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HOLY WEEK – A Realm 
Between Sorrow and Joy

"Who will roll away the stone for us from the 
entrance to the tomb?"  [Mark 16:3b]

e are all familiar with the
story of the three women –

Mary Magdalene, Mary, the mother
of James, and Salome – from
Mark's Gospel who rose up just as
the sun was rising to light their
way to the tomb.  Believing Jesus
still to be lying dead in the tomb,
they had brought their spices for
anointing.

Since March of 2020, it seems that we, too, have been
focusing a lot on the tomb – the place for the dead to
rest.  Indeed, our own lives individually and together
as Christ's community in Chester, VT, has seemed rather
"tomb-like,” hasn't it?  Each of us surely has our own
"tomb-story" to share these past years.

As the three women journeyed to the site of Jesus'
burial, they discovered that the tomb was empty.  The
young man dressed in white robes said to them:  "Do not
be alarmed; you are looking for Jesus of Nazareth...He
has been raised...."  Flabbergasted, the women fled from
the tomb, saying nothing because they were afraid. 

I wonder what the women were expecting and believing
at that tomb.  Surely the news of Jesus' resurrection
would be a joy-filled occasion.  But, it appears, these
women were not yet ready for this life-changing event of
Jesus' resurrection.

Here at St. Luke's, we find ourselves in an eventful time
of straddling the sorrow of Holy Week that is soon to 
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REOPENING OF CHURCHES

n a few days we will have the Sunday of the Passion,
Palm Sunday, and Holy Week.  Then following is

Easter Sunday that begins Eastertide.  We have been
here before, haven't we!  This will be our second Lent
and Easter with the Covid-19 virus still among us.  

Our country is making great strides in doing battle with
this pandemic, along with the various strains that have
arisen in the tenure of this pandemic.  There is that "light
at the end of the tunnel," and we must continue to be
patient until it is safe to fully reopen our churches here
in Vermont.

In reading the latest guidelines regarding Reopening of
Churches from the Diocesan website, I would like to
share what the Restart Team has written with regards to
the spirit in which their decisions are being made.  Allow
me to quote a few lines:  "We wish to reiterate that these
decisions are made in a spirit of great love and care for
the health and safety of all members of the church."
These words remind us that we, as the church, are a
community of love that seeks  the welfare of "the other"
before our own.  As members of the One Body in Christ,
we regard ourselves as a "community of believers" that
cares for the least among us.

Dear Friends, as the guidelines also state, we have indeed
been baptized into a hope so powerful that it can even
survive death.  Our faith teaches us that God is a God of
abundance.  In this truth, our temporary "fast" will have
an end.  

Psalm 30:6 from the Book of Common
Prayer gives us these words of hope and
comfort:  "Weeping may spend the night,*
but joy comes in the morning."  We are
still "in the night," but the morning always
comes, doesn't it!

Heidi+
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“Let your light shine before others so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven.”  Matt: 5:16



EASTER GIFTS BY PINS
(Partners in Service)

n previous years the PINS (Partners in Service) com-
mittee has asked Carmina Graciadealba, our liaison

from the Department of Children and Families (DCF),
for 3-4 families who would benefit from a surprise gift
of food staples and Easter baskets for their kids.  This year
we have 4 families with a total of 8 kids ranging in age
from 2-17 years.  Due to the pandemic, we made the decision
to give each family a gift card valued at $125 to be used
at the supermarket nearest them, instead of giving boxes
containing an Easter dinner and food staples.  In addition,
Easter baskets were filled with age-appropriate gifts:
books, crayons, colored pencils, puzzle books, balls,
jump ropes, stickers, stuffed animals, toy trucks and cars,
and some candy.  Each family also received a St. Luke’s
note card with a message of hope written inside.  The
total amount spent for this Easter project was $615.54.

The PINS committee relies on donations from the
members of St. Luke’s to continue its outreach
endeavors. If you wish to help, please send a check to
the church and write “PINS” on the memo line. 

