
  OCTOBER 2022 
 

             Light in the Shadows 
                                              “Let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in Heaven.” Matt. 5:16 

FALL HAS ARRIVED! 
PREPARING AHEAD 

 
All Saints’ Day 
On Sunday November 6, we will celebrate All Saints’ 
Day by reading aloud the names of those of our family 
and friends who have died and those loved ones whom 
parishioners would like St. Luke’s to acknowledge and 
remember.  To help create a printed insert for that 
Sunday service, please send your desired names to 
Lillian Willis at lbwillisct@comcast.net, 802-875-
1340 by October 25. 
 
Read more in the newsletter about Wreath-Decorating 
Sessions on November 17-19, Christmas Market on 
December 3, and ways to be part of these projects. 
 
Good News 
Organist Karlaine Livingston and Rev. Bruce 
MacDuffie will continue to make our Sunday church 
services a joyful and meaningful experience 
throughout the fall months and beyond. 
 
 
 
 

 

BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS 
SUNDAY OCTOBER 9, 9:30 AM 
St. Luke’s invites you to a Blessing of the Animals 
in commemoration of St. Francis of Assisi, who is 
famous for his preaching to a wolf that then spared 
the lives of those who would feed him and for 
leading a simple life of poverty and charity that 
honored all creatures – a life style still honored in the 
monastic orders that bear his name. 
 
Please bring an animal with whom you live or work 
– or the photo of an animal about whom you care or 
are concerned – and come a little early to the service, 
which will start at 9:30 AM on Sunday October 9 
and conclude at 10 AM on the back lawn of the 
church.  Bring a small lawn chair if you need to sit, 
as well as a leash or restraint for any animal you 
bring.  The Eucharistic service following the 
blessing is a service of thanksgiving for creation, and 
animals are welcome in the church either on leash or 
in a carrier. 

 “What Is a Pet?” 
 
      A pet is a jester, a trickster, a teaser 
      Who’s always prepared to perform –  
      A pouncer, a bounder, a fetcher, a pleaser 
      Whose greeting is welcome and warm. 
 
      A pet is a blessing for so many reasons, 
      A gift of delight that endures –  
      A faithful companion, a friend for all seasons 
      Whose home, now and always, is yours! 
 

By Mary Catherine Shannon 
(From For Those Who Love Pets, published by 
Hallmark Cards, and sent from Freddy Holden’s 
collection of favorite sayings by Janice Fielder) 
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  VESTRY MEETING 
HIGHLIGHTS 
 
The September 13 meeting opened with prayer 
and thanks for the agreement by Eileen Widger 
and Colleen Garvey to replace Meredith Wagner 
and Janet Hunter, who resigned by email in late 
August.  Elected as replacements by unanimous 
Vestry email vote, Eileen and Colleen understand 
they must be ratified at the 2023 Annual Meeting 
to serve out the remainder of the three-year terms,  
ending in 2025, but they were asked to attend 
Vestry Meetings starting on September 13, 2022. 
 
Minutes.  Recommendation:   to have a 2023 July 
Vestry meeting, but not one in August because so 
many are out of town that month.  
 
Treasurer’s Report.  John DesLauriers reviewed 
the August P&L.  Pledges were down but expected 
to catch up.  Pre-bought budgeted oil payments for 
1200 Gallons will be less this year and will start in 
September.   Pig Roast income was $1,626; 
expenses repaid to the barbecue master were 
$564.73.  Altar Guild.  To purchase a new altar 
cloth, money is available through two budgeted 
line items, Liturgical/Altar and Worship, plus 
restricted funds.  Audit Committee Review/ 
Recommendations.   The letter of 9-9-22 from the 
Audit Committee (David Carey & David Willis) 
thanked Treasurer John DesLauriers and Pledge 
Treasurer Marti Assenza for their essential help; 
stated that the financial reports were in excellent 
order, and gave three recommendations for 2022:   

1. that the Investment Policy should be 
reviewed and updated; 

2. that an inventory should be made of the 
Safety Deposit Box (John has the key, and 
no changes have been made since June 
2021, when John and David did an 
inventory.  John will type up the inventory 
and send it to Vestry Members);  

3. that the Audit Committee should convene 
earlier next year since the Audit 
recommendations and Vestry acceptance 
are due on September 1 to the Diocese.   

