be moved 

from “NO, the church isn’t even open!”  To a grudging “OK, 

we do need to keep the pipes from freezing.”  To “YES, it 

brings me joy to give!”  

“Whew!!  That was a close call!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!!   

Alleluia!!!  And hooray!” 

“We gather together to ask the Lord’s blessing. He 

chastens and hastens His will to make known…” 

What if I give more this year than last year?! 

“We all do extol Thee, Thou Leader triumphant 

And pray that Thou still our Defender will be; 

Let Thy congregation escape tribulation. 

Thy Name be ever praised!  O Lord, make us free!” 

Alleluia!  Alleluia!!  Alleluia!!! 

                         —Belinda Whipple Worth 
                         2021 Stewardship Campaign Coordinator 

St. Luke’s 2021 Pledge Campaign 

By now everyone should 

have received the 2021 

Stewardship Campaign Letter 

Appeal and Pledge Card that 

were mailed on November 

1st. Please take time to pray-

erfully consider what God  

is calling you to pledge or  

donate to continue support-

ing St. Luke’s Church in the 

coming year. If you did not 

receive a letter or need a 

pledge card, please contact 

Belinda Whipple Worth at: 

belinda.ww@gmail.com or 

802-282-7129, and she will be happy to send you one. In 

order to facilitate our budget process, please return your 

pledge form in the envelope provided and addressed to Marti 

Assenza (our Pledge Treasurer) by November 22nd.  

Many thanks and we are very grateful to everyone for 

your faithfulness and perseverance during these challenging 

times.  —Belinda Whipple Worth

An Invitation To Join The “Lunch 
Bunch” Book Group Gathering 

The Monday Lunch Bunch Book 

Group at St. Luke’s has been 
meeting for numerous years in Wil-
lard Hall to share fellowship, book 
study (on topics of a spiritual nature) 
and prayer. During the Covid-19 pan-
demic we have been able to continue 
our special time together (sans the 
lunch part) by meeting online utiliz-
ing the Zoom meeting format. We are 
about to complete our discussion of 
Barbara Brown Taylor’s book, “Holy 
Envy, Finding God in the Faith of Others.” This has been an 
exceptional read and has fostered many thought-provoking 
questions about how we view our own faith (Christianity) 
and what we can learn from how others see us.  

On November 23rd, we will begin a new discussion on a 
book entitled, “Love Is The Way–Holding on to Hope in 
Troubling Times,” written by Bishop Michael Curry. We in-
vite you to come join us! The Zoom meeting begins at noon 
and usually lasts one hour. Belinda Whipple Worth is our 
Zoom hostess, so contact her by phone (802) 282-7129 or 
email: belinda.ww@gmail.com if you wish to participate in 
this discussion group. For additional information about the 
book, visit St. Luke’s website under the “Education” heading 
and click on “Lunch Bunch.”
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§

Highlights From The  
October Vestry Meeting 

The October 13 Vestry Meeting was held by Zoom or 

phone because of the continued Covid-19 restrictions by 

the Diocese of Vermont.  

•   Focus Topic:  Worship at St. Luke’s.  Outdoor In-Person 

Worship.  Beginning on Sunday, October 18, there will be 

just one 10:00 a.m. Morning Prayer service, starting with 

Rite I and alternating on Sundays between Rite I and Rite II 

until cold weather precludes outdoor worship. Virtual Zoom 

Worship.  Heidi will investigate a service of Morning Prayer 

possibly commencing in November inside the church with 

music by Anne Goodreau.  Phase IV from the Diocese.   No 

policy change has been sent that would allow in-person  

worship.  Potential Christmas Eve Service.  David Carey 

will seek permission for a possible service on the Village 

Green with singing, masks, and social distancing.   

•   Treasurer’s Report:  John DesLauriers reported that  

decreased daily expenses, vibrant investments, and the  

anticipated quarterly payment in December from the sale  

of the rectory will help to offset projected lower income  

this fall and the requirement to pay an installment on the  

Diocesan loan in December.  Regarding the PPP, the  

National Church will tell the Diocese, which will then tell 

us, if percentages due to each larger organization are due.  

