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FINDING HOLINESS IN DIFFERENCE

"A great deal of our politics, our ecclesiastical life,
often our personal life as well, is dominated by the 

assumption that everything would be all right, if only
some people would go away."  [Rowan Williams 

(former Archbishop of Canterbury),  The Way of Benedict]

t's summer again here in Vermont!  As with last year's
summer when COVID-19 kept us wondering what

the future might look like, we find
ourselves still trying to navigate
our way forward through this pan-
demic.  The difference this time
around is that we can see the
"silver lining" that's ahead of us.
Our world is opening up again and
doesn't this feel great!  Yet with
new opportunities come also new
decisions and plans.

Every quarter in the year, I receive the Society of St.
John the Evangelist's (SSJE) periodical called Cowley.
This latest issue deals with the notion of power and
authority and how people of faith define this power and
authority God has given us to use.  

One article in particular, written by Geoffrey Tristram,
entitled "Finding Holiness in the Sanctuary of Differ-
ence" seemed to speak to me.  Br. Tristram contrasts the
Church's understanding of power and authority over
against that of the world's.  One thing in common with
both worldly and ecclesiastical power is that there will
always be those among us who annoy and irritate us.
The question Br. Tristram raises is how can we as the
Church build up our community and not allow it to break
down because of disagreements?  How can we learn to
live with the person (for example) who offends or opposes
us and yet not exclude him or her from the decision-
making process?    

(Continued on next page)
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“Let your light shine before others so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven.”  Matt: 5:16

PINS BACKPACK PROJECT BEGINS 

nce again the PINS (Partners in Service) Committee
has received approval from Carmina Garciadealba,

Foster Care Recruiter and our liaison from the Depart-
ment of Child and Family Services (DCF) in Spring-
field, to donate backpacks filled with school items for
children in foster care and children in families in crisis.
Last year we were able to donate more than 80 back-
packs to kids from grade levels K-12.  This year the
collection will run from July 1 to August 15. There will
be a bin in the rear of the church for donations, but we
also welcome monetary support.

We are collecting the following items:  backpacks of all sizes,
pencils, colored pencils, pencil sharpeners, erasers, pens,
crayons, highlighters, rulers, calculators, thumb drives,  
8”x11” spiral notebooks, 3-ring binders,  3-hole lined paper,
3-ring pencil cases, folders w/pockets, 5”x8” day planners,
sticky notes, glue sticks, safety scissors, hand sanitizers.

If you wish to support the PINS effort but cannot shop
during sales for school supplies, please send a donation
in the form of a check to St. Luke’s Church and write
PINS in the memo section.  Committee members will be
happy to do the shopping for you.

PINS (Partners in Service) is a vehicle for putting faith
into action and is one of the organizations that St. Luke’s
supports through its Outreach Program.  The beauty of
PINS lies in its ability to convey a message of love, empathy,
and caring to vulnerable children who are experiencing
feelings of loss, fear, isolation, and grief.  A child’s realization
that someone in the community cares makes an enormous
difference to that individual’s well-being.

Each new school year, every kid likes to start with new
equipment for learning, especially those kids who don’t often
get new things.  Won’t you help us help them?  Thanks
for all your support in the past years with this project.

Marcia Clinton, PINS Chair



Finding Holiness in Difference
(Continued from page 1)

Here at St. Luke's, we have not been immune to this
challenge of working together as God's people.  We've
had our share of disagreements and frictions throughout
these many months of the pandemic.  Knowing this, how
can we begin to move forward in faith?  The answer to
this question is to commit ourselves wholeheartedly to
the Way of Jesus.  What did Jesus do?  Jesus lifted up
and embraced every person!  Br. Tristram writes that
when we can learn to receive one another in love by
respecting and honoring those with a different opinion,
that's the moment we can come together as the one body
in Christ and enjoy together the peace and the love of
Christ, our Head.  
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WHAT DO YOU LOVE TO SING?

une brought a lot of changes to the music ministry as
we moved inside and back to the organ and grand piano

that we love.  The instruments weathered their hiatus well
and just needed a little bit of TLC.  As I’m one of those old-
fashioned people who feels that there is nothing like an
acoustic instrument, I was more than happy to put my
hands on those familiar keyboards again.

The first service, however, was quite sad.  We were remem-
bering Pat Fromberger, who, among many other things, loved
music and faithfully sang alto in the choir for years.  

