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 “Let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven.” Matt. 5: 16

Continued on page 2

Let’s Keep Our Eyes & Hearts 
Open for The Movement  

of The Holy Spirit Among Us 
“Wade in the water...God’s a gonna trouble the 

water.” [LEVAS 143] 

As I write this, it is Pentecost 

Sunday and I find myself 

mourning the fact that we cannot be 

together in St. Luke’s this morning.  

I am also missing the red hangings on 

the altar, the Paschal Candle, and the 

red garments worn by you this day.  

Perhaps my reminiscing sounds a bit 

silly, but I happen to really like the 

color of red.  In fact, it is one of my 

favorite colors, and doesn’t this color 

look stunning in the church’s sanctuary! 

Color aside, Pentecost Sunday — also recognized as the 

“birthday of the Church” — is one of the four major bap-

tismal Sundays in the Church’s year.  As I was thinking 

about the Renewal of our Baptismal Vows we have given 

together in past years, I remembered the line in the hymn 

we used to sing, “God’s a gonna trouble the water.”  

Yes, these days the 

waters are indeed “trou-

bled” but not in the way this 

hymn suggests.  Our lives 

are “troubled” by the pro-

tests and riots taking place 

all over our country and in 

other parts of the world. 

The thousands marching in 

the streets as of late are 

speaking out against sys-

temic racism and injustice.  

Our lives are “troubled” by 

the COVID-19 pandemic 

that still threatens us and 

our loved ones each and 

every day.  Yes.  Stagnant 

waters are rising, it seems! 

“Not being able  

to meet at St. Luke’s 

does not make us  

any less the Church!   

We are still every  

bit the Church!   

We just need to keep  

our eyes and hearts  

open for the movement 

of the Holy Spirit  

among us.”  

—Rev. Heidi L. Edson    

Spring Clean-up At St. Luke’s 
A few of us did some yard clean up at St. Luke’s on  

Saturday, May 2nd.  So who are those masked men? Not 

shown in the picture are Rich and Janet Hunter who also 

helped. —John DesLauriers 
Editor’s Note: We give our grateful thanks to this team of  

faithful workers for keeping things ship-shape on the church 

grounds. (Photo courtesy of Rick Hunter.) 
P.S. The guys in the photo above are John DesLauriers,  
Andrew Pennell and Doug Edson. 
 

Prayer for People  
Facing Great Uncertainty 

God of the present moment, 

God who in Jesus stills the storm 

and soothes the frantic heart; 

bring hope and courage to all 

who wait or work in uncertainty. 

Bring hope that you will make them the equal 

of whatever lies ahead. 

Bring them courage to endure what cannot be avoided, 

for your will is health and wholeness; 

you are God, and we need you. 

 Amen. 

Taken from A New Zealand Prayer Book 
—He Karakia Mihinare o Aotearoa’ (adapted)

§
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Yet, as we enter into June and the summer season, my 

spirits are lifted by the various “movements” of life from the 

Spirit I see taking place all around.  Outside our apartment, 

the birds are noisy, Thundarr (our cat) is chewing the grass 

(We dub him “Cowcat” sometimes), neighbors and friends 

wave at us and children play outside.  These signs of joy 

and goodwill remind us that God is “troubling the water.”  

How?  by the stirring of the Holy Spirit that is active, alive, 

and ever with us.   

Not being able to meet at St. Luke’s does not make us 

any less the Church!  We are still every bit the Church!  We 

just need to keep our eyes and hearts open for the move-

ment of the Holy Spirit among us.  God is “troubling” us 

away from our comfort zones and leading us to step into 

the stagnant waters of the world.  “God’s a gonna trouble 

the waters” as the hymn goes.  Our world is hurting and 

needs us to be the Church these days.  Together, we can 

step right on in these waters and start wading!       

                                                               Blessings, 

                                                               Heidi+

Let’s Keep Our Eyes & Hearts 
Open for The Movement  

of The Holy Spirit Among Us 
(continued from page 1)

Sunday Prayer  
by Nadia Bolz-Weber1 

I do not know when we can gather together 
again in worship, Lord. 

So, for now I just ask that: 

When I sing along in my kitchen to each song 
on Stevie Wonder’s Songs in The Key of 
Life Album, that it be counted as praise.  

And that when I read the news and my heart 
tightens in my chest, may it be counted as  
a Kyrie.  

And that when my eyes brighten in a smile 
behind my mask as I thank the cashier may it 
be counted as passing the peace. 

And that when I water my plants and wash 
my dishes and take a shower may it be counted 
as remembering my baptism. 

And that when the tears come and my 
shoulders shake and my breathing falters, may 
it be counted as prayer. 

And that when I stumble upon a Tabitha 
Brown video and hear her grace and love of 
you may it be counted as a hearing a homily. 