PINS is a partnership with the social workers of DCF
who can identify and voice the needs of families in their
caseloads – needs that would otherwise go unheard and
unmet.   A way to put faith into action, PINS projects can
involve the entire congregation in reaching out to
vulnerable children and families in their communities.

The PINS committee thanks all members of St. Luke’s
for their continuing support for our mission of outreach
to the community.  We couldn’t do it without you.

Marcia Clinton

EUCHARISTIC VISITOR

hat is a Eucharistic Visitor?  A Eucharistic Visitor
is a member of a specific Episcopal congregation

whom the Rector invites and instructs in the admin-
istration of Home Communion.  The Bishop and the
Vermont Episcopal Diocese license the Visitor, who takes
Communion to those shut-ins who request it.  How does
it work?  The Visitor attends the morning church service,
the Home Communion set sits on the altar, and its bless-
ing takes place when the elements are consecrated.  At
the end of the service a sending prayer is given, and the
Visitor leaves the Church immediately carrying the
Communion set.  This immediacy makes the shut-in part
of the service. At the home, Communion takes place
using a form previously outlined.  This visit does not
constitute a social visit, but remains within the con-
straints of the Communion and the church service. 

St. Luke's has two licensed Eucharistic Visitors – Marti
Assenza and Janet Hunter – who would be honored to take
Home Communion to those who need or desire it.  To
make arrangements for that service, please contact Heidi.

If you are interested in becoming a Eucharistic Visitor,
please speak with Heidi.  For additional questions, con-
cerns, or needs, you may also contact Marti or Janet.

[Janet's note:  For many years, I functioned as a Eucharistic
Visitor in Bucks County, PA.  Almost weekly I visited at Pine
Run Community, where a good number of the church’s parish-
ioners were residents.  Each week I visited a different resident
taking the bulletin, paraphrasing the sermon, and giving the
Communion.  That sharing was a sacred blessing for me and,
I hope, for those I visited.  It was also pastoral service I dearly
miss since moving to Vermont.  I am honored this important
part of caring is entrusted to me again.] 

Holy Week – A Realm Between 
Sorrow and Joy
(Continued from page 1)

come and the joy of Easter that follows.  Joining with
these faithful women, we too must head toward the
empty tomb and be present to what awaits us. Unlike
the women, we come already knowing that Christ has
risen!  And that is the Good News we carry in our
hearts and lives.

Blessings,
Heidi+
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REMEMBERING RED JOHNSON

n our many years of serving St. Luke's Church it was
our pleasure to work alongside Red Johnson.  Red

was always there to help out.  This was especially true
on Sunday mornings – helping his dear wife, Adelaide,
with Altar Guild duties.  Need an usher? Lawn mowed?
Brush removed?  Count on Red for those tasks, too.  He
was aside Adelaide in her duties at the Chester-Andover
Family Center, especially delivering the church food

donations.  He was in the forefront meticulously and
charmingly collecting and managing the money during
the annual Christmas Tea.  During the Annual August
Supper, Red was again at the helm greeting guests and
then cheerfully collecting their money.

When it came to heavy lifting in the parish, Red Johnson
was in his element – bringing all his skills as a super-
organized ex-Marine.  When former rector, Paul Bran-
nock-Wanter retired and moved back to Kentucky, Red
was our load master for not one but two rental truck
loads.  There he was on the load ramp calmly calling out
to the rest of us exactly which piece of furniture he
wanted to fit next into the truck.  It was a big task because
there were so many boxes of books, along with valuable
antiques, that all had to be perfectly and tightly loaded
to prevent damage during the long road trip south.

