
Ligh  in the Shadows
DECEMBER 2020

 “Let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven.” Matt. 5: 16

Continued on page 2

“Hark! A Thrilling Voice  
Is Sounding.” 

“Wakened by the solemn warning, from  earth’s  
bondage let us rise; Christ, our sun, all sloth  
dispelling, shines upon the morning skies.”   

[1982 Hymnal, #59v2] 

This year is like no other year, 

that’s for sure!  My thoughts 

keep taking me back to the first an-

nouncement from our bishop about 

closing our doors for worship due to 

the threat of COVID-19.  We were 

in the middle of Lent with our sights 

set towards Easter, and now we find 

ourselves in Advent with Christmas.   

The hymn, “Hark! a thrilling 

voice is sounding” that is quoted in 

part above is usually sung during the Advent Season.  The 

lyrics to this hymn speak to me personally about the dis-

cipline of faith as we wait and watch for Christ to come at 

Christmas.  This hymn speaks to me of the anticipation of 

light when things around us are dark.  I think we can relate 

to this in our personal lives 

as well as in our collective 

life here at St. Luke’s.   

With all the changes and 

adjustments we have had to 

make for ourselves individ-

ually and as the St. Luke’s 

faith community, Christmas 

this year in the midst of the 

pandemic surge may prove 

to be a bit challenging.  How 

will we celebrate Christ’s 

birth when we cannot come  

together physically?   

This hymn reminds us to 

live our lives in the light of 

day and not to entertain the 
darkness.  With all the limitations this pandemic has 
brought us, there are even more opportunities for us to 
celebrate Christ’s birth.  With each day, I am learning that 

 “As we continue  
our walk of faith in  
Advent this year,  

let’s be sure to  
encourage one  

another by  
reaching out with  

the light of  
God’s love  

this season.”   
—Rev. Heidi L. Edson    

Continued on page 3

The Great Wreath  
Workshop Challenge  

A major challenge popped up in early November when 

Governor Scott declared additional COVID restrictions 

that suddenly made the 2020 in-person Wreath Workshops 

—which were about a week away—impossible!  Because of 

the coronavirus, the usual number attending each session 

had already been halved to allow more social distancing—

with masks required for all participants.  The new challenge?  

How to enable enthusiastic people, many of whom were new 

to the event this year, to decorate 55 evergreen wreaths (the 

largest number ever for these workshops) in a way that 

would allow them to choose their bow ribbon and all the  

natural materials that would help them create their person-

alized wreath, but without an actual physical workshop and 

any indoor contact.    

Canceling the event was not an option.  The wreaths had 

been ordered, and people were both weary from existing  

coronavirus restrictions and eager for a joyful event to get 

them ready for their most favorite time of the year.  How 

could I make the event happen safely and keep people 

happy, yet apart?  My solution actually worked pretty well. 

I emailed to all participants an explanation of Governor 

Scott’s new restrictions and my resultant alternative plan.  I 

emailed participants photos of the ribbon choices and  

offered to either supply them with the right amount of ribbon 

New participants, Elaine Harking & her daughter shown here  
with the beautiful wreaths they created for their home.
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Christmas comes to us in our hearts and lives.  Christmas 

lives within and among each and every one of us.  Sadly, 

we can become easily distracted by all the worldly trim-

mings of Christmas when all we need to do in this season is 

to honor Christ’s coming to us for the salvation of the world. 

As we continue our walk of faith in Advent this year, 

let’s be sure to encourage one another by reaching out with 

the light of God’s love this season.     

“so when next he comes with glory, and the world is 
wrapped in fear, may he with his mercy shield us, and 

with words of love draw near.”  
 [1982 Hymnal, pg. 59v4] 

                                                                 Blessings, 

                                                                 Heidi+

“Hark! A Thrilling Voice  
Is Sounding.” 

 (continued from page 1)

Latest Update On Reopening   
Episcopal Churches in Vermont 

In the wake of the continuing rise of COVID-19 now in all 
fifty States, there have been new developments since the 

last month’s article in the LITS.  On the 13th of November, 
Bishop Shannon sent out a message to all the leaders in our 
churches and places of worship stating the changes to be 
made immediately in our churches to ensure the continued 
health and safety of everyone as this corona virus spread has 
now entered a third wave.   