Vestry recommended moving the review up to 
July each year.  Because the task portion of the 
form still needed to be addressed, the Vestry asked 
Lynda Farmer, past St. Luke’s Treasurer, to join 
the Audit Committee as an alternate to vacationing 
 
 
 
 
 
 

David Carey.  John will gather David Willis and 
Lynda to finish the review.  Sunday Plate 
Counters, Collectors, and Deposit Procedure. 
John said he spoke with Sally Hoover about doing 
the Sunday tallies to get him the information he 
and Marti need, and how to do the deposits in the 
Night Box.  Besides Sally, regular plate counters 
were David Carey, John Hoover, and Lynda 
Farmer.  Plate collectors named were David 
Carey, Lynda Farmer, Colleen Garvey, and John 
Hoover.  Budget and Timing for 2023.  John will 
send a recommendation for the 2023 budget.  
November is first pass; December is second pass; 
final budget is due in January.  Year-End Books.  
Shining Light Quickbooks advisor is no longer 
available.  John needs 4-5 hours of help on our 
ancient Quickbooks software, no longer supported 
by Microsoft, and will seek a replacement. 
 
Focus.  Internal Matters.  Review of Bylaws for 
October Vestry Meeting.  All Vestry members 
have a copy of the Bylaws and should review them 
before the next meeting.  Organist and Priest for 
December through Christmas and into 2023.  
Vestry authorized Lillian to speak with both 
Karlaine Livingston and Rev. Bruce MacDuffie to 
see if they would commit to services through 
Christmas and beyond.  Subsequently Karlaine 
committed to continue indefinitely as organist, 
barring bad weather, illness, etc., and will give 
Lillian early notice if a substitute should be 
sought. Bruce committed to going through the rest 
of 2022 and the first three months of 2023.  He will 
address timing further at the October Vestry 
Meeting.  Coffee Hour Set-up.   Lynda was 
willing to take that on until David returns, but we 
need to set up a better system for decisions if the 
congregation is very small and interest seems low.   
  
Junior Warden Report.  Painting of Back 
Wooden Steps to Church.  Tom Widger is 
willing to prepare and paint them.   Thank you, 
Tom!!!  Snow Removal on Paths.  Sharon 
Sinclair will get a bid from her husband, who does 
property maintenance.  Dehumidifiers in Willard 
Hall.  Three machines need emptying at least 
twice a day until the main machine’s coil is 
repaired or the machine replaced.  John will check 
with Precision Plumbing in Londonderry.  
Meanwhile anyone entering Willard Hall is 
encouraged to empty the machines. 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Members who serve in the 
 

(Continued from page 2) 
 
New Church Microphone?  David suggested 
purchasing the kind of smaller one that Bruce uses.  
Lillian will ask Bruce for information.  Church 
Website.  David urges everyone to check his 
changes to the website and send him corrections or 
additions. 
 
Old Business.  Directory.  Janet’s data for that were 
left in Willard Hall for Lillian to revise.  Eileen said 
she would help with the project.  Pig Roast.  People 
from the wrap-up luncheon/meeting held at the 
Willis house on September 7 felt that the event went 
smoothly for a first-time project; date around August 
20 meshed with a Ludlow Saturday day event; time 
of 4-7, menu, and delivery were good.  Next year we 
will aim for the same kind of event with Henry Jesse 
Pixley, but with larger potato salad servings, 
improved reservations.  More suggestions may apply 
after the Widgers go to the Peru Pig Roast and 
Willises go to the Ascutney Pig Roast, both on 9-24. 
 
Upcoming Programs.  Wreath Workshops and 
Set-up.  November 16-19.  No coffee hour in 
Willard Hall on Nov. 20 is OK and will take place in 
the church because of workshop supplies still left.   
 

Lillian Willis, Clerk  
 
 
 
 
 

PINS BACKPACK PROJECT 
NEEDS DONATIONS 

 
On August 11, 2022, 69 backpacks were delivered to 
the Springfield Office of the Department of Child and 
Family Services to be distributed by social workers 
to children in foster care or in families in crisis before 
the beginning of the new school year.  This is a long-
time annual Outreach project of St. Luke’s in 
collaboration with Partners in Service (PINS).   
While members of the PINS committee look all year 
long for backpacks in thrift stores or store clearance 
aisles, this year financial donations to cover all the 
other supplies did not meet expenses.  That’s why we 
need to restock the PINS coffer now so we can be 
ready to move quickly on bargains next summer.  
  
