
ROAD TO DAMASCUS IN UKRAINE?  

The Third Sunday of Easter gives us Luke's account, in the Acts of the 
Apostles, of Paul's Damascus Road conversion experience. We all 
experience conversion. even conversion as a way of life and growth. For 
Paul, and for any of us, it is not a one-time zap making new person's out 
of us. It is the moment or day when scales fall from our vision and we 
begin to see Christ in each other, and find our awareness of that gift 
increasing as the years and days pass. 

Paul, or Saul as he was named before his experience, has a period where 
he is blind and has given up seeing and knowing because he has 
discovered how mistaken he was in clinging to his former self-righteous 
convictions. And so he knows nothing except Christ's presence in his 
blindness. He has no KNOWING yet. And needs the help of the 
Christian community to know and speak the Good News, the Gospel, of 
knowing God's love for all creation. This community of support was his 
enemy that he tried his best to destroy until his Damascus Road 
conversion. And now, in the person of Ananias and other, he is led to 
know Jesus presence and the Spirit among them. 

I wonder if a Vladimir Putin might find himself with such a conversion 
so that he no longer sees Ukraine and Ukrainians as a threat to him as a 
person, a threat to his power, which he seeks to maintain by believing 
his own propaganda about them, and then throwing more than the first 
stone to kill this enemy. Even so, we pray for him and for all in this 
conflict. We pray they may know the Christ in each other and then 
embrace each other with healing and joy. 

What if the prayer seems not to have an effect? At the least, it has an 
effect of us, on we who pray to let go and let God, not to be our tool to 
effect our desires, but to guide us into ways to make peace with love. 
Glory to God in this third week of Easter. "Glory to God whose power 
working in us can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine." A 
blessed continuing Eastertide to all.  
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