Bishop Shannon’s message came forth as a response to 
Governor Phil Scott’s updated mandates for the State of  
Vermont.  You can find Bishop Shannon’s entire message on 
the Diocesan website’s Home Page.  The website address is 
www.diovermont.org.  Below is a portion of Bishop Shan-
non’s message quoted:   

“Today Governor Phil Scott banned indoor and outdoor 
gatherings—public or private—by members of more than 
one household. Accordingly, I am suspending indoor and 
outdoor gatherings for worship in our diocesan churches or 
on their properties...until the governor’s order is lifted.”  She 
writes further, “Congregations may continue to stream  
worship from their buildings as long as no more than four 
people are involved.”    

Here at St. Luke’s, we began our first ZOOM Worship 
Service on Christ the King Sunday.  Anne Goodreau, our 
Church Musician, and my husband, Doug, were with me in 
Willard Hall.  Anne played the keyboard and Doug rang the 
bell!  Through the music and bell-ringing, our worship was 
definitely enhanced.  For my part, it was so good to see or 
hear many of you whom I had not seen in such a long time.  
St. Luke’s will continue to offer Sunday ZOOM Worship 
through the holiday season and into 2021 until it is deemed 
safe to gather again in person.   

Bishop Shannon reminds us that “As Christians we must 
commit ourselves to the common good and the welfare of the 
most vulnerable members of our community.”   I would add 
to her words that serving the common good is the best way 
to express God’s love for each other as we seek to place—as 
our top concern—the health and safety of the other.   

All this to say…let us be patient.  Better times are com-
ing!  In the meantime in this holiday season, may we enjoy 
these days knowing we’re in good company with God and 
also with one another by the Spirit that glues us all together.  
May we never forget how much God so loves and cares for 
each and every one of us! —Heidi+      

A Prayer for Tolerance 
“Gather thou us together dispersed: and knit us together now 
jarring, and rent asunder with opinions: unite us whom hatred 
and enmity hath set as far at odds as can be. Let us be all of 
one mind, let us set our hearts all upon one thing, namely 
upon thee.” —Richard Day (s. 1584)

§

Our Mid-Week Advent Study  
Continues on Zoom 

Our Mid-Week Study Group just began our Advent Study 

this past Wednesday from Paul-Gordon Chandler’s 

book entitled:  “Songs in Waiting:  Spiritual Reflections on 

Christ’s Birth.”  If you are interested in joining us, there’s 

still time!  With three more sessions to go, our Study will 

conclude on the 23rd of December—just in time for the 

Christmas holidays. 

Our Zoom-time together is on Wednesday mornings  

beginning at 10:30 a.m.  There will be one exception to this 

schedule on the 16th of December, but I will be sure to let 

you know which day that week we will be meeting. 

Please reach out to me if you are interested in joining us.  

On the second week (December 9th), we covered Chapter 

Two in the book that talks about the Song of Zechariah 

(found in the Book of Common Prayer on pages 50 or 92).  

*See also November’s LITS article about this Study. 

About the author:  Paul-Gordon Chandler is an Episcopal pri-
est and interfaith advocate.  He grew up in West Africa (Sene-
gal), and has worked extensively throughout the Islamic world 
with churches and faith-based publishing groups.  Paul-Gordon 
Chandler is the author of two other books:  “Pilgrims of Christ 
on the Muslim Road:  Exploring a New Path Between Two 
Faiths” and “God’s global Mosaic.” 

*His book can be found through Amazon.com and other 

known publishing agents. —Heidi+ 

“Bless us, Lord, this Christmas, with quietness of mind; teach 
us to be patient and always to be kind.”—Helen Steiner Rice
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§

and wire or to make the bow for them (all but two took me 

up on that bow offer).  I also emailed a collection of photos 

from wreaths decorated in 2017, so the new participants 

could see the kinds of natural materials that were tradi-

tionally available and how some had been used on wreaths 

previously.  If desired, I offered red or white pine cones 

singly or wired in groups of three.   