When I’m playing for a music lover I always want the
music to be special.  And there I ran into a problem.  What
were Pat’s favorite hymns?   We all knew she loved music,
but no one was sure what she liked the best.  Finally we
discovered that she had requested “Abide with Me,” so I
wove that into the hymns Heidi and I thought she would
like.  And I had to be satisfied with the hope that we made
good guesses.

That experience, however, made me realize that it’s very
important to let someone know what our music preferences
are for when the day comes.  Music reflects our personality
and governs the general tenor of the memorial service.  

I’ve played some unusual pieces for funerals...pieces which
I never would have picked out on my own.  For instance, I
wouldn’t have chosen “The Battle Hymn of the Republic”
for anyone; nor would I have picked out the lively gospel
song “I’ll Fly Away” until I was told that the person wanted

it.  Songs and hymns become a part of your final words.
How do you want people to remember you?

My mother left instructions, although I already knew she
wanted a really old, forgotten song entitled “The Little Brown
Church in the Vale,” and “In the Garden.”  But I was taken
by surprise when my sister read out her list of requests, and
one of them was for me to play “Stardust,” my parents’
favorite song, on the clarinet.  Oh, my, I didn’t want to do
it – too much emotion there.  So I hoped the pastor wouldn’t
allow it.  But not only did he allow it, he looked up the
words and read some to the congregation.  Thus the music
that lingered through my parents’ 51 years of marriage was
played one last time on the day we honored my mother.

Maybe, as a music enthusiast who loves so many songs, I
make it harder than most.  My picks would include “Praise,
My Soul, the King of Heaven” and “Jerusalem the
Golden.” Neither is standard fare for funerals these days.
Who would know that these would be my favorites?  Does
anyone know which ones are your favorites?

If I don’t get any guidance, I choose from the traditional
hymns that I think will be comforting to those in the
congregation.  But they might not express the person’s
individuality because I’m only guessing.

If you create a farewell list with personal preferences – such
as certain flowers or particular clothing – please add some
hymns you love.  I know that any church musician would
feel it was an honor to play something that truly had great
meaning for you.  

Anne Goodreau, Church Musician
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BRIAN AND MARY ANDERSON

Word comes from Marilyn Mahusky about her children’s
latest accomplishments and activities.

Brian Anderson, 21, is a rising senior at the University
of Vermont studying Political Science and French.  This
summer he is studying French at Middlebury College’s
summer intensive language program.  When the border
with Canada reopens, he plans to spend time in Mon-
treal practicing what he’s learned.  He hopes to pursue a
career combining both interests.  When he’s not study-
ing, he enjoys skiing, playing basketball with friends,
and “hanging out.”

Mary Anderson, 24, graduated from the University of
Vermont in December 2019 with plans to spend the next
two years in Peru with the Peace Corps doing public
health work.  The global pandemic thwarted that adven-
ture, so she’s spent the last year working at COTS, a
temporary housing shelter for families with children in
Burlington.  In July, she will start as a Medical Assistant
at a community health center in South Hero, VT, pursu-
ing a career in medicine.  Like her brother, she is an avid
skier, and enjoys running and good coffee.

WHAT ARE THEY DOING NOW?

e frequently ask that question about people we saw at church – especially children, whom we often met as
babies, but who then grew and developed year after year.  They may have gone to Sunday School, become

an acolyte, helped with the younger ones at church, Sunday School, or Easter Egg Hunts as they grew older, or come
back to visit parents or grandparents at school vacations or holidays.  Busy lives change expected patterns – a new
school, job, move to a different town or state – but memories linger; and we miss seeing their faces, enjoying their
energy, and hearing about their activities.  So here are updates from a few of them after recent graduations and other
changes that are spurring new adventures.  How we would love to see them in person and learn more!

THE BUCHANAN FAMILY

Jessica Buchanan wrote that the family moved to Rhode
Island in November 2018 and really enjoys it there.
They live in a house built in 1928, and can walk to the
beach.  They’re in a suburban area and have a lot of
neighbors, which is especially fun for  the kids; there are
so many friends to play with! 

Sam, 6, just finished kindergarten.
He loves to learn about animals and
dinosaurs, and is as chatty as ever.
Ollie Otter (his favorite kind of animal)
is perched on his shoulder.  

Penny, 11, just finished 5th grade – she
takes several dance classes and really
enjoys them.  She bikes the three
miles to school every day and loves
the outdoors – she and Sam could
spend all day, every day, at the beach. 