Meanwhile, by mid-October, all PPP funds will have been 

used for payroll, so the bank will let us know when we 

should apply for grant status. Audit.  John will set up a meet-

ing of the Audit Committee and may need a Zoom meeting 

of the Vestry to approve the report.  2021 Budget.  This will 

need to be a topic for the November Vestry meeting.   

•   Restricted Funds.  John is working to accurately recon-

cile the various restricted funds and their more current values 

with an easier way to access those funds to pay for appro-

priate expenses intended to be covered by those funds.  The 

Vestry approved a motion authorizing a transfer action, 

which John may or may not utilize, as he tries to balance 

maximizing investment with easier access.       

•   Junior Warden’s Report:  Lamppost.  David Carey has 

the light to be installed near the parking lot, and John will 

speak with the Andersons at Meditrina to secure the 

optimal location.  

•   Rector’s Report:  Heidi revealed that Lynn Bates will  

retire from the Diocese at the end of the year after working 

25 years there.  The one-day Diocesan Convention by Zoom 

is scheduled for October 31.  

•   Stewardship:  John sent in the order for pledge envel-

opes.  NewsBank traditionally prints the pledge cards, and 

the church printer does the letter.  Belinda Whipple Worth 

A Prayer For Healing  
During The Coronavirus 

O God, our refuge and strength, 

a very present help in trouble.  

We pray for all those affected by  

the coronavirus around the world. 

Remove the presence of fear and anxiety  

from our hearts and heal all those  

who are sick with the virus. 

Give skill and sympathy and resilience  

to all those who are caring for the sick, 

and your wisdom to those who are working  

so hard for a cure. 

Strengthen them all, Lord, with your Holy Spirit,  

that through their work, many will be restored to health. 

All these things we pray in Christ’s name.  Amen 

will head the Pledge Drive and get a letterhead from Lillian 

Willis. David Carey and Janet Hunter will help stuff the 

letters.  The letter and pledge cards should go out in early 

November, so the traditional In-Gathering may take place 

the Sunday before Thanksgiving.  The Church Directory will 

be a guide for recipients, as well as people on the email 

groups or other likely candidates.  Belinda will write an  

article for the November LITS. (See article on page 3) 

•  Wreath-Decorating Workshops.  Lillian’s wreath sup-

plier is willing to do a minimum of 30 wreaths, but would 

prefer 40 or won’t agree to supply wreaths in 2021.  Four 

smaller wreaths will be ordered for the church doors, but not 

the big one for inside since no indoor worship is allowed.  

An increased number of workshops will cut in half the 

number of participants allowed at each (now maximum 6, 

plus Lillian) and abide by State guidelines regarding masks 

and social distancing, with no food served.  Set-up will be 

on Wednesday, November 18 and sessions will take place 

November 19-21.  Information will be sent to Marti Assenza 

for the website and to Pat Fromberger for LITS.   

•  Christmas Market:  Culinary Classics & Crafts to Go!  

This event will take place on Saturday, December 5, 10:00 

a.m.-2:00 p.m., with pre-order pickup 9:30 -10:00a.m., and 

with set-up on Friday, December 4.  Pre-wrapped and frozen 

foods, gifts, masks, sanitizers, social distancing with 5  

customers, plus volunteers, will be allowed.  Two pop-up 

tents (belonging to the Church and DesLauriers) will be set 

up on Friday.  Customers may wait in their cars, and we will 

try calling them to let them know when they may enter.  Janet 

Hunter will help outside and direct traffic. 

•  Next Vestry Meeting:  Wednesday, November 11, 2020. 

Focus topic is the 2021 Budget.  —Lillian Willis, Clerk  



§
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Remembering Freddy 

Fredericka “Freddy” Holden 

January 25, 1927 – January 5, 2020 

Freddy will be remembered at St. Luke’s for her cheerful 

personality, quirky sense of humor and her love for chat-

ting with others after the services. She and her younger sister, 

Janice, faithfully attended St. Luke’s Church for over 60 

years (Freddy 62 years & Janice 69 years) and were affec-

tionately referred to as “The Fair Sisters” by Bonnie Watters. 