As a result of the wreath photos, some of the new partic-

ipants were very precise about what they wanted and  

requested the materials to allow them to create the wreath as 

shown on a specific page number in the collection of photos 

I sent.  Some just told me the sort of decorating look they 

liked and left the choice of materials up to me.  Then the   

masked participants came to the back parking lot of the 

church at some point during the 11⁄2-hour time of their orig-

inally scheduled workshop session.  This staggered the dis-

tribution over a couple of days—allowing me to finish 

creating all the bows and gathering all the specific materials 

for each participant.  I met the participants in the parking lot 

and gave each his or her evergreen wreath and a bag with 

the chosen bow and natural materials, plus measured wire 

to wrap the wreath, and the instructions to do that task.   

The handoffs went like clockwork, and all participants 

(except for one eternally irate woman who nonetheless 

agreed the restrictions were not my fault and that I had to 

create an alternative solution) thanked me for finding a way 

to make the event happen safely under the most adverse of 

circumstances.  Quite a few sent me emails to say how much 

they enjoyed the new activity, held in their own homes for 

the most part, and how much they were looking forward to 

The Great Wreath Workshop Challenge… continued from page 1  

2021 and the chance to experience the event that had been 

originally promoted.  

We shall see who returns in 2021, but for now I am  

delighted the compromise event managed to take place 

smoothly and am grateful for all the enthusiastic and  

understanding participants, as well as some very special  

volunteers. Pat Fromberger realized the challenge and  

generously offered to wire heaps of red pine cones into 

groups of three—that was a true lifesaver for me, although 

not for her fingers.  Nina and Don Huffer continued their 

amazing support for this annual project by growing key 

plants, by collecting numerous wild and cultivated  

specimens of design interest, and by providing various  

evergreen branches to augment design.   I know I could not 

do this event every year on a large scale without the help of 

the remarkable Huffers. 

The 2020 Wreath Workshops were over, but they were 

not the end of the 2020 COVID challenges at St. Luke’s.  

The Christmas Market was yet to come, and that is another 

story.  Merry Christmas to all. —Lillian Willis  

This lovely wreath was created by Kathy Giuartino, a neighbor 
of the Watters & Montgomerys in the Chester Stone Village.

Continue reading at top right.

Polly Montgomery’s spectacular milkweed pod flower wreath 
now hanging at their Stone Village house in Chester.

Angels Among Us 
“When God wants to speak and deal with us,” said Martin 
Luther, “he does not avail himself of an angel but of parents, 
or the pastor, or of our neighbor.” Never underestimate how 
powerfully God can use you in the life of a child, a church 
member, a friend or a stranger. The Hebrew word for angel 
also means “messenger.” You may be specially chosen to de-
liver to someone the message of God’s love or guidance. Listen 
intently for what God would have you share with others, then 
do so faithfully and caringly.
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St. Luke’s Christmas Market: 
COVID Challenge #2 

A mere two weeks after the remote Wreath Workshops  
occurred, St. Luke’s Christmas Market:  Culinary 

Classics & Crafts to Go! was due to take place on Saturday 
December 5 from 10-12.  This event had been planned as an 
interim alternative to the traditional Christmas Tea & Craft 
Sale while we pondered reformatting that familiar event to 
appeal to more visitors.   

When COVID-19 struck, we modified our plan to focus 
mainly on food while severely limiting craft displays and  
the number of visitors allowed in Willard Hall at one time.  
Pre-ordering of soups, preserves, and other edible items was 
strongly encouraged.  Then Governor Scott released further 
restrictions.  Pre-ordering became a necessity because we 
knew that the event would have to be held outdoors on the 
side lawn of the church and that the weather would be a 
further limiting factor. 

Alas, the weather forecast became most discouraging:  
cold with rain changing to snow in the afternoon.  Some of 
St. Luke’s chefs had been cooking and freezing soups well 
ahead of the event, and their packed freezers had no room for 
even one more quart.  Therefore, the event had to proceed. In 
addition, many members of the public had already placed  
advance orders.  Thus, the bad-weather plan went into effect, 

Continue reading at top of page.

and many who were going to work the event dug out their 
long underwear. 

