
2022 ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 
he 2022 Annual Meeting of the Parish of St. Luke’s
will reconvene on Sunday, the 6th of February 2022,

following the 10 AM Worship Sevice that will be held
by Zoom.  The annual meeting takes place only once a
year, so we hope many of you will be able to attend.

Having been called for January 23, the Annual Meeting
was recessed for two weeks to allow for the collection of
annual reports and the printing and distribution of the
document.  The Annual Report Booklet includes the
meeting agenda, plus the various reports from St. Luke’s
activities amd ministries (outreach efforts, community
events, financial reports, and more).  Made available in
PDF format, the report was emailed to parishioners on
January 30 to enable people to review it, the events of
the past year, and the budget for the future so all could
consider how best they might help the church, each
other, and our wider St. Luke’s commuity.  For instance,
we know parishioners are needed for the Vestry, Altar
Guild, Prayer Chain, church Website, Delegates and Al-
ternates to the Diocesan Convention, and leaders and
workers for various events, endeavors, and fundraisers.   
Please consider where your interests and talents lie and
how you can contribute to help ourselves and others and
improve our communications internally and externally.

Special thanks for St. Luke’s 2021 Annual Report go to
Belinda for editing submissions and to David Carey for
putting the report together.  If you did not receive by email
a copy of the report and would like one emailed to you,
please contact davidcareyvermont@gmail.com.

February 2022

UPCOMING LENTEN SERVICES
ecause of the unsettled heating situation at St.
Luke’s, more complete details on specific Lenten

services will be forthcoming as we figure out our
options regarding Covid restrictions and the weather.
But since February is a short month, we thought we’d
let you know what is tentatively scheduled so you can
mark your calendars.  

No Shrove Tuesday Supper. Be-
cause of the Bishop’s Covid re-
strictons on food preparation at St.
Luke’s, there will be no Pancake
Supper in Willard Hall this year.

Ash Wednesday Service on March
2, 5 PM. Either in the sanctuary
and with Zoom or soley by Zoom.

Lenten [into Pentecost] Study of Richard Rohn’s Book
Universal Christ. The timing for those limited study
sessions is being worked out with the parishioners who
immediately responded to Bruce’s email invitation.

The Vestry is delighted to announce that Bruce Mac-
Duffie will be able to lead St. Luke’s through Easter.

“Let your light shine before others so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven.”  Matt: 5:16
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ST. LUKE’S PRAYER CHAIN 
If you or anyone you know would welcome prayers
on their behalf, please let any member of the tele-
phone Prayer Chain know:  Marti Assenza (802-289-
2582c), Marjorie Carey (802-875-4235), Lynda
Farmer (802-885-2641), Janice Fielder (802-885-
4688), Janet & Rick Hunter (802-886-2304), Belinda
Whipple Worth (802-282-7129c), Lillian & David
Willis (802-875-1340).  Whoever receives your call
will alert the next alphabetical name on the list to start
the prayer chain and will reveal as many health details
as you wish them to know about to pinpoint prayers.



Photos of Pruning of Crab Apple Trees on 2-1-22
At top, photo of trees before professional pruning.  Beneath, photo of trees after pruning to bring them down
slightly in height, to thin out broken or crossed branches for their health, to improve their aesthetic shape and,

in the process, reveal a bit more of the stained glass window and the facade of the church behind the trees.  
The gentle pruning was a gift from Dan Cote of Inn Victoria in thanks for the church’s allowing the arborist
access to trim the trees on the back side propery line that were overhanging the Inn’s backyard and terrace.



ANNUAL REPORT FOR ST. LUKE’S

he 2021 Annual Report is done, finished, com-
pleted, concluded, discharged, and “put to bed.” 

Sincere thanks go to Lillian and Belinda who took on the
task of editing the submissions.  As a former math teacher,
I recall that the crafting and editing of reports about the
students in my different classes were chores that had to
be done, but not ones that I relished.  To communicate
the progress (or lack of progress) for efforts during any
year was best conveyed by a carefully-thought-out paragraph
or two, and that is exactly what parishioners submitted
for inclusion in the Annual Report.  Thank you to all
those who took the time to sit down and write a de-
scription of what happened within their committee. 

