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WHAT’S IN A NAME?    

What’s in a name!  Every seven years the Sunday after
Christmas, eight days after Christmas, is now named the
Feast of the Holy Name of Jesus.  Observing it began
with the 1979 Book of Common Prayer. Prior to that the
eighth day after Christmas was called the Feast of the
Circumcision.  We are now celebrating the gift of Jesus’
name, with the understanding that it helps show us Jesus’
full humanity, and that he chose to be one of us.  The

name “Jesus” itself means “savior”
or “deliverer.”

During Christmas season we look
to be delivered from our fears.  In
Daily Prayer for All Seasons, a
book of hours many of us use, we
ask what fears we need to release
in order to be fully present to
God’s dwelling with and in us.

What are some of those fears to release?
The fear of death?  The ultimate loss of control and

power over ourselves and others?
Loss of control and power?
Fear of being known fully?

We celebrate the name of Jesus and our adoption as his
sisters and brothers on January 1, the first Sunday after
Christmas this year.  We were given names by our par-
ents and baptized with those names.  We became what
Presiding Bishop Michael Curry calls “Jesus people”
walking the way of love along with our brother, Jesus.  It
might be more inclusive to call Jesus our sibling rather
than a gendered term, but as humans we do find our-
selves gendered.  In the Episcopal Church and much of
Christianity we have come to recognize that gender in-
cludes a wide variety of characteristics.  Thus, it is that
we no longer exclude people who find themselves trans-
gendered as part of their being.  In all our variety, we are
Jesus’ sisters and brothers and God’s beloved children.
Our fears sometimes lock us into excluding others dif-
ferent from us as our sisters and brothers.

“Let your light shine before others so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven.”  Matt: 5:16

Our mothers accept us as we are.  Julian of Norwich in
the 14th century and Anselm of Canterbury in the 13th
and 12th called Jesus not only our brother, but also our
mother.  So, on holy name day, January 1, come with
your “fears to release” list to celebrate our full adoption
and to be Christ to one another, both inside St. Luke’s
and in the world we share with the rich variety of
humanity.  

A blessed New Year to you all.
Bruce+



VESTRY HIGHLIGHTS 

The December 13 Vestry Meeting was held in person
and by Zoom.

Treasurer’s Report. John DesLauriers reviewed the
November P&L.  Pledges and plate are down.  Outreach
Report.  Besides those contributions already listed in
the email John sent, he will be paying contributions to
Episcopal Relief & Development, to Neighborhood Con-
nections, and to the Chester Conservation Committee’s
environmental camp scholarship ($200 from Outreach
and $100 from Wreath Workshops).  Because of uncer-
tainty as to the active state of the Ministerium, he will
hold back on that contribution.  Stewardship Campaign.
Marti Assenza said two parishioners cannot fulfill their
pledges, but $38,090 is pledged for 2023.  Thank-you
notes should be written in early January, possibly at the
Vestry meeting from Marti’s donor list.  Christmas
Market 2022. As of 12-4-22, $1810.54 was received –
close to the $2000 estimated in the 2022 budget.

Bruce’s Email of 12-13-22. In a surprise email sent by
Bruce to the Vestry and 10 other parishioners early on
the morning of the December 13 Vestry meeting, we
learned that Bruce received a joint email (sent the pre-
vious week by Rev. Canon Linda Grenz, the VT Canon
for Transition, and Bishop Shannon) along with an at-
tached Memorandum of Understanding.   According to
the communications, the Bishop appointed Bruce as
Transition Priest, no longer Supply priest, as of January
1, 2023, and the transition was to last until a settled
priest is in place for St Luke’s.   Responsibilities include
“guiding the congregation through the transition process
in concert with the bishop and her staff…working with
the vestry to engage the congregation in the process out-
lined in the Discernment Manual, working with the
Canon for Mission Vitality and the Transition Consult-
ant to identify options and opportunities for the future,
and working with the Transition Consultant to explore
options for clergy leadership.”  As part of the responsi-
bility, Bruce will “chair the vestry meetings, ensure that
weekly worship is provided by training & overseeing
lay worship leaders and Eucharistic Visitors and work-
ing with the vestry’s designees to schedule supply
priests, and coordinate or provide pastoral care.”  Addi-
tional compensation – besides that given to supply
clergy for worship services – will include “$30 per hour
for vestry meetings, pastoral care or meetings related to
the discernment and transition process.”  This appoint-
ment came as a surprise to the Vestry.  St. Luke’s has