Sophia, 14, just finished middle school
and is on to high school!  She started
fencing when we moved to Rhode
Island and just attended her first big
tournament. She’ll be on her club’s
fencing team next year and would like
to spend as much time training as
possible.  She still makes time for
school, though, and is especially looking forward to
taking art and social studies next year. 

The parents are doing well.  Sean just left his job at a
produce-distribution company and is going to be doing
consulting work.  Jessica is hoping to go back to work in
the schools next year.  She spent this year doing recess
duty at the local elementary school and remembered
how much she likes working with children and being in
a school setting. 
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GOODREAU FAMILY

Anne writes that her daughter, Leah,
graduated from Salem State Univer-
sity in Salem, MA, with a BFA in
Theater with a concentration in
playwriting.  Leah is looking forward
to seeing one of her plays – “The
Thing They Love” – produced at the
college in 2022.  Currently, she is
working at Northshire Bookstore in
Manchester, VT.

THE HENSEL-WHALEN FAMILY

“The Hensel-Whalen family learned at home in 2020
and 2021,” writes Sean Whalen. “It's been our best life
ever!  Ashley taught the main subjects, including teach-
ing Leona to read.  Sean led field trips to a number of
farms, mechanic shops, and Market Basket.  We skied
all winter, and now we're in the pond every day.  Life is
good!  Come visit us at 3057 Weathersfield Center Road.”
Below, Aurora (11 on August 8), Leona (8 on September 28),
Saul (9 on May 25) and Sean make a home for chicks.

THE LAKE-WATTERS FAMILY

Lew Watters sent photographs and news about important
milestones recently marked by some
of his grandchildren.

Young Beatrice’s portrait, at right, is
her very first oil painting and was the
result of an 8-hour class on portraiture,
taught by Chalice Mitchell and of-
fered by SVAC in Manchester, VT.  

Sam Lake recently graduated from Rut-
land Union High School.  His graduation
photo was taken by Shawna of Kindred
Otherkins Photography.

PFC William Arthur Lake re-
turned home for a visit after
completing his basic training at
Parris Island and the Automotive
Maintenance Technician Basic
Course at Camp Lejeune.  He is
now exactly where he wanted to
be:  at Camp Pendleton in CA,
where he will keep his fellow
Marines combat ready by maintain-
ing their vehicles, everything diesel.

THE MEYERS FAMILY

Chris Meyer gave some information on everyone in
the Meyers Family.  Evie Meyer, 11, will be a 6th

grader in the fall.  Evie enjoys time with
friends and playing soccer and softball
in the Chester Rec program. She loves
playing catcher and is tough behind the
plate!  Evie will spend the summer enjoying
soccer camp, riding horses at Savage Farm,
taking voice lessons, and swimming whenever she
can.  She continues to practice her rug-hooking and
cross-stitch skills and is a total Lego maniac.

Zoe Meyer, 17, a upcoming senior at
Burr & Burton Academy, is excited to
focus on video and stage work, directing,
and learning more German!  Termed
"indispensable," Zoe was part of an
epic spring drama performance at BBA
that showcased her acting and directing skills.  Zoe is
working at a local market in Chester this summer.
She spends as much time with friends as possible, but
will also check out colleges.

Kathleen, the Director of Staff Education and Nursing
Informatics at Mount Ascutney Hospital in Windsor,
enjoys her work immensely, even after 14 months of being
in the thick of the pandemic. More than anything,
she’d like a real vacation this summer.

Chris continues to help coordinate the Everyone Eats
meal program while also working to keep Chester

(Continued on next page)



The Meyers Family
(Continued from previous page)

Helping Hands in touch with the community.  This
rewarding community work over the last 15 months
has felt like a calling to him.  As the Everyone Eats
program begins to wind down, there are already
plans afoot for a new program that will keep local
restaurants engaged in community support and out-
reach.  Chris is also working on cataloging all of the
art, photos, and stories he has collected during the
pandemic and is considering collecting them into
some sort of book.  Chris also looks forward to a real
vacation this summer, but worries that he will not
know what to do with himself while away from town.

The Woodstock Willis Family

Alas, the Woodstock Willises, having moved from
Chester to Killington to Woodstock, now reside in
Bethel, ME, the home of Gould Academy and the
town where Dave and Kathleen lived many years ago
when they both worked at Sunday River Ski Resort.
We are sad to have them move farther away, but
many exciting things are happening for all of them.
Dave is the CFO and Assistant Head of School at
Gould Academy, and Kathleen is working in Alumni
Relations in the Development Office.  