PINS backpacks are always stocked with an amazing 
number of essential supplies appropriate for each 
grade.  Each basic backpack receives pencils, eraser, 
sharpener, ruler, sticky notes, pencil case, 8x11” 
spiral notebook, folder with pockets, and a hand 
sanitizer.  But, as the grades get older, the backpacks 
receive additional necessary items.  Grades K-3 get 
crayons, glue sticks, and safety scissors.  Grades 4-6 
get pens and colored pencils.  Grades 7-9 get a 3-ring 
binder with lined paper, flash drive, compass/ 
protractor set, highlighter, and a calculator.  Grades 
10-12 get a compass/protractor set. 
  
Just about all of the school items were ordered online 
through Walmart’s school item bulk-shopping 
section at a much lower price than the in-store sales 
later in the summer.  Although the 69 backpacks 
were donated, the $706.81 cost of school supplies 
was not met by the $560.00 received in donations for 
the project.  The PINS Committee would greatly 
appreciate any extra donations now, so that next year 
when it comes time to order we can confidently know 
we have the resources in the treasury to buy what is 
needed in time to fill the backpacks.  To contribute, 
please note PINS in the memo line on your check to 
St. Luke’s.  Thank you for your additional help. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

CHRISTMAS MARKET  
BRAINSTORMING 

 
INVITATION 

to 
Luncheon Meeting 

Friday October 14, noon 
Chez Willis 

 
Help us brainstorm items we can create for the 
2022 Christmas Market on December 3, ways 

people can participate (even if not crafty), and how 
to alert more people to this uplifting event.  From 
food to anything holiday, practical, or beautiful, 
come share ideas and think about what you can 
start preparing now.  If you can attend, please 

contact Lillian Willis by Tuesday October 11 or 
send her ideas by email.  802-875-1340 or 

lbwillisct@comcast.net. 
 
 
 

 

Just one cluster of the 
69 backpacks that 
were stuffed with 
school supplies to 
help needy students 
start out the school 
prepared to succeed! 
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Holiday Wreath-Decorating 
Workshops November 17-19  

Escape from the world of possible Covid and daily 
demands and gather friends to bring on the holiday 
spirit by decorating a premade evergreen wreath.  
Since the number of wreaths available and decorating 
sessions are always limited, it’s important to mark 
your calendars now and get the word out by all your 
usual social media means to those you’d like to 
involve in this fun and uplifting experience.    
 
At the workshops, participants choose from an array 
of especially collected greens, berries, nuts and other 
natural materials, bows, and different embellishments 
that they would like to add to their premade evergreen 
wreath.  Wire, glue guns, and other supplied 
equipment make the decorating easy and successful.  
Open to the public, the workshops will take place on 
November 17-19 in Willard Hall at St. Luke’s 
Church, 313 Main Street (Route 11 West) in Chester, 
VT, and will again benefit both the church and the 
Chester Conservation Committee’s youth 
environmental-camp scholarships.   
 
To be assured of a wreath and their preferred session, 
participants must preregister early.  There are seven 
different workshops:  Thursday November 17, 1-2:30 
PM or 6:30-8 PM; Friday November 18, 9-10:30 AM 
or 1-2:30 PM or 6:30-8 PM; and Saturday November 
19, 9-10:30 AM or 1-2:30 PM.  Each session will 
offer all the essentials to create a very personal, one-
of-a-kind wreath.  Men and women are welcome to 
come alone or register with a friend or group, and 
participants are encouraged to bring clippers and glue 
guns if they have them.     
 
A $5 early-bird discount on the tentative fee of $50 
per wreath will apply to those who preregister and 
pay by Thursday November 10.  Checks should be 
made out to St. Luke’s Church, designated in the 
memo line for the Wreath Workshop, and mailed to 
Lillian Willis at PO Box 318, Chester, VT 05143.  For 
additional information,  registration, and price con-
firmation, please contact Lillian Willis at 802-875-
1340 or lbwillisct@comcast.net.  
 
This is a great opportunity to support two good 
causes, start getting ready for the holidays, and have 
fun doing it!  Please spread the word to family and 
friends. 
 