And that as I sit at that table in my apartment, 
and eat one more homemade meal, slowly, 
joyfully, with nothing else demanding my time 
or attention, may it be counted as communion.   
Amen 

1Nadia Bolz-Weber  (born April 22, 1969) is an author, 
Lutheran minister and public theologian. She served as 
the founding pastor of House for All Sinners and Saints, 
a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America in Denver, Colorado, until July 8, 2018. She is 
also a three-time New York Times bestselling author. 

REFLECTIONS

§

JULY LITS Deadline:      
     + JUNE 30th 

Send all articles, announcements, photos, etc. to:  
Pat Fromberger, 180 Gates Rd., Andover, VT 05143 

Email:  panjoe@vermontel.net 

An Invitation from The  
Washington National Cathedral 

Jesus reminds us that “where two or three gather in my 

name, I am with them.” Here at the Cathedral, we’re find-

ing new virtual ways to gather as God’s people during these 

unprecedented times. We’re gathering each day to pray and 

worship. Join us! The comforting rhythm of daily prayer 

offers a sense of solace in anxious times. “Draw near to God, 

and God will draw near to you,” the Scriptures tell us. 

We invite you to join us in spending time together each 

day, online, in the presence of God, with morning and  

evening services of prayer and a livestreamed Sunday Holy 

Eucharist. Request a prayer for yourself, a loved one or the 

world, and download resources, including our Prayers for 

Times of Uncertainty. —Source:  https://cathedral.org/online/

The art of building one’s life is more than learning and follow-
ing rules.  Love your enemies. Pray secretly. Do not worry. 
Rules help, but true life comes from selfless loving and total 
commitment to God’s will—we must lose our lives to have life. 
The Christian ethic derives not from rules but from life lived 
selflessly for others, and this requires skill and creatively. 
                                   —Forward Day By Day, June 1, 2008
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Annual St. Luke’s Plant Sale  
Better than Ever! 

The third year for St. Luke’s Chester Plant Sale exceeded 

all expectations and gained over $2,000 more than last 

year’s event. The three sale dates of Friday, May 29 and Sat-

urday, May 30, both from 9:00 a.m.–3:00 p.m. and Sunday, 

May 31 from 1:00–3:00 p.m  (a BOGO sale of buy one get 

one free) saw the dispersal of any plants that had been left.   

Once again plants were organized by growing preference 

for shade, part sun, and sun.  Buyers loved that clarity and 

the large choice of healthy perennials —generously potted, 

groomed, and reasonably priced—as well as shrubs, herbs, 

and some annuals raised from seed.  Most plants had photos 

to show what they would look like in bloom.  All plants, if 

the information was available, had specific details noted on 

a marker regarding their height, color, spreading characteris-

tics, etc.  Also available were homemade preserves, fresh rhu-

barb, gardener’s notebooks, bags of red dahlia tubers, pots of 

canna lilies, and one-of-a-kind pastel cards created by Don 

Huffer with flower or bird themes.   

The plants donated came from a variety of gardens worked 

by both area friends and fellow parishioners.  Special thanks 

for parishioner plant donations and produce or preserves go 

to Nina and Don Huffer (who provided and potted an amazing 

number of plants and shrubs from their property), Marcia  

Clinton, Alison DesLauriers, Janice Fielder, Colleen and Gene 

Garvey, Lew and Bonnie Watters, Sally Hoover, Ann 

Summers, Eileen and Tom Widger, and the Willises. 

Massive thanks go to those who helped mow, set up tents, 

transport, prep (lug, mark, groom), take down, or worked one 

or more days of the sale:  David Carey, Marcia Clinton, Jane Davis, 

Alison and John DesLauriers, Doug Edson, Colleen Garvey, Sally 

Hoover, Nina and Don Huffer, Janet and Rick Hunter, Ian Mont-

gomery, and Tom and Eileen Widger.  Deep thanks go to David 

Willis, who screened and mixed dirt, lugged, and helped with every 

step of the process before the event. 

The enthusiasm of all attendees was exciting, even though  

everyone was wearing a mask because of the coronavirus.  Every-

one appreciated the quality, quantity, and reasonable prices.  A 

number said that the plants they had bought last year from us were 

healthier and more vigorous than any they had bought from a pro-

fessional nursery.  They are looking forward to next year’s offerings. 

The success of this event depends upon resources.  We defi-

nitely need a wider variety of plants for next year.  So, please note 

in this growing season the plants you might have to share in 2021, 

take photos of them so you know the colors and locations, and send your list and photos to me at lbwillisct@comcast.net.   

This was a truly great sale.  Thank you to everyone who organized, sold, bought, or showed support for this endeavor.  