On Friday December 4, four pop-up tents and tables of var-
ious sizes were erected in about an hour by David Carey and 
Doug Edson, two of the most obliging, skilled, and speedy 
roustabouts in town.  Then on rainy Saturday, well before the 
advance-order pick-up at 9:30, all food started arriving from 
the different chefs.  Soon the four clustered tents sheltered 
tables around the outside edges—displaying a few Christmas-
oriented crafts, evergreen sprays, treats for pets and wildlife, 
and many edibles from snacks, sweets, and desserts to entrées 
and soups.  Meanwhile the centers of the tents were crowded 
with coolers holding 25 different kinds of frozen soups and a 

small number of rain-ducking workers. 

Immediately the packaging of pre-orders 
began.  That was no easy task because there was 
very little room to maneuver around the coolers 
inside the tents to find the requested soups and 
to reach the ordered baked goods and sweets.  
Bit by bit, however, the pre-orders were picked 
up, and workers could concentrate on the cus-
tomers at hand, who browsed most minimally 
because of the rain.   

By noon, a lot of food had been sold, and all 
volunteers were certainly cold and wet. We 
started moving emptied tables to Willard Hall 
and empty coolers to owners’ cars as we con-

tinued to sell.  However, the rain was discouraging shoppers, 
so some items that needed browsing and pointed salesmanship 
were sent home with their creators.  Soon very few items were 
available, so the take-down began in earnest.  More quickly 
than you could imagine, tables and their contents were re-
moved, and tents dismantled and taken to Willard Hall as hot 
showers and cups of hot coffee or tea beckoned the wet crew.   

In the end, one would hardly have known that an event had 
taken place on the grass earlier in the day, and while the event 
ended an hour earlier than advertised, it continued a bit online 
as several people emailed me to seek more soups.  All involved 
in the outdoor Christmas Market were amazed by the financial 
success of the day, and shoppers were truly appreciative that 
we held the event in spite of the wretched weather.   

Many thanks go to those who supported the event by pur-
chasing items, but especially to the core troopers who made 
food or crafts ahead of time, to those who helped with  
set-up and take-down, and to those hardy souls who worked 
the event.  We could never have continued the St. Luke’s  
tradition of a Christmas event on the first Saturday of  
December without the help of the following dedicated  
volunteers:  David Carey, Marcia Clinton, Jane Davis, Alison 
and John DesLauriers, Doug Edson, Pat Fromberger, Colleen 
Garvey, Cyrena Goodrich, Jean Hancock, Sally Hoover, Nina 
and Don Huffer, Ann Summers, Bonnie and Lew Watters,  
Belinda Whipple Worth, Eileen and Tom Widger, David  
Willis, and Anita Wright.  

                —Lillian Willis for the Christmas Market Team 

Our intrepid team and some hardy customers (all masked for safety) braved  
the elements at the Christmas Market held on December 5th.
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The Invitation 

                 We dance the circle 

                     Of birth and death 

                     And birth again.  

                     Life, as we know it  

                     Is constant only  

                     In the dance. 

                     The swiftly changing rhythm 

                     Causing us to step 

                     On our own feet, 

                     And on each other’s. 

                     Clumsily, we reach out 

                     In love, 

                     The blessing of connection 

                     To each other 

                     And to the universe.   

                     Straining to listen  

                     To each other 

                     We begin to hear  

                     The harmony of the spheres. 

                     Touched by Grace,  

                     We become graceful, 

                     As we hold one another,  

                     Lightly, 

                     In the movement of the melody. 

                     Embracing the humanness  

                     Of birth in the stable, 

                     We accept, with pleasure, 

                     God’s invitation 

                     To the dance.   