Red Johnson was also known for his service to the wider
community, and was Chairman of the Andover Select
Board.  We asked friend and Andover resident Maddy
Bodin to share her thoughts about Red Johnson. "Red
Johnson was a chaperone with the Chester-Andover
school ski program at Okemo for a long time, at least 10
years to the best of my knowledge.  My daughter had
enjoyed skiing with him when she was younger, so when

I was assigned to be one of the adults helping the group
he was leading, I couldn’t wait to find out what the
magic was.  As it turned out, the magic was simply Red.
As the leader of a group of a dozen or so nine-year-old
skiers, he was calm.  He never raised his voice.  He
asked the kids what they wanted to do, and then we did
that.  So, we spent a lot of time on the Hotdog Hill terrain
park and in the half pipe.  If kids ducked into the woods
to ski between the trees and then fell down, one of the
adults waded in there and got them out.  He didn’t yell
and didn’t scold.  When I was a children’s ski instructor,
I was told that being silly and loud were job require-
ments.  Red was neither of those things.  He proved that
you could be relaxed and still have fun.  

And, of course, we all know he was a great friend of
many, a loving husband, father, and grandfather.  The
family celebrated Red's life recently in Virginia and will
hold a burial service this summer in Windsor, CT, where
he was born 83 years ago.  He will be sorely missed, but
remembered well and with joy in our hearts.

Lew and Bonnie Watters

Circle of God
The dead have returned to the nest of their 
identity within the great circle of God.  
God is the greatest circle of all, the 
largest embrace in the universe, 
which holds visible and 
invisible, temporal 
and eternal, 
as one. 

John O’Donohue
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HIGHLIGHTS FROM ZOOM 
FEBRUARY VESTRY MEETING 

Focus.  Outreach. The outreach donations and bene-
ficiaries will be the same for 2021 as in 2020.  PINS.
Besides Easter food and baskets, the PINS Committee
will once again prepare backpacks for school in the fall.
Marcia Clinton would appreciate monetary donations
for both these projects, so she can shop sales.  

Treasurer’s Report. Treasurer John DesLauriers is
pursuing a new Federal PPP Loan.   

Junior Warden’s Report. Sunday Zoom Services.
Everyone agrees that the better camera is improving the
services, which are a technological work in progress.
Snowy Church Paths. The insurance company requires
regular maintenance and clearing for fire and emergency
access.  David Carey will be responsible for that task
until he hires someone.  

Old Business.  2021 Annual Meeting by Zoom. Con-
sensus was that the meeting went well – made easier by
having a small number of attendees (25).  Rick Hunter
was thanked for his excellent job in putting together the
2020 Annual Report.  WIX Website. The website is
being reviewed for updates and changes. 

New Business.  150th Anniversary of St. Luke’s
Consecration. That event cannot happen on the actual
date of May 25, 2021, because of the Plant Sale.  Heidi
will contact the Bishop to see when she might be avail-
able to attend, perhaps May 23.  Ideally, the service would
be in the church or outside (and not by Zoom).  Ash
Wednesday Service. A potential Zoom service was dis-
cussed (with no imposition of ashes), and concerns were
voiced about the lack of meaningful traditions because
of Covid.  St. Mark’s is making packets of ashes and
hanging them on a tree for people to pick up, but Heidi
says ashes should not be self-imposed.  Reopening of
Church. Vestry members were united in expressing the
immediate need for both clergy and Diocese to find
more creative, flexible, and imaginative ways to answer
the needs of parishioners during the pandemic.

Next Vestry Meeting:  March 9, 2021.

Lillian Willis, Clerk

HIGHLIGHTS FROM ZOOM
MARCH VESTRY MEETING 

Focus.  Maintenance.  Heat. Annual furnace check-
ups will be done by HB Fuels April 26.  Except for a
higher temperature on Sundays 9:30-11:30 AM, the heat
is set at 55 degrees in Willard Hall.  If desired, people
can increase the heat manually and turn it down before
leaving the building. Outside Lights. When the snow
melts, David Carey will contact an electrician to fix the
farther lamppost by the back path, and the solar light
nearer the parking area will be installed. 