been enjoying a period of calm as we solved our own
needs for Supply Clergy and organists and tried to de-
termine who will return to church after Covid and vari-
ous medical ailments and how much support we can
depend upon from parishioners and fundraising events.
Previous conversations with the Diocese indicated that
we should continue as we were, paying our assessment
to the Diocese and solving our own needs as the Dio-
cese tried to determine its own financial stability and
structure.  In very frank discussions, Vestry members
voiced concern that the Diocese might force St. Luke’s
to take premature steps in determining its future.  Bruce
assured us that there would not be any pressure on St.
Luke’s and that all decisions would be our own.  He
thought he would be more effective in his new role to
create more opportunities for us with the Diocese.  The
Vestry is appreciative of all Bruce has done for St.
Luke’s and many were relieved that the appointment
would cement more firmly our 3-month agreements in
the relationship we have established with Bruce; but all
felt that the Diocese should have contacted us and dis-
cussed the matter before the Bishop’s decision was made
since St. Luke’s was not floundering.  On the basis of
Bruce’s assurance of no pressure for St. Luke’s to solve
the Diocese’s wish to merge churches and perhaps force
financial obligations that may not be possible, the Vestry
clerk signed the memo of understanding presented, but
the Vestry will send with the signed memo a message
about disappointment with the Diocese’s communication.

Budget 2023. John noted that Plate was up, and offer-
ings have been higher this year.  Will new pledges af-
fect the plate income?  LEGO Contest. Because of
continuing Covid cases, LEGOs will not take place
again this year.  Rector Expense. Bruce is OK contin-
uing to be paid as Supply.  Building Maintenance. The
roof has several broken and slipped slates that will need
repair next year.  Communications. The church’s WIX
website needs additional changes. 

Annual Meeting. The meeting will be advertised and
convened on January 22 with a recess until Sunday Feb-
ruary 5 to allow time to print the reports and create the
Annual Report for advance distribution at church on Jan-
uary 29.  Belinda will ask Rick Hunter if he will create
the report again.  Nominating Committee. Belinda re-
ported that Beth Salisbury will not seek reelection to a 3-
year seat.  Therefore the new Class of 2026 for the
Vestry will be Belinda, Lillian, and Sean Whalen.  No
volunteers were found for the Finance Committee.  Pro-
posed Finance Committee members need to know 

(Continued on page 4)



A LIFE IN THE LIGHT
By Sean Whalen

The picture provided here by my longtime friend Belinda
shows my son Saul, age 10, watching me light the first
candle of this Advent in St. Luke's Church.  It was a
joyful moment for us.  True, the picture also shows that
I have grown a belly and don't spend much on barbers
or combs!  But mostly I see a lot of love there.  You can
tell that Saul is watching the light and is eager to take
over the job of lighting – which our Acolyte, Sally
Hoover, invited him to do on the fourth Sunday.

The picture shows us in a good light, and it also shows
the beauty of our beloved St. Luke's sanctuary: the
carved oak arcade, the light through stained glass.  All
of it is very much alive to Saul and me – still a living
space in which we learn, pray, worship, and sing together.
See the blue pipes of the Hamill organ – what a joy
they are to us!  There aren't many pipe organs like this
one still working – but in St. Luke's, those pipes still
sing, and by Karlaine's wonderful ministry as our
Church Musician, we still learn new songs.

If you look carefully near the center of the picture, you
can also see the tripod David Carey uses to share our
Sunday worship online so that friends can worship with
us from anywhere – another beautiful thing, another
ministry, another change in our life together.

So much life in the picture:  an old man, a young boy,
sacred music and art, architecture, new technology,
learning and light – a Light that keeps us coming back,
doesn't it?  The first time I lit the St. Luke's Advent
wreath was in 1983. I was a year older than Saul is
today.  The Church and I have been through a lot of
changes together.  Friends like Belinda and many others,
including the great company of St. Luke’s saints whom
we have loved, have kept us coming back to this Light
that we share.  And isn't it so valuable and precious to
us all that St. Luke's continues to be a living place, in
which we still light these candles!  The joy I feel in
bringing my family – Ashley and our three children:
Aurora (12), Saul and Leona (9) – into the sharing of
this Light, all these years along, is beyond words.  But
you can see it in the picture!  We are so thankful to be
together with all of you in this Light.

Zechariah Got an Angel

Zechariah got an angel.
Mary got an angel, came to her door. 
Joseph had regular updates,
angelic GPS directions coming and going. 
Even the shepherds got personal notification.
I don't get angels.
No heavenly messengers sing to me,
point out the miracles, lead the way,
shine with glory, tell me what to do. 
But I want to know what this means,
where to look, where to go, what to do. 
How do I do this without angels?

God, give me faith to sit tight and listen.

And listen.

To listen to the voice of love
until I know, 
and then  
to listen to the voice of love
until I sing.

Steve Garnaas-Holmes  
Unfolding Light  



Highlights of Vestry Meeting
(Contiued from page 2)

about investments and should review the restricted funds
and update the endowment book that stopped at 2008.
Volunteers will be sought at the Annual Meeting.

Altar Guild. Wax from the Advent Wreath burned some
vegetation and dripped wax onto the carpet in a 6”x6”
section; cleaning will have to be tackled when warmer
weather returns.  Carpet needs protection in the future.
Poinsettias are coming on 12/23.  Colleen Garey will ask
Sean Whalen to help Christmas Eve.  