                                      —Jane Davis 

Outreach Committee  
Report for 2020  

With Covid-19 on the rise this year, the Outreach 

Committee has not been meeting.  This is out 

of respect for State of Vermont and Episcopal Dio-

cese of Vermont guidelines, for health care workers 

and for each other.  Luckily, many of us have been 

able to participate in outreach activities independent 

of the Committee. Marcia Clinton ran a very  

successful PINS back-to-school backpack stuffing 

campaign, providing children with desperately needed 

school supplies.  She will report on this in the Annual 

Report. We have not been able to work at the  

Vermont Foodbank since early in 2020 and hope 

that will change during 2021 with the roll out of  

viable vaccines.  If any of you have ideas for outreach 

opportunities in which we can participate safely, 

please let us know.   

 The good news from St. Luke’s treasurer, John 

DesLauriers, is that we have been able to meet all of 

our budgeted 2020 contributions to our Outreach  

recipients.  John let us know that the Outreach budget 

will remain the same for 2021. The Outreach Com-

mittee will meet soon to determine how we wish to 

allocate our funds in 2021. We will meet via Zoom.   

 John also let us know that there is $100.00 allo-

cated to the “Emergency Fund” that remains unused 

and needs to be spent before the end of the year.  The 

Committee decided to donate this money to Chester 

Helping Hands, which has been doing wonderful 

work providing meals to Chester families.  They are 

now seeking additional funds to purchase Christmas 

Presents for children in need.    

We always welcome anyone who is interested in 

joining the Outreach Committee.  If you are inter-

ested, please let Sally Hoover or me know and we 

will be sure to include you in the Zoom meeting 

when we have it.  We extend a hearty welcome to  

Lillian Willis who has expressed an interest in joining 

the Committee.   

We hope that 2021 brings health and kindness and 

peace to our neighbors near and far, black and white 

and brown, old and young, and to those whose gender 

orientations may differ from our own.   

                                Respectfully,  

                                Jane Davis & Sally Hoover 
                                Outreach Committee Cochairs

The Outreach Corner

A Fresh Look 

Just when everything is bearing down on us to such an  
extent that we can scarcely withstand it, the Christmas  

message comes to tell us that all our ideas are wrong, and 
that what we take to be evil and dark is really good and light 
because it comes from God. Our eyes are at fault, that is all. 
    God is in the manger, wealth in poverty, light in darkness,  
succor in abandonment. No evil can befall us; whatever men 
may do to us, they cannot but serve the God who is secretly 
revealed as love and rules the world and our lives. 

—Dietrich Bonhoeffer, God Is in the Manger
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Continue reading at the top of the page.

Highlights From The  
November Vestry Meeting 

The November 11th Vestry Meeting was held by Zoom  

or phone.   

•   Finances: Treasurer John DesLauriers reported that in-

come is down because there are no in-church services.  With 

no Thanksgiving or Christmas services, plate income will be 

down significally for December.  Consequently, the Vestry 

authorized John to take Vanguard funds, if necessary, to 

cover operating expenses and the December payment on the 

Diocesan loan.  Restricted Endowment Funds Report.  

John will present a revised report at the next Vestry meeting.  

The Vestry-approved intent now and in the future is to take 

funds, where and when appropriate, out of specific restricted 

funds.  For instance, expenses for electric speakers that help 

the hearing impaired should come from the Handicapped  

Access Fund.  At the 2020 Annual Meeting, parishioners  

suggested taking a percentage from endowment growth 

either to cover specific appropriate expenses or to reduce 

the general operating budget deficit.  Those tactics—em-

ployed by many churches—will be visited in the revised 

2021 budget to be presented at the December Vestry Meet-

ing and then at the 2021 Annual Meeting.  

•    Annual Audit.  Thanks to David Carey, Gene Garvey, 

and John, the Annual Audit was completed and a report sent 

off to the Diocese on the recommendations that were pre-

sented to, and accepted by, the Vestry.  A copy of that report 

will be on file in the Church Office. 