The event was a great way to share nature’s bounty and provide a community service while benefitting the church— all done 

at a goodly distance this year and with great good will and plentiful hand sanitizers.  —Lillian Willis, Chair 

Plant Sale Committee: 

Marcia Clinton, Jane Davis, Alison DesLauriers, Nina and Don Huffer, Lillian and David Willis. 

Saturday, May 30…2nd day of sale…attendees wore 
their masks and politely kept their distances.

Above: Nina Huffer helps a customer fill her red wagon.

Friday, May 29th – 1st day of Plant Sale… customers arrive early.
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§

May Vestry Meeting Highlights  

During this time of Covid-19 lockdown and strict social 

distancing, the May Vestry meeting was once again held 

by Zoom or phone. 

•  Focus Topic:  Vestry Retreat.  Facilitator Anne Brewer 

felt we should postpone the retreat until the fall and then 

have only a one-day meeting.  Vestry agreed and thought the 

retreat should be held at a location closer to Chester.  The 

details will be discussed at a future meeting. 

•   Treasurer’s Report.  John DesLauriers reported that if 

we use the $11,283 PPP loan from the federal government 

for payroll and apply to convert to a grant at the end of  

8 weeks, we should get the grant.  Meanwhile, pledges and 

plate are at or above budget.  Assistant Treasurer Gene  

Garvey and John will try to do the next Treasurer actions  

together, but will have to work out how since the Bishop 

does not want two people in the same office.  

•   Junior Warden’s Report.  David Carey thanked all who 

came to a grounds workday and got the stones out of the 

grass.  He did some additional clean-up of wood by the shed 

and of sand.  Jeff from Life Safety made a 1.5-hour inspec-

tion of the fire alarm on April 6th and declared all OK.  Out-

door light by the parking lot.  David and Doug Edson will 

mix cement for the base of the solar light by Houzz @ $99 

and check with others on the desired location.  New blower 

was in stalled for the furnace by H.B. Fuels.  Cota & Cota 

filled the empty fuel tank; no one knows why it was  

empty.  A suggestion was made  to calibrate the Willard Hall  

thermostat and use another set on the piano to check on it. 

•   Rector’s Report.  Forward Day By Day  devotional 

booklets.  Heidi, Careys, and Hunters saw to distribution of 

them to parishioners.   Safety Training.  Vestry needs to take 

this training.  John will send a link to an online program to 

read, study, and prepare one’s own certificate.  

•   Old Business.  Asylum Seeker’s Sponsorship Project.    

Belinda sent out emails about Heather and Catherine (con-

gregational liaisons).  The program finds sponsors and then 

looks for refugees.  Belinda suggests we listen for God’s  

calling to see if we should do a project like this.  How to 

enter a discernment time?  Belinda is participating in a dis-

cernment process run by St. Michael’s in Brattleboro.  She 

will send the Vestry information about the process so people 

can sign up individually if they have time and inclination.  

•   New Business.  Opening Up.  Heidi will send infor-

mation.  Financial tithing and giving.  John will send a 

LITS reminder. Heidi will send an email reminder.  Plant 

Sale.  John will provide a trailer, but back-up transporting is 

desired.  Church standards for Covid-19 are stricter than 

State standards.  Convention.  No information yet.   

•   Next Vestry Meeting:  Wednesday, June 10, 2020. 

                                                    —Lillian Willis, Clerk  

Update On Re-Opening  
Of Churches In Vermont  

We are in the month of June and we are still not in our 

building here at St. Luke’s for worship.  Several of us, 

including myself, are growing a bit anxious about returning 

to St. Luke’s.  The question as to the date of our return is one 

we all share. 

In one of the E-Blasts I sent in the latter part of May, I 

included a letter from Bishop Shannon regarding the Dioce-

san plan for re-opening.  In her letter, she wrote about the 

State of Vermont’s policy for re-opening (as of 26 May, 

2020) along with the Diocesan rationale for remaining closed 

for the time being.   

Allow me to submit a part of this letter from Bishop 

Shannon with the exact wording in quotes: 

“On Friday (22 May), Governor Scott announced 
that effective immediately faith communities may re
sume services and gatherings at 25 percent of a 
building’s seating capacity, assuming all mandatory 
health and safety criteria are met.  While I am en
couraged that Vermont is moving in the right direc
tion in curtailing the spread of COVID19, I must 
continue to ask that we keep our buildings closed as 
I first requested in my letter of March 25. 

A working group of the Diocese of Vermont is  
developing a plan for a phased return to inperson 
worship across our diocese, and we will be sharing it 
with you soon. This plan will take into account the 
Center for Disease Control’s guidelines for faith com
munities released last week, although it may not  
follow them exactly.”   
I continue to be grateful for Bishop Shannon’s careful  

attention and compassionate leadership during this time of 

the pandemic.  Her rationale for not moving quickly to re-

open our doors pertains largely to the demographics of our 

churches.  For this reason, we stay apart for now in order to 

ensure the safety and health of our vulnerable worshippers.   