Junior Warden Report. David Carey has been trying
to reformat the website to better mesh with cell phones,
and he has been working on the Directory.  Church Reg-
isters. David broke into the locked filing cabinet and re-
trieved the registers going back to 1845.  Sean Whalen
took the old cabinets away.  Sound Analysis. An anony-
mous parishioner has offered to pay for a sound engi-
neer to analyze the sound needs in the church to see what
the cost for needed upgrade might be.   

Next meeting:  January 10, 2023, at 6:30 PM.
Lillian Willis, Secretary/Clerk

CHRISTMAS MARKET 2022

A small, but dedicated, crew pulled off another appeal-
ing Christmas Market ready for customers on Saturday
December 3.  The weather wasn’t inviting, and most of
the area non-profits seemed to have chosen our tradi-
tional date for their own fairs, but Willard Hall was in
great spirits – warm, decorated with greenery, and filled
with delights by St. Luke’s crafters and culinary wizards.
Moreover, both new and saved items for Grandma’s
Attic had been culled to present an array of desirable
items.  Special thanks go to Ann Summers, Lynda
Farmer, and David Carey for their swift efforts in that
formidable task.

Knowing she was going to have a knee replacement,
Marcia Clinton prepared her offerings in advance and
delivered her famous candles decorated with wildflow-
ers and her hand-cut, delicate scherenschnitte tree orna-
ments while she could drive, and then arranged for the
Hoovers to weigh and bring her three different kinds of
perishable, healthy dog treats for the Pet Corner.

Other forward-thinking cooks were Ann Summers –
making jars of authentic mincemeat and English chunky
marmalade and also banana-cranberry bread – and Mar-
jorie Carey, who made traditional English Christmas
Puddings.  Other pastry chefs were Colleen Garvey with
a gorgeous Christmas cranberry pie and cake, Lynda
Farmer with tempting apple pie and chocolate cake,
Janice Fielder with her small loaves of pumpkin bread,
and Eileen Widger, who set a new record for numbers
of her famous Swedish Visitor’s Cake and biscotti.  Pre-
serves were also made by Lillian Willis and Sally
Hoover, who supplied bags of her special zesty popcorn.
Twenty-six kinds of soup were prepared by Nina and
Don Huffer, Eileen and Tom Widger, and Lillian and
David Willis.  Two legs of lamb and fresh eggs were do-
nated by Sean Whalen.

In addition there were birch birdfeeders and centerpieces
(thanks to David Willis), evergreen decorations, Be-
linda’s decorated jewelry and boxes, plus a selection of
framed and unframed art, many with original paintings.  

Most of the contributors also helped with set up and take
down and worked the event.  David Carey, St. Luke’s
indefatigable greeter and cashier, was on constant en-
thusiastic duty.  Thank you to all involved and also to
the many supporters.  As a result of these positive ef-
forts, St. Luke’s was able to raise over $1800.  Jewelry board for Grandma’s Attic beautifully organzed by

Lynda Farmer.
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February LITS
DEADLINE
January 20th

Send articles and photos to 
lbwilllisct@comcast.net

!"

JANUARY CELEBRATIONS

Birthdays:
4    David Carey
4    George Cheney
10  Alexandra Scarlett  
11  Marjorie Carey  
16  Ashley Paine
24  Sandra Rich
26  Belinda Whipple Worth
30  Brian Paine

Reminder:  please mail in your pledge contributions.  Thank you!
An updated financial report will be included in the February LITS.

“St. Luke’s  
is an 

intentional 
Christian 

community, 
deepening faith 

and 
broadening 

love.”

CHURCH SERVICES IN WILLARD HALL 
From January 1, 2023, until warmer weather returns, all church
services will take place in Willard Hall.  Sunday services are at
10 AM in person and, whenever possible, by Zoom and followed
by coffee hour.  Wednesday afternoon services are at  5:30 PM.
Changes will be sent by email and posted on the church website.

Prayer by George Washington in Letter to the 
Hebrew Congregation in Newport, 1790

(taken from Hillsdale College Christmas Card, 2022)

“May the Father of all mercies scatter light, and not
darkness, upon our paths, and make us all in our

several vocations useful here, and in His own due
time and way everlastingly happy.”

CHURCH ANNUAL MEETING 

The 2023 Annual Meeting will be convened at the end of the serv-
ice on Sunday January 22 and immediately recessed to be contin-
ued on Sunday February 5 to allow for the preparation and printing
of annual reports and the complete report book, as well as its dis-
tribution to parishioners on Sunday January 29.  The meeting will
include Vestry elections and approval of the budget.  The Nomi-
nating Committee of David Carey, Joan Sullivan, Ann Summers,
and Belinda Whipple Worth sought volunteers to fill Vestry posi-
tions expiring in 2023 which are currently held by Beth Salisbury,
Belinda Whipple Worth, and Lillian Willis.  Belinda and Lillian will
run for another 3-year term.  Beth will not, and Sean Whalen will
run in her place.  Nominations may be made from the floor and will
be sought for a new 3-member Finance Committee.