(Bonnie wrote a profile about the two sisters in February 

2003 LITS.) The sisters remained the best of friends through-

out their lives and were often mistaken for “twins” as they 

were growing up—despite a 10-year separation in age. 

Freddy, the daughter of Frederick and Hazel (Austin) 

Fair, was born in Bellows Falls in 1927 and moved to 

Springfield at age two. She spent many happy hours in the 

company of her great Aunt Minnie, who raised the girls’ 

mother when grandparents died rather young. Aunt Minnie 

was like a grandmother. From the one-room school (where 

her mother and later her sister attended grade school) in West 

Springfield, Freddy went to Springfield High School. In  

February of her senior year she began work at Fellows Cor-

poration as a stenographer and secretary for the Purchasing 

Department. She enjoyed 27 years of employment at  

Fellows. Freddy met her husband Ray through his future 

sister-in-law and they married on June 4, 1949 after a two-

and-a-half-year courtship. The couple lived in Chester  

for five years before moving to Pleasant Valley Road in 

Springfield where they resided for the remainder of their  

lives. Sadly, Ray predeceased Freddy in November 2014 

after 65 years of marriage. 

Freddy, a long-time Episcopalian, became involved at  

St. Luke’s in 1958. She loved sharing her sister Jannie’s 

stories of the Young Peoples Fellowship that met Sunday  

afternoons. Mary and Buster Henry would pick everyone up 

at their homes, take them to church and then pick them all 

up again Sunday afternoon to attend the meeting and then 

go sliding or skating. On a rotation basis they would have 

Bible study at Bellows Falls, Brattleboro, Woodstock and 

Windsor followed by fellowship.  When the Rev. Andrew G. 

Osmun arrived as a new young priest at St. Luke’s in 1980, 

Freddy was a great help and support to him.  Andrew writes:  

“When I arrived at St Luke’s Freddie Holden typed the  
stencils for the bulletins and newsletters and I would drive 
over, get them, bring them to the office next to the Rectory 
kitchen, run them and fold them week by week for church.  
We saw a lot of each other.  She was so patient with a young 
impatient priest.  Thank you, Freddy, for all your years of 
service to the Lord and the St Luke’s family of faith.” 

Freddy (and Janice) shared a serious love for animals—

birds, dogs, cats, and served as committed and compassion-

ate volunteers for the Springfield Area Humane Society for 

numerous years. She enjoyed writing letters and working 

outside, especially mowing her lawn.  All of us at St. Luke’s 

will miss this special lady and feel so grateful to have known 

and loved her over the years. I can just picture her now up 

in heaven having one of her friendly chats with God. 

Footnote: A memorial service was held in Pleasant View Cem-
etery in Chester on Saturday, October 3, 2020.  The family  
requested that memorial contributions may be made to Spring-
field Humane Society, 401 Skitchewaug Trail, Springfield, VT 
05156; or St. Luke’s Episcopal Church, P.O. Box 8, Chester, 
VT 05143.  (See article below.)

Fredericka (Freddy) Holden’s  
Burial Service 

Freddy Holden, a long time St. Luke’s member, passed 

away January 5, 2020 at the age of 92.  As her desire was 

to have a memorial service at St. Luke’s upon her passing, 

that was impossible due to covid and the fact that St. Luke’s 

is not able to be open at this time.  Her family felt that closure 

was needed before cold weather set in.  On October 3rd, we 

had a burial service at the family plot in Pleasant View  

Cemetery in Chester. Our rector, the Rev. Heidi L. Edson,  

officiated.  During the service, two flocks of geese flew over 

and the sun came out from behind the gray clouds.  Very  

appropriate due to the fact that Freddy supported many  

animal organizations and St. Luke’s had a pet blessing that 

weekend.  About 50 people were in attendance.  Freddy is 

now at peace. 
                                           The Family of Freddy Holden. 
                                           Janice Fielder 
                                           Frederick Fielder and family 
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Worship and The Latest Update  
On Reopening The Church   

We have made it this far as the St. Luke’s community 
outside our buildings.  God has been gracious with the 

fair weather handed to us to be able to continue holding 
Church outside on our back lawn.  Yet, with November upon 
us and the late autumn that is bringing the much colder 
weather, I fear our time is soon up for being able to gather 
in person outdoors. 