Carter, 15, completed her freshman
HS year with high honors and made
varsity in lacrosse, hockey, and field
hockey.  She will attend Gould Academy
as a freshman and is participating in a
summer program called Mainelax – a
traveling club lacrosse team.

David Field Willis, III (Field), 18, just graduated
from Woodstock High School, where he was on varsity ice
hockey and lacrosse all four years, Tri-Captain of lax
his senior year, and on the Vermont lax all-star team.
He exhibited art at a recent show of HS seniors at the
Artistree Community Center in Pomfret, was in-
ducted into the National Honor Society
and Société Honoraire Français, and
graduated Summa cum Laude.  He is
attending Union College  with a pro-
jected major in Biomedical Engi-
neering and/or Bio-Physics.  This

summer he’s doing landscaping work in both Maine
and Pomfret, VT.

Morgan, 21, is an upcoming senior at Hobart-William
Smith Colleges.  An Architecture and Environmental
Studies double major with a minor in Sustainable
Community Development, she is looking into inter-
national graduate schools specializing in design.
This summer she’s upacking after their recent move,
exploring the Bethel area, and painting to earn money.

REOPENING OF CHURCHES

n the 18th of June, we all heard some very good
news about reopening our church buildings for

worship!  In this latest posting on the Diocesan web-
site, Bishop Shannon announced that she is "releas-
ing congregations in the Episcopal Diocese of Vermont
from diocesan COVID-19 restrictions and oversight."

When I read this article I was thrilled.  But then I started
to think back on these past 15 months of being physi-
cally apart due to the pandemic.  To continue worship
beyond Zoom only, we had to "jump through some
hoops" by applying for each "Phase" the Diocese had
set out for all churches desiring to continue to meet for
worship and other endeavors.  For a brief moment, I
wondered if our efforts here at St. Luke's were all
"worth it." (There were several congregations who
chose not to apply for reopening.)     

But now I believe that our efforts with these applications
were just what St. Luke's needed.  We needed  the Vestry
and health officers to bring us together as we planned
and prepared for each Phase.  No one individual could
do this work for us.  Everyone had to "sign on" and
become involved.  Now that's Church, I say!

(Continued on last page)
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Willises on Woodstock HS Varsity Lacrosse Senior Night
opening ceremony to honor seniors and their families.  L to r:
Kathleen, Morgan, Field, Carter, Dave, and Grammy Lillian 



HIGHLIGHTS FROM ZOOM 
JUNE 8 VESTRY MEETING 

Focus:  In-person Worship. David Carey completed and
submitted the Phase 4 reopening paperwork, which presents
our plan for conducting services safely in the sanctuary.  The
Diocesan Restart Committee meets on Wednesdays.  We
hope to get approval before Pat Fromberger’s Memorial
Service on Saturday June 12.  Belinda and David have
marked off the sanctuary according to Diocesan guidelines
and figured we can accommodate about 30 “family
units.” Future Services. Heidi plans to hold one service
at 10 AM and to continue using Zoom when back in the
sanctuary as there are likely some who will not yet choose
to be present in person.  We may need a better camera with
a stronger lens to record from the back of the church. 

Treasurer’s Report. John DesLauriers reports that we
are above budget for income because of large pledged
amounts received from people who prefer to make their
donations twice yearly.  The Diocesan assessment now
will include 15% of the PPP grant from the government.
The Diocese has changed its accounting schedule (mid-
year), so our system no longer matches.  We are told we
now “owe” $3,000.  Since we have exhausted the funds
of the 2nd PPP Loan, John can now apply to have the loan
converted to a grant.  Gifts to Honor Pat Fromberger.
Per Pat’s wishes, Joe Fromberger donated one unrestricted
gift to St. Luke’s and one restricted gift for maintenance
of the Memorial Garden.  Discussion followed about
hiring someone to do that maintenance.  Plant Sale. The
successful sale still had leftover plants, so Lillian Willis
gave around 175 potted plants to Rockingham Library for
its sale the following weekend, thus benefitting both St.
Luke’s and the wider community. 

Junior Warden’s Report. Steps to Willard Hall. The
outside wooden steps need to be replaced.  The project
cost for six stone steps (to match the lower ones) will be
about $5,000.  The major expense is the cost of the
stone, but we may need only five steps.  Inventory.
David Carey has the key to the safe deposit box.  We
still need to video and list all church-owned items.
Audit. The audit team of John, David, and Gene Garvey
are determined to meet the September 1 due date.  Lawn
Roster. Includes  Doug Edson, David, and John.  Organ.
Janet Hunter gave a report on the organ from Anne
Goodreau.  Rick Hunter and David Willis looked today
for the rattling notes.  They tightened a loose pipe and
recommended not using the oboe stop until the organ
can be serviced. 