Treasurer’s Report. Treasurer John DesLauriers re-
ported that income in January and February is down.  He
will let the Vestry know if he has to tap Vanguard funds.
Reconciliation of Checkbook. As suggested by the
Diocese, a parishioner worked with John to reconcile the
checkbook.  Volunteer David Carey did that on March 6
and encourages others to help with this easy task. New
PPP Loan Application. Standards and forms are less
clear and more difficult than those in the first round.
John will let us know the outcome.  [Note:  Approval
has been given, but the allowable sum is smaller than
that in the first loan.]

Rector’s Report. Enneagram Retreat. Heidi found
her weekend-long retreat worthwhile in terms of
personal perspective and insight.   Of the 22 participants,
most were from Vermont.

Old Business.  150th Anniversary of St. Luke’s
Consecration on Sunday May 23, Day of Pentecost.
Bishop Shannon will participate in the Eucharistic
Service.  Whether in-person or by Zoom is still to be
decided.  Recognition Sunday. Will likely take place in
June.  Church Website. A committee of Lew Watters,
Marti Assenza, David Carey, and Lillian Willis will
address changes to make the site more welcoming and
relevant, stylistically consistent, and more up-to-date
with information and photographs.  

New Business. Parochial Report. Questions were
asked about the number of active church members and
what makes a parishioner a member in good standing
(attendance at least three times a year with communion
at least once).  Holy Week and Easter Services. Given
the small number who participated on Ash Wednesday, 

Continued on  next page



Highlights of March Vestry Meeting
(Continued from previous page)

Heidi will email parishioners a list of Zoom service
options.  Good Friday.  Heidi will hold a 6 PM service by
Zoom.  Easter.  Heidi will hold one 10 AM Zoom service
and review services with the Worship Committee.  

LITS and Communications. Pat Fromberger
is presently unable to continue her inspired editorial
work of 23 years.  Because it is important to have early
information about Holy Week and Easter before Palm
Sunday, Lillian volunteered to take on the job while she
sees if that must be permanent or if someone else will
volunteer.  Vestry members offered to contribute articles
and other information.  Pastoral Care. Because of the
disconnection of parishioners through Covid restrictions
and their voiced concern about lack of information about
other parishioners, the Vestry reviewed some aims that
had been agreed upon and discussed in the MMR meet-
ing with Canon Bates on February 22, 2020, and that
had been reported in a summary published in the March
2020 LITS.  Specific services which fell behind when the
Pastoral Care Team stopped meeting during the pan-
demic and Covid restrictions – such as the new Pastoral
Care Book, Prayer Chain, Eucharistic Visitors, and
Transportation Committee – will be reactivated, and
Heidi will let parishioners know by email of others who
are ill, if given permission to do so.  Please see infor-
mation in this newsletter about those committees and
opportunities to volunteer or request assistance. 

Reopening of Church.  The Vestry continues
to ask for the Restart Committee to offer more creative
ways to let churches open up and to provide innovative
suggestions to help clergy and Vestry spread the min-
istry and communication.  The Vestry would like to
know how many of the 53 Episcopal churches in Vermont
have already asked to reopen.

Lillian Willis, Clerk

PRAYER CHAIN

s you may recall, in the past St. Luke's had a phone
chain for those needing prayer.  Somehow this impor-

tant, caring form of communication ceased.  We, of the
Pastor Care Committee, with Vestry and Rector approval,
are working to initiate this ministry again.  Anyone in
the congregation, or friends of our congregation, who
would like to be part of the call list is asked to contact
Janet Hunter.  After the list of participants is compiled,
it will be distributed to those wishing to take part, so
they can know where they are in the queue, and who is
next in the chain to call.  The list will be posted upstairs
and downstairs in the Church, although the exact locations
have not yet been determined.  The congregation will be
informed when and where the lists are posted.

If requesting prayer on your or someone else’s behalf,
please contact any member of the Pastoral Care Commit-
tee and specify what information may be made public.
The Committtee will respect confidentiality as requested.

Please let a member of the Pastoral Care Committee
know if you have questions or concerns.

Marti Assenza 802-289-2582 (c); 
Marjorie Carey 802-875-4235
Heidi Edson 808-896-1198 (c)
Janet Hunter 802-886-2304
Belinda Wipple-Worth 802-282-7129 (c)

Lenten Prayer
Lord our God, this Lenten season, we ask simply for You.