 
 
 

 
      
     

I Can Listen 
 

    The root hairs of the white pine  
    finger their way through the dark, 
    playing something on that keyboard 
    I can't hear. 
    But I can listen. 
    The breeze is telling some kind of story 
    in the trees, a lighthearted tale 
    that gets them laughing. 
    I don't get it, but I can listen. 
    The ocean chants its psalms, 
    the notes pouring over themselves, 
    the words always shifting, 
    the chant passed on 
    for millennia of millennia. 
    I can't join in, but I can listen. 
    The desert crackles in its silence. 
    All I can do is listen. 
    The human chorus speaks, 
    untranslatable, the moans and laughter,  
     the tales, the songs, the cries, the murmurings, 
     all of it together a vast uncontainable speech 
    that I can't comprehend, but, 
    even in what is not said, even 
    in the voice of a single person, 
    I can listen. 

Steve Garnaas-Holmes 
           (from Unfolding Light, August 12, 2022).  

 

LAMBETH CONFERENCE: 
Changed by Experience 

 
Rev. Bruce MacDufffie wrote that “The Lambeth 
Conference is an assembly of Anglican Bishops 
from the entire world hosted by the Archbishop of 
Canterbury.  The first such gathering was held in 
1867, and it has been held about every 10 years 
since.  It is simply a meeting for conversation, 
mutual support, and understanding with no authority 
or legislative power.”   
 
This past July Bishop Shannon traveled to England 
to attend that conference of Bishops from across the 
Anglican Communion.  In her reflections, she 
mentions how her understanding grew on “just how 
complex the conversation of human dignity and 
inclusion is across the communion.”  You can read 
her reflections on the conference by visiting 
https://diovermont.org/2022/09/21/the-lambeth-
conference-changed-by-experience/. 

 

 



 5 

 
 
 

October 
Celebrations 
 
Birthdays: 
1   Kat Meyer 
11 Sally Hoover 
18 Daniel Loradich 
19 Moser Worth 
20 Brian Anderson 
21 Cyrena Goodrich 
30 Amy Jones 
 
Anniversaries: 
2   Doc & Annemarie Sexton 
3   Brian & Ashley Paine 
7   Malcolm & Ann Summers 
28 Tom & Eileen Widger 
31 Walter & Sandra Rich 
 
 

Church Services 
 
Sunday services at 10 AM are both in 
person and by Zoom, except that no 
Zoom will be offered on October 2.  
All services are usually followed by 
coffee hour.  
 
On Wednesdays at 5:30 PM Bruce 
MacDuffie leads a short Eucharistic 
service without music.  
 
Please join us. 
 
 
  

NOVEMBER LITS 
Deadline Oct. 20 

Send all articles, photos, etc., 
to Lillian Willis at 

lbwillisct@comcast.net 
 
 
 
 

                                           St. Luke’s Episcopal Church 
 
 
                 313 Main Street, Chester, VT 05143; Office Phone: 802-875-6000 
                             stlukes@vermontel.net; www.stlukesepiscopalvt.org   

 

 

 August 2022 YTD 2022 Annual Budget 
YTD % of 

Budget 

     

Pledge & Plate Income $ 1,396.00  $ 26,926.00  $ 42,325.00  64% 
Other Operating 

Income $ 1,719.57  $ 19,641.68  $ 33,950.00  58% 

Restricted Income $ 55.00  $ 866.92  $ 2,790.00  31% 

Total Income $ 3,170.57  $ 47,434.60  $ 79,065.00  60% 

     

Regular Expense $ 3,876.80  $ 39,081.67  $ 79,100.71  49% 

Restricted Expense $ 211.53  $ 828.81  $ 2,590.00  32% 

Total Expense $ 4,088.33  $ 39,910.48  $ 81,690.71  49% 

     
Net Ordinary Income 

(loss) $ (917.76) $ 7,524.12  $ (2,625.71) -287% 

Draw on Investments $ - .00  $ - .00  $ 6,500.00  0% 

Net Ordinary Income $ (917.76) $ 7,524.12  $ 3,874.29   

     
Of the $1,719.57 in Other Operating Income, $1,626.00 was proceeds from the Pig Roast 
(with expenses of $564). As seen above, our YTD Net Ordinary Income remains positive 
at $7,524.12. Still no Draw on Investments has been necessary and quite possibly will not 
through year end.  

 

 

 

  