•   Focus:  2021 Budget.  In preparing a draft 2021 budget, 

John assumed that we will not meet in the church until after 

winter, so heating costs will be less.  Because of Covid, 

fundraisers in 2021 may continue to be down, if they can 

proceed at all.  We will hope to have the LEGO Contest in 

2021, since we already bought the prizes and the cost will 

be less, but we cannot know at this point.  By the December 

Vestry meeting, John will have from Marti Assenza the com-

mitted pledges for 2021, so he can have more realistic in-

come figures.  But the Vestry will need to consider taking a 

percentage annually from Vanguard dividends to lessen the 

annual deficit budget.  John will write an article for the  

December LITS on the financial year and the 2021 budget. 

•   Stewardship. The Vestry thanked Belinda Whipple Worth 

for creating the annual Stewardship letter, Pat Fromberger 

for putting together a wide list of St. Luke’s supporters to  

solicit, and Janet Hunter for helping Belinda send the letters 

out.  Pledges and one gift have been received to date.   

Belinda will write an article for the December LITS. 

•   Christmas Eve Singing on the Village Green 3-4 p.m..   

Masks and social distancing will be required.  David spoke 

with Town Manager Julie Hance about having a carol sing 

for the public either a cappella or accompanied by keyboard.  

Hance didn’t see a problem with that, but said he should 

send a letter requesting permission to the Select Board prior 

to its meeting on 12/18/20.  Singing and reading of the 

Christmas Story was suggested.  Heidi will speak with Anne 

Goodreau about playing.  (See note below.) 

•   Upcoming Events: Wreath-Decorating Workshops.  

Scheduled for November 19-21, the workshops will have 

many new participants this year.  Lillian Willis has ordered 

60 wreaths, and 58 are spoken for at the moment.  Christ-

mas Market:  Culinary Classics & Crafts to Go!  This  

experimental Covid-conscious event to replace the Christ-

mas Tea and Craft Sale is traditionally scheduled for the first 

Saturday in December – this year on December 5 from 10-

2:00 p.m., with advanced-order pick-up 9:30-10:00 a.m..  

We plan to list available food and crafts on the church web-

site to encourage people to order ahead, as well as to shop 

in person obeying social distancing and wearing masks.   

•   New Business: Chester Community Greenhouse.  David 

Carey sought and received the Vestry’s approval to continue 

a conversation with Robert Neid about the possibility of  

St. Luke’s being part of the effort to find a solar-acceptable 

location for, and volunteers to help set up and operate, the 

100' x 30' antique glass structure, with adjacent areas for 

raised beds where member of the public can raise food.  

•   Worship Services.  Because of the cold weather, services 

will be held by Zoom as of November 15.  

NOTE: After the Vestry Meeting, Governor Scott’s an-
nounced increased restrictions that necessitated changes to 
the Wreath Workshops, Christmas Market, and a Bishop- 
proposed one-time hybrid Zoom/car Communion Service.  
The restrictions also caused St. Luke’s to withdraw its 
request for approval of the proposed public outdoor carol 
sing on the Village Green from 3-4 PM on Christmas Eve.  
•   Next Vestry Meeting:  Wednesday, December 9, 2020.   

                                                      —Lillian Willis, Clerk 

§

Christian Symbol:  The Advent Wreath 
The Advent wreath is a symbol of 
watchfulness and increasing joy as 
we anticipate Jesus’ birth. The 
wreath’s circular shape symbolizes 
eternity, or life without end. The 
candles remind us that Jesus is the 
Light of the World — he brought 
light and life to a dark world (see 
John 1:4-5). On each of the four 

Sundays of Advent, we light a new candle. As the light 
grows, so do our hope and joy. 
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Musings Of A Solitary Treasurer 

I recently have been working on the budget for 2021 with 

projections for year end.  Suffice it to say it has been an 

unusual year and it will continue to be so for quite some 

time.  How we would fare financially was a constant concern 

(I suppose that part was normal), however I was buoyed by 

pledges and donations that arrived as timely as if we were 

holding services.   I miss the simple normalcy of Marti, with 

the help of Doug or John H, counting and preparing the  

deposits while I enjoy coffee hour. Of Anita diligently  

making the deposit Monday morning and placing the deposit 

slip in the bank bag with such consistency.  This has been 

replaced with Heidi retrieving the mail, sending Marti and I 

an email (subject line “mail call”), placing the mailed envel-

opes in my folder, preparing deposits on the weekend,  

dropping in the night deposit box, and sending Marti a copy 

for her records. Three ghosts doing good work.  A strange 

fellowship of fellowship.  Then there were three masked men 

(Gene Garvey, Dave Carey and myself) conducting the  

annual audit.  Nothing unusual there, really, nothing unusual.   