Help us, Your humble servants, to fear no evil,
To have courage in You and You alone, Lord God,

In whom we find refuge.
Lead us through verdant pastures to return to You

Our Lord and shepherd.  
Amen.

Transportation Volunteers Needed

A while ago several parishioners decided it would be
helpful to have a list of volunteers who might be avail-
able, even at short notice, to help those in the commu-
nity who need a ride.  The list is missing, but the Vestry
would like to resurrect the program.  The concept is
simple:  anyone needing a lift to get to shops, doctors,
dentist, optician, etc., can find a ride by simply asking. 

If you might be available to help in such a situation,
and if you have specific restrictions (such as not being
available on a particular day, or not able to drive along
bad roads during mud season), just let me know.

I hope you will consider this wonderful opportunity
to help others in our community in a small way.  

David Carey, 802-875-4235
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AMAZON’S SMILE PROGRAM

ere’s a reminder of one way to effortlessly support
St. Luke’s.  Amazon’s Smile program can regularly

give a donation to St. Luke’s Church that is NOT an
add-on to your purchase price, but is a donation that will
be equivalent to one-half of one percent of your pur-
chase amount.  Purchases that generate a donation are
generally those bought directly through Amazon, not
those bought from one of Amazon’s partners.

This is how you can set up an automatic way to send an
additional contribution to St. Luke’s without an expense
on your part.  If you order from Amazon and have an
Amazon account, go to https://Smile.Amazon.com and
sign in to your account.  (You may be linked to it auto-
matically.)  On the top bar of the page that opens up,
hover over Accounts & Lists.   Choose Your Account
from the Your Account listing.  Scroll down to the Other
Programs box (far right on the second line of big boxes
toward the bottom of the page) and click on “Change
your Amazon Smile charity.”   To speed the process, find
the box entitled “Or pick your own charitable organiza-
tion.”  Type in “St. Luke’s Episcopal Church, Chester,
VT.”  Click on “Search.”  That action will show you a
listing for our St. Luke’s Episcopal Church, Chester, VT.
Click on “Select.”  The next page will tell you that
you’ve changed or added St. Luke’s as your charity and
give you the opportunity to drag the AmazonSmile icon
onto your URL Bookmarks header for easy online
ordering.  You just need to remember to choose Ama-
zonSmile when you order to give St. Luke’s a chance to
benefit.  That’s all there is to it.

If you’ve never ever ordered through Smile, go to
https://Smile.Amazon.com.  To register, you may have
to give your email address and add your Amazon
password.  Then follow directions similar to those above
to indicate St. Luke’s Episcopal Church, Chester, VT, in
the area where you pick your charitable organization.   

Only one beneficiary may be designated at a time.   If
you’ve already chosen a charity, you can change or even
rotate your chosen organization by simply signing in and
following the directions above.   We hope you’ll consider
supporting St. Luke’s in this additional, no-cost way.  If
you have questions, please contact John DesLauriers or
Lillian Willis.

Covid-19 Vaccine Shots

Shortly, most or all of St. Luke’s parishioners will
have received their second Covid vaccine shot and
have entered into a safer zone.  The Vestry thought
that knowing when and which parishioners have
finished their shots could enable easier planning for
in-person meetings and social events.  If you’d like to
share that information, please relate the date of your
second shot to Lillian Willis at lbwillisct@comcast.net
or 802-875-1340.

Music Playlists Are Back

While it’s been wonderful to get back to hymns on
Zoom, for some of us the shorter service has a draw-
back – not enough music.  So I’ve been asked to
bring back some thematic YouTube music that I’ll
send out through email blasts as before.

I’ll start by sending two emails a week apart to rec-
ommend some music for Palm Sunday/Passion Week
and then Easter.  After that, expect an eblast from me
every other Friday to help you get ready for Sunday.
I look forward to meeting with you over the new and
old, familiar and different, music that praises God.