To give you some idea of the work involved, the Contents
Page lists 17 different reports, and the completed volume
comprises 33 pages.  Few reports were short, simple,
matter-of-fact compilations; they were mostly full-page,
in detail, and often with photos to illustrate activities.

It was actually quite fun trying to arrange all the reports
into some kind of order, slotting in photos here and
there, and then seeing how many reports needed com-
pressing, enlarging, or adjusting. I had never undertaken
such a responsibility before, but being somewhat laid up
recently, I had the time to see what could be done.  Now
I'm not saying it is something I want to repeat each year,
but as a one-off, it was a different experience for me.

I hope you enjoyed reading through the reports. If you have
questions, please feel free to contact any report’s author.

David Carey

Best Things 
by Robert Louis Stevenson

The best things are nearest:
breath in your nostrils, light in
your eyes, flowers at your feet, 
duties at your hand, the path of
Right just before you.  Then do 
not grasp at the stars, but do
life’s plain, common work as it
comes, certain that daily duties
and daily bread are the sweetest
things of life.

T
Water to Wine 
by Steve Garnaas-Holmes 

of Unfolding Light

Now standing there were six stone water jars
For the Jewish rites of purification,
each holding twenty or thirty gallons.  

–John 2.6

Beloved,
You change the water of my life
into the wine of your touch,
if only I taste.
What was plain becomes mystery.
The cup of want
becomes jugs of abundance,
a lifetime.
The jars of obligation,
the pots of my attempts,
my hope of being acceptable,
my rite of shame and inadequacy,
you fill with delight instead.

Beloved, I see now – 
this wedding must be mine.

BAPTISM DETAILS
There is still time for people to email their baptism
details to Bruce at blmacdufffie@comcast.net.  Those
recollections will be published in a future LITS, but
it’s helpful, in terms of planning, for the LITS Editor
to have a better idea of how many pages those recol-
lections might require.  Some photographs might also
be possible inclusions if they help to tell the story.  



Highlights of January Vestry Meeting

The Vestry Meeting on January 11, 2022, was by Zoom. 

Treasurer’s Report. John DesLauriers reported that
December was a good month for income.  Stocks and
the ensuing dividends were high; and profits from two
fundraisers (Wreath Workshops and Christmas Market),
plus a bequest, produced a record monthly income.
After the scheduled 1/18/22 meeting with our outside
accountant from Shining Light Bookkeeping, however,
there may be a few tweaks to the December P&L.  

FOCUS:  2022 Budget.  PPPs. John reported that the
Church has already paid the Diocese its required share of
those two government grants.  The proposed 2022
budget lists categories from last year, to date, and pro-
posed, and is similar to that of last year, but with a few
exceptions.  Although a few one-time bequests came in
2021, we know that regular income in 2022 will be de-
creased because of the loss of a few parishioners.  Rector
Allocation. The proposed budget indicates it as a 1/4th

position because going to ! time would involve many
more expenses, such as housing and health insurance,
which would be hard to cover; and there has been no
word from the Diocese on possible rector choices.  If
parishioners want !-time, John can change the budget.
Outreach. It was increased because bequests brought in
more money that can allow us to do more for others,
given the present reduced expenses due to Supply
Clergy.  Heat. Last year’s costs were low, and the
budget kept that number, even though we do not know
about 2022 heat costs from stricter Covid requirements
from the Diocese, and are still looking into health ben-
efits of winter services in the church vs. Willard Hall.
Zoom services do provide a further service alternative.
Grounds Maintenance. Because of more limited phys-
ical help, we need to provide for more assistance for
snow removal and mowing.  Therefore that line was in-
creased from $1000 to $2000.  2002 Budget Approval.
Motions were made and approved to accept the proposed
2022 budget and to approve the likely minor changes
after John’s consultation with the outside accountant. 

Junior Warden Report. Zoom Church Services. David
Carey reported there were six Zoomers on Christmas
Eve.  He also visited his old church in MA, where they
have exceptional Zoom capabilities and will research
them to see how our system can be improved.  Outreach
Program with Russ and Heidi Smith. The Smiths had
contacted the church asking to do a program about their
ministry on Tuesday 1/25 with a pot luck dinner and

overnight stay.  In view of Covid and diocesan restric-
tions, a Zoom-only program was suggested.  After email
contact with the Smiths by Outreach Co-Chair Jane
Davis, the Smiths will offer a Zoom-only program at 5
PM on Tuesday 1/25 for parishioners.