With some trepidation I prepared the first draft of budget 

for Vestry review at our November meeting.  We made some 

broad assumptions, like no in person church services for the 

winter.  Income and expense projections followed that fact.  

As noted here and elsewhere I had and have been pleased 

with the consistency of pledge income.  But how would we 

fare for 2021 with us seemingly scattered?  Quite well as it 

turns out, as pledges are up for 2021 over 2020.  I believe 

we will end 2020 in a good position financially.   As men-

tioned elsewhere we received an SBA PPP loan (hopefully 

grant) which will cover most of our annual shortfall.  To date 

I have made just one small draw from our investment  

accounts.  It was discussed in detail that we will continue to 

need annual draws on this account and how to do so  

prudently. Many churches, as annual support of their  

budgets do annual draws on their investments based on a  

defined percent of the average asset value as measured over 

a three year period (12 preceding quarters).  We have been 

doing so by default rather than by design based on a defined 

policy.  This has been proposed and will be seen in the  

upcoming budget. 

Thank you all for your continued support.  I, as I’m sure 

you are, am looking forward to our old normal becoming  

our new, new normal, again.  Kind of a Back to the Future  

normal. —John DesLauriers  

St. Luke’s Church 2021  
Stewardship Campaign Update 

St. Luke’s has been the spiritual 

home of many of us for dec-

ades.  If we didn’t grow up in this 

church, our children did. St 

Luke’s is small and smaller, but 

mighty and mightier! All but three 

who pledged last year have 

pledged so far this year. And there 

are three new pledges. Pledge 

total has grown from just over 

$48,000 last year to just over 

$50,000 for this coming year! 

Did you hear about the church in New York that burned 

recently?  Much history has happened and still happens at 

the Middle Collegiate Church in the East Village.  It houses 

the “New York Liberty Bell” which has rung for the inaugu-

ration and death of every U.S. President since 1776, and  

currently is much involved in the Black Lives Matter move-

ment. As I write tonight, the extent of the damage is not 

known. The church building may be a total loss. The gor-

geous Tiffany stained glass windows are gone. I love beauty. 

I love art and architecture. My first thought was, “What a 

sad shame to lose this building!”  My second thought was “I 

wonder how much more work for good the congregation 

could do without having to support a building?” 

Senior Minister in Charge Rev. Jacque Lewis said, “We 

are devastated and crushed that our beloved physical sanctu-

ary at Middle Collegiate Church has burned. And yet no fire 

can stop Revolutionary Love.”   

And yet, a church building houses our history, our 

memories, and in a sense, our spirit.  Praise God that  

St. Luke’s remains!   For the Vestry of St. Luke’s,  

                                                  —Belinda Whipple Worth 

A Prayer for Advent 
GOD OF PROMISE, you have fulfilled the prophets’ words 

       and taught us to long for your coming again: stir in us a  

       desire to build your kingdom in our times; 

GOD OF HOPE, you sent your son, Jesus Christ, into a world 

       of fear to bring glad tidings of your love: turn our 

       hearts from fear to hope and inspire us to share the 

       Good News; 

GOD OF LIGHT, creation sang Christ’s glory at his birth:  

       kindle in us the light of your love, that we might be 

       bearers of your truth and life in our land; 

IN A WORLD OF CHAOS, may we find time and silence to hear 

       your still, small voice. May Advent bless us with your  

       presence. Come, Lord Jesus, quickly come. Amen. 
                  —from Forward Day By Day, December  2014
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JANUARY 2021 LITS Deadline:      
   DECEMBER 31st 

Send all articles, announcements, photos, etc. to:  
Pat Fromberger, 180 Gates Rd., Andover, VT 05143 