Anne Goodreau, Church Musician

Prayer

Almighty God, whose most dear Son went
not up to joy but first he suffered pain, 

and entered not into glory before 
he was crucified:  

Mercifully grant that we, in the way of the cross,
may find it none other than the way of life
and peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen
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St. Luke’s Episcopal Church
The Rev. Heidi L. Edson, Rector

313 Main Street, Chester, VT 05143 • Office Phone: 875-6000
stlukes@vermontel.net • www.stlukesepiscopalvt.org

Holy Week and 
Easter Worship

This year during Holy Week and Easter
Sunday, in order to comply with Covid-19
restrictions, St. Luke’s will offer the follow-
ing services via Zoom.  

• Palm and Passion Sunday Service on
March 28 at 10 AM  

• Informal Stations of the Cross on March
28, noon-6 PM, and in the church
during Holy Week, MondayMarch
29-Saturday April 3, 9 AM-6 PM

• Good Friday Service on April 2 at 6 PM
*Service comes from the BCP276-282

• Easter Sunday Service on April 4 at 10 AM

If you are interested in participating in the
reading of the Passion on Palm/Passion
Sunday, please let me know by Friday
March 26 so arrangements may be made to
get the script. 

For the Stations of the Cross, booklets that
will guide you to each Station will be on the
table in the Church as you enter through the
Red Door nearest Willard Hall.  There will
not be a formal guided Stations walk this
year.  However, individual persons or family
members may come in during Holy Week
starting Sunday March 28, noon-6 PM, and
then from 9 AM-6 PM Monday March 29-
Saturday April 3 for prayer and walking the
Stations of the Cross.

Prayers and Blessings,
Heidi+

MARCH/APRIL CELEBRATIONS

Birthdays:
March
8   Janet Hunter
8   Lew Watters
9   Ross Jones
10  John “Doc) Sexton
17  Megha Guerra
17  William Scarlett
31  Bill Dakin

Anniversaries:
March 12 Jim & Joan Sullivan

April
2   Rudy & Cindy Roundy-Winston
9   John & Alison DesLauriers
12  Dick & Lynda Farmer
22  David & Lillian Willis, Sr.
27  David & Kathleen Willis, Jr.
29  Doug & Heidi Edson

April
5   Marcia Leader
9   Kate Watters
12  Gloria Deming
13  Rudy Winston III
16  Sharon Haumann
12  Jane Davis
25  David Willis, Sr.
30  Dick Farmer

St. Luke’s Financial Information
As noted in the January report, the first two months of the year are chal-
lenging with no significant investment income or fundraisers.  March
will be improved with a quarterly disbursement from Raymond James
(rectory investment income). John DesLauriers, Treasurer

Feb. 2021 YTD 2021 An. Budget YTD % of 
Budget

Pledge & Plate Income 2,815.00 8,530.00 54,206.00 15.7%
Other Operating Income 32.49 78.44 35,200.00 .2%

Restricted Income 250.00 270..00 2,540.00 10.6%
TOTAL INCOME $3,097.49 $8,878.44 $91,946.00 9.66%

Regular Expense 5,931.64 13,765.28 102,238.81 13.5%
Restricted Expense 0.00 150.00 2,340.00 6.4%

TOTAL EXPENSES $5,931.64 $13,915.28 $104,578.81 13.3%

New Ordinary Income (loss) $(2,834.15) $(5,036.84) $(12,632.81) 40.0%

Other Income 0.00 0.00 $14,750.00
Net Income $(2,834.15) $(5,036.84) $2,117.31

MAY LITS Deadline 
APRIL 21st

Send all articles, photos, etc., to
Lillian Willis at

lbwilllisct@comcast.net

!"

PALMS. Members of the Vestry will deliver
palms to parishioners on Saturday March 27.
Heidi will bless the palms the following day at
the Palm Sunday Service. 

“St. Luke’s  
is an 

intentional 
Christian 

community, 
deepening faith 

and 
broadening 

love.”