                                                Together even when apart! 

                                                            Heidi+

June Worship  

All St. Luke’s worship services are suspended due to the 

coronavirus pandemic.  Please refer to the article page 
2 or other worship opportunities that are listed.  Also, please 

feel free to contact Heidi+ anytime either by phone or email 

with any need or simply to chat.  She is in the church office 

on Tuesdays–Thursdays from 9:00 a.m.-Noon. During these 

days of physical separation, a phone call or message can help 

to bring us closer together in spirit and heart.



Light in the Shadows                                                                                                                   June  2020 (page 5)

§

Pentecost Reflection 
With many thanks to Bishop Edington from the Convocation 
of Episcopal Churches in Europe, comes the following words 
of wisdom from last Sunday: Pentecost. I found a lot to re-
flect upon from the following paragraphs and I trust that 
many parishioners will find the same. —David Carey 

“This year, Pentecost almost seems a little too edgily ironic. 

That moment the church began with the visitation of the 

Spirit, one basic fact starts the whole story: the fact that, ten 

days after witnessing Jesus’s ascension to heaven, “the dis-

ciples were all together in one place.”  

It’s a little poignant, not to say painful, to be reminded 

of that part of the story this year. The one thing we cannot 

do is gather together in one place. Even when we even-

tually move back into the space of our church, some of 

us—for very good reasons—will probably continue to par-

ticipate via a livestream of some kind. We know, and 

frequently assert, that the church is the people of the com-

munity and not the building in which they gather; but fam-

ilies need homes, and that space in which we gather to 

worship, however grand or humble it may be, is for us the 

expression of that long-ago room.  

The organizing principle of the church is the faithful 

gathered for worship; and we feel short changed when this 

is denied to us, even when the reasons precluding our gath-

ering are themselves an expression of Christian love. But 

we need to remember that the tongues of fire that shone 

forth the presence of the spirit lit up on people—and not 

on the building in which they were gathered.  

No image could more clearly set before us the most im-

portant claim of Pentecost—that the church is made whe-

never and however faithful people seek each other out, by 

whatever means, to join in the praise of God and in service 

to the world after the pattern of Christ. 

So on this day of all days, our task is not to gather in 

church—it is to be the church. It is to reach out to each 

other in affirmation and love, to gather in those who risk 

venturing into our virtual communities, to stop at nothing 

in working stay knit together as the Body of Christ, no 

matter where we are. 

So, I’ll see you—either on the screen or at the appro-

priate social distance—in church!” 

St. Luke’s Financial Information 
Annual YTD % of  

April 2020 YTD 2020 Budget Budget  

Pledge/Plate Income $ 4,620.00 $ 22,089.00 $ 56,724.00     38.9% 
Other Oper. Income $ 215.47 $ 4,703.01 $  33,150.00     14.2% 
Restricted Income $     0.00 $ 228.00 $ 2,095.00 10.9% 
TOTAL INCOME $ 4,835.47 $ 27,020.01 $ 91,969.00 29.4% 

Regular Expense $ 6,248.78 $ 31,166.84 $ 107,374.00    29.0% 
Restricted Expense $       0.00 $      75.00 $ 2,340.00 3.2%  
TOTAL EXPENSES $ 6,248.78 $ 31,241.84 $ 109,714.00     28.5% 

Net Ordinary Income/(loss) $  (1,413.31) $  (4,221.83)  $ (17,745.00) 23.8% 

Note: Budget deficit figure does not 
include principal payments on the Butterfield loan.  

Income for April was slightly ahead of budget with expenses just below.  We 

continue to see strong support through mailing in of pledges and donations.  

The month of May will show quite a nice surplus due to continued pledge 

support as well as a very successful plant sale.  Something to look forward 

to.  —John DesLauriers, Treasurer                 

JUNE 

CELEBRATIONS 
Birthdays: 

6      Doreen Bolger 
11     Martha Stretton 
17     Evelyn Meyer 
Anniversaries: 
6      Ross & Amy Jones 
13     Sanford & Bonnie Johnson 
20    George & Georgiana Cheney 
20    Fred & Alyce Fielder 
22    Lew & Bonnie Watters 
28    Dale & Gloria Deming 
29    Red & Adelaide Johnson

 St. Luke’s Episcopal Church 
The Rev. Heidi L. Edson, Rector 

313 Main Street,  Chester, VT 05143  •  Office Phone:  875-6000 
stlukes@vermontel.net   •   www.stlukesepiscopalvt.org 

“St. Luke’s  

is an  

intentional  

Christian  

community,  

deepening faith  

and  

broadening  

love.”