Plans for continuing our Sunday worship service once 
the weather becomes too cold are underway.  Beginning 
sometime this month (likely either the 8th or the 15th of  
November),  St. Luke’s will begin offering Zoom worship 
to help meet the needs in our community for our Sunday 
gatherings.  The Zoom worship service will begin at 10:00 
a.m. and will end by no later than 10:45 a.m.  This is to give 
those of you the opportunity to continue your routine of  
worship on other websites.  For St. Luke’s worship, a “Zoom 
Invite” will be sent to you each week in advance of the Sun-
day’s worship time. 

With regards to any updates from the Diocese for reo-
pening, there is not much new to report at this time.  The 
Phase 4 Reopening Guidelines are still in the planning 
stages according to our liason person who is involved with 
this committee for reopening.  The major issues stem not 
from the size of a particular parish, rather they arise from 
these concerns:  1) inadequate ventilation of our Church 
buildings and 2) the recent and continuing rise of COVID-
19 that is occurring in many of the States including right here 
in Vermont.  The news report that scientists and experts are  
predicting this third wave of the virus to be as dangerous as 
the first and second waves.  

I know that many of us are growing impatient about  
returning to our buildings for worship.  I understand this 
frustration and find myself frustrated, as well.  At one of our 
last Clergy Zoom Meetings, I raised the question of a  
possible timeline for a Phase 4 reopening.  Bishop Shannon 
shared a good perspective on our current situation of our 
being physically apart at this time.  She was reminding us 
that, by our not physically meeting during the pandemic, we 
are demonstrating a sacrificial love one to the other.  Love 
would not place people in risk of exposure that being indoors 
would present.   

We live in a culture and period in time that has come to 
take for granted quick results.  It would be worthwhile to ask 
how long it has been since we have had to wait for things 
we needed or wanted.  Perhaps this is a time of waiting and 
asking God to show us the ways we can still reach out to 
others as God’s Church in our world.  I know, as God’s 
people, we can do this! —Heidi+ 

Visit Our Cheery Christmas  
Market On December 5 

Celebrate the holiday season joyfully and safely during 

the coronavirus, by visiting St. Luke’s Christmas Mar-

ket:  Culinary Classics & Crafts to GO!   The event will take 

place in Willard Hall on December 5, from 10:00 a.m. to 

2:00 p.m..   Please spread the word that this event is open to 

the public and will feature a special pickup time of 9:30-

10:00 a.m. for those who order items in advance.   

This new Covid-conscious market 

will require masks, social distancing, 

limited occupancy, and one-way traf-

fic flow to allow safe shopping for dif-

ferent pre-made frozen soups and 

meals, a wide variety of pre-wrapped 

baked goods, homemade jams and 

preserves, and handmade chocolates 

in designer tins. Christmas-oriented 

decorations and Christmas tree orna-

ments, including live evergreen 

wreaths and sprays, and other quilted, 

artistic, or handmade creations, plus 

selections geared to pets and other animals, will provide un-

usual and appealing gifts for people to purchase.   

For more information or to order food in advance, please 

contact Lillian Willis at 802-875-1340 or Eileen Widger at 

802-875-4604.  If you have handcrafted items to donate, 

please contact Pat Fromberger at 802-875-3548 or email 

at: panjoe@vermontel.net.  Closer to the date, a partial listing 

of available frozen soups and meals will be posted on the 

church website to make early ordering easy.    

Whether ordering in advance or browsing in person, we 

invite you to welcome in some joyful Christmas spirit safely 

at St. Luke’s Christmas Market on December 5.
The Mouth Has 3 Gatekeepers:  

Is it true?  Is it kind?  Is it necessary?