Rector’s Report. Heidi participated in the Zoom
Clergy Day on the 12th and 26th of May.  Discussion in
small groups centered in Phase 4 Reopening and the
theological, pastoral, and practical implications.  One
suggested priority would be to get reacquainted with one
another.  On Trinity Sunday, one of days of Plant Sale,
there were only three worshippers:  one by Zoom, plus
Heidi and Doug.  Heidi is continuing to serve as Re-
sponder for the GMOA Morning Prayer on Thursday
mornings.  She has begun again to volunteer one Friday
a month at the Chester-Andover Family Center.

Old Business. Bishop’s Visit on May 23rd. It was
generally agreed that the Bishop’s visit (with her “en-
tourage”) was a success, with a feeling of more energy.
Weather was good.  The lunch following (sandwiches
and drinks provided by the Hunters, and brownies baked
by Lynda Farmer) provided the first “social time” we
have enjoyed as a community in 15 months!  One Zoom
participant said she felt part of the service, but could not
participate in the conversation following.  How could
we include Zoomers in a “coffee hour?”

New Business. Pat’s Celebration of Life Service on
June 12 and Reception Following. The short service
(per family wishes and Covid concerns) will be held in
the sanctuary and also will be set for Zoom.  Prepara-
tions will include three tents for the outdoor reception,
following internment in the Memorial Garden, but
Willard Hall will be cleaned and organized in case of
bad weather.  Food is organized and will be made by
Lunch Bunch and other friends.  Flowers will be pro-
vided by Pat’s niece Karen and another family member.
The bulletins are printed and, if Joe Fromberger desires,
may include a piece Lillian Willis wrote for the June LITS.

Re-Thinking “Church” During and Post-Covidtide.
It was decided to wait until the Diocese provides further
guidelines before having this discussion.  Piano Tuner.
Don Dalton from Andover is scheduled to tune the piano
on Friday June 11.  John will let him in and pay him.  

Next Vestry Meeting:  No July Meeting.
Belinda Whipple Worth, Acting Clerk 



St. Luke’s Episcopal Church
The Rev. Heidi L. Edson, Rector

313 Main Street, Chester, VT 05143 • Office Phone: 875-6000
stlukes@vermontel.net • www.stlukesepiscopalvt.org

AUGUST LITS Deadline 
JULY 22nd

Send all articles, photos, etc., to
Lillian Willis at

lbwilllisct@comcast.net
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JULY CELEBRATIONS

Birthdays:
2    Pat Ballou

2   2    Marc DesLauriers
4    Linda Fawcett
8    Zoe Meyer
14  Adelaide Johnson
18  Georgiana Cheney
18  Jean Hancock
22  John DesLauriers
24  Annemarie Sexton
28  Ann Summers
30  James Salisbury
31  Jim Littrell

Anniversaries:
10  John & Sally Hoover
14  Alan & Deb Brown
28  Chris & Kat Meyer

Reminder:  please mail in your pledge contributions.  Thank you!

Reopening of Churches
(Continued from page 5)

In her article, Bishop Shannon gently reminds us that, as the Church, our
main mission is that of hospitality.  This requires our ongoing commit-
ment to remain vigilant as we ensure a safe place of welcome for every
person who may be joining us for worship and other activities here at St.
Luke's.  Most specially, we'll need to be mindful of one another and of
every person in our midst who, for various health reasons, may still be
vulnerable to COVID-19 or one of its variants.  With this in mind, Bishop
Shannon is recommending we continue to practice social-distancing and
mask-wearing when inside our buildings.  

I am happy to announce that the doors of St. Luke's are now open!  As I
had shared in May's "Reopening" article for LITS, we will be holding
one Service with Holy Communion on Sundays at 10 AM for the summer
months (time of Service may be subject to change).  Holy Communion
will be a bit different in that we will be using prepackaged Kits.  Changes
to the liturgy and other features of our worship will also occur.  

One good thing about this pandemic is that it has opened up the way
towards a  "new normal."   Where might God be taking us as the St.
Luke's community of faith?   Good question to ponder.  
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“St. Luke’s  
is an 

intentional 
Christian 

community, 
deepening faith 

and 
broadening 

love.”