Transition Ministry with Bruce MacDuffie. Supply
Ministry. Bruce agreed to extend his service as Supply
Priest at St. Luke’s beyond February through April.
Easter is April 17, and while Bruce has a potential com-
mitment in NY State, he will meet with Belinda and oth-
ers to consider options.  Possible Lenten Program.  Bruce
suggested a program based on Rohr’s book Universal
Christ. He will work up a description of the program. He
would offer the book for sale and participants would buy
it, choose the first date for the program, read an assigned
portion, sit in a circle for discussion, and then decide
upon the next date for the program.  The program is ap-
parently “easy to access and involves thinking about
God and each other.”  Winter Church Services in Sanc-
tuary or Willard Hall? The Vestry is weighing pros and
cons of each location, but needs a coherent policy, given
the confusion on 1/16 when the main door of the church
was inadvertently locked before the 10 AM service.  A
number of parishioners tried the “front” entrance, but
only the MacDuffies were successful entering from the
ramp door.  Traditionally the sanctuary is used on Ash
Wednesday and around Easter.  Oil supply of 1500 gallons
had been prebought at same good rate as last year, but oil
costs are going up and using a lot more fuel may be very
hard for the church to afford.  John will check with Lew
Watters on the lowest practical temperature forecast for
the church, so that heat can be turned on in advance to
warm the church up enough by 10 AM.  David, John, and
Bruce will confer and send out a notice to parishioners on
Saturday and again on Sunday to inform them of a Zoom
only option for church on a specific cold Sunday.  Bruce
held Zoom services when he served at St. James in Wal-
pole, has an annual Zoom account so the church doesn’t
have to take out its own account at this time, and offered
to do a shorter service, without music, from his house
while we discover more about the air exchange in
Willard Hall.  Meanwhile John and David will investi-
gate the air-exchange rate in Willard Hall, and John will
speak with Arne Jonynas, the plumber who installed the
equipment that is integrated with the noisy dehumidifier
that deters mold.  Opening the Church for Sunday Serv-
ices. A member of the Altar Guild is usually present
early on Sundays, but not always.  To ensure the un-
locking of the church, early attendee and Vestry member
Lynda Farmer will be given a key.  Additional Covid
Precautions for Social Distancing During Services. To



further separate musician Anne Goodreau and her
various musical instruments from lay readers, priest, and
David Carey working the Zoom equipment, David will
move to the other side of the church or Willard Hall and
set up two Plexiglass panels to provide other barriers to
Anne’s necessarily close proximity. 

New Business. Sexton Position. Janet and Rick Hunter
met with Sharon Sinclair, who lives nearby on Church
Street and was recommended by Janice Fielder.  Sharon
is interested in the job, uses a Shark Vacuum, and will
accept $25 per hour if the church pays for cleaning sup-
plies.  Janet will tell her payroll is twice a month and
that she needs to give required information to John to
enable her hiring.  Janet will tell Sharon about winter
cold temperatures in the sanctuary, so Sharon can decide
what day she would like to clean.  The Vestry was unan-
imous in offering the job to Sharon if remaining details
could be worked out.  St. Luke’s Annual Report. Rick
Hunter cannot do it this year, so another volunteer is
sought.  All yearly reports should be completed ASAP.
The report needs to be emailed to parishioners in ad-
vance of the Annual Parish Meeting.  Vestry for 2022.
Three terms will expire in 2022 (Marti Assenza, Lynda
Farmer, and Janet Hunter).  Marti will not run again, but
is willing to remain as Pledge Treasurer.  Lynda  and
Janet [subsequent to the meeting] agreed to run for another
3-year term.  Thus, one additional Vestry member is de-
sired.  Parishioners need to know of openings for Vestry
and for the Diocesan Convention Delegates so they can
consider running for election at the Annual Meeting.  

Upcoming Events. Annual Parish Meeting. Sunday
1/23 by Zoom after 10 AM service with immediate mo-
tion to recess until Sunday February 6 after 10 AM service.
Outreach Zoom Ministry Program by Russ and Heidi
Smith. Because of Covid, it will be a Zoom-only pro-
gram at 5 PM on Tuesday 1/25/22.  The Smiths