Email:  panjoe@vermontel.net 

+



St. Luke’s Financial Information 

Annual YTD % of  
NOV. 2020 YTD 2020 Budget Budget  

Pledge/Plate Income $ 5,475.00 $ 53,834.64 $ 56,724.00     94.9% 
Other Oper. Income $ 2,804.11 $ 24,014.42 $  33,150.00     72.4% 
Restricted Income $       20.00 $ 1,426.70 $ 2,095.00 68.1% 
TOTAL INCOME $ 8,299.11 $ 79,275.76 $ 91,969.00 86.2% 

Regular Expense $ 9,275.10 $ 86,931.93 $ 107,374.00    81.0% 
Restricted Expense $         0.00 $  1,045.22 $ 2,340.00 44.7%  
TOTAL EXPENSES $ 9,275.10 $ 87,977.15 $ 109,714.00     80.2% 

Net Ordinary Income/(loss) $    (975.99) $ (8,701.39)   $(17,745.00) 49.0% 
Note: Budget deficit figure does not 
include principal payments on the Butterfield loan.  

November as recapped here is usually quite a lean month.  This November 
was helped significantly by Christmas Wreath sales.  As noted earlier  
St. Luke’s received a SBA Payroll Protection Loan (PPL), which if converted 
to a grant will likely cover most of this year’s cash shortfall.  Everyone has 
been remarkable in keeping their pledges up to date which is heartening to 
your Treasurer.  Thank you.. —John DesLauriers, Treasurer                 

 St. Luke’s Episcopal Church 
The Rev. Heidi L. Edson, Rector 

313 Main Street,  Chester, VT 05143  •  Office Phone:  875-6000 
stlukes@vermontel.net   •   www.stlukesepiscopalvt.org 

DECEMBER 
CELEBRATIONS 

Birthdays: 

2      Andrew Pennell                         20     Tom Widger  

5      Ellie Pennell                                22      Michael Fromberger  

7      Janice Fielder                              24     Noah Jones  

7      Bonnie Watters                          26     Alyce Meyer-Fielder  

15     Pat Cherry                                   26     Sanford Johnson 

15     Gene Garvey                               14      Alison DesLauriers 

17     Brad Dunbar                              27      Cindy Roundy-Winston 

Anniversaries: 

None 

“St. Luke’s  

is an  

intentional  

Christian  

community,  

deepening faith  

and  

broadening  

love.”

DECEMBER 
WORSHIP  

St. Luke’s is now holding Sunday 

Morning Prayer Services via Zoom,  

alternating between Morning Prayer Rite 

I & Rite II each week at 10:00 a.m.. A 

couple of days before, Rev. Heidi sends 

an email message (with attachments of 

the scripture readings, the worship serv-

ice format and her homily) inviting all 

members to join us—either by the Zoom 

link to participating by phone. If you 

have not been received these invitations 

and wish to be on the list, please let Heidi 

know at: edson.heidi@gmail.com 

Rev. Heidi also invites you to feel free 

to contact her anytime, either by phone 

or email, with any need or simply to chat.  

She is in the Church Office on Tuesdays 

and Thursdays from 9:00 a.m. til Noon. 

During these days of physical separation, 

a phone call or message can help to bring 

us closer together in spirit and heart.

Light in the Shadows                                                                                                           December 2020 (page 8)

CHRISTMAS EVE 
Zoom Worship Service 

St. Luke’s will hold a Christmas Eve 

Zoom Worship Service on Thurs-

day, December 24th beginning at 

5:00 p.m.. We will be using the Even-

ing Prayer Rite II service liturgy with 

music and carols. Heidi+ will be send-

ing out an email invitation to members 

prior to the service. We hope many of 

you will be able to join us that evening.

Kindness is more than a philosophy—it is an attitude, and a series of actions 
that exemplify the kind of love that Christians are called to live into, in the 
imitation of Jesus. By showing kindness in our beginnings and endings, we 
find the gracious and merciful ways to “go out or come in.”   
                                    —Forward Day By Day, 12/31/2016.