St. Luke’s Financial Information 

Annual YTD % of  
SEPT. 2020 YTD 2020 Budget Budget  

Pledge/Plate Income $ 5,305.00 $ 44,734.64 $ 56,724.00     78.9% 
Other Oper. Income $ 3,628.81 $ 20,677.50 $  33,150.00     62.4% 
Restricted Income $         0.00 $ 1,246.70 $ 2,095.00 59.5% 
TOTAL INCOME $ 8,933.81 $ 66,648.84 $ 91,969.00 72.5% 

Regular Expense $ 8,401.86 $ 71,191.07 $ 107,374.00    66.3% 
Restricted Expense $         0.00 $    845.22 $ 2,340.00 36.1%  
TOTAL EXPENSES $ 8,401.86 $ 72,036.69 $ 109,714.00     65.7% 

Net Ordinary Income/(loss) $    (532.95) $  (5,387.45)  $ (17,745.00) 30.4% 

Note: Budget deficit figure does not 
include principal payments on the Butterfield loan.  

September income includes a quarterly payment from the Raymond James 
Fund (rectory proceeds) which together with above budget pledge and plate, 
resulted in a positive Net Ordinary Income.  Of note, St. Luke’s was awarded 
a CARES SBA-PPP Loan of $11,128.15 on May 1st to help cover payroll 
and other allowed expenses.  As we have reached the end of the 24-week  
allowed period to utilize these funds, I am applying to have the loan con-
verted to a grant.  This anticipated grant, as well as reduced expenses, has 
enabled us to greatly reduce our dependence on endowment funds to date. 

                                                                     —John DesLauriers, Treasurer                 

 St. Luke’s Episcopal Church 
The Rev. Heidi L. Edson, Rector 

313 Main Street,  Chester, VT 05143  •  Office Phone:  875-6000 
stlukes@vermontel.net   •   www.stlukesepiscopalvt.org 

NOVEMBER 
CELEBRATIONS 

Birthdays: 

1       Elizabeth Assenza                             22    Richard Hunter  
9      Doug Edson                                        26   Dale Deming  
12     Marti Assenza                                     26   Joe Fromberger  
13     Luke Allen Pennell                            29   Ashley Hensel-Browning  
15     Lily Jones                                              
18    Betsy (Stretton) Adamovich 

19    Carter Evelyn Willis                           
Anniversaries: 

18   Bill & Leigh Dakin 
18   Sean & Ashley Hensel-Whalen 

“St. Luke’s  

is an  

intentional  

Christian  

community,  

deepening faith  

and  

broadening  

love.”

NOVEMBER 
WORSHIP  

We will continue to hold outdoor 

Sunday Morning Prayer Services 

as the weather permits with one service 

at 10:00 a.m. on the back lawn of the 

church—alternating between Morning 

Prayer Rite I & Rite II each week. So far 

the weather has been kind to us so we 

hope to get in a couple more weeks  

before old man winter  arrives in earnest. 

Please feel free to contact Heidi+ 

anytime either by phone or email with 

any need or simply to chat.  She is in the 

Church Office on Tuesday – Thursday 

from 9:00 a.m. til Noon. During these 

days of physical separation, a phone call 

or message can help to bring us closer  

together in spirit and heart.

§

Light in the Shadows                                                                                                           November 2020 (page 7)

A Prayer from  
St. Augustine 

Create in me gracious Lord, a spirit 
that is patient and kind. 
Keep me from all envy, boasting,  
arrogance or rudeness. 
Give me true wisdom and understand-
ing that I may always rejoice in the 
truth and never in wrong doing. 
Strengthen my trust in you, so that I 
can bear all things, believe all things, 
hope all things, and endure all things. 
Through your strong leading and my 
own feeble effort, let me mature and 
grow from the childish to the mature. 
You, Lord Jesus, are love. Make me to 
be more like you.  
Grant that your love may be my word 
and my wisdom, my great offering and 
my one accomplishment. 
For of all things, love is the greatest. 
And it never comes to an end. 
                                           Amen 

When we have a spirit of thanksgiving we can 
hold all things lightly. We receive; we do not 
grab. And when it is time to let go, we do so 
freely. We are not owners, only stewards.  
                                            —Richard Foster

DEC. LITS Deadline:      
  NOV. 30th 

Send all articles, announcements, 
photos, etc. to: Pat Fromberger, 

180 Gates Rd., Andover, VT 05143 
Email:  panjoe@vermontel.net 

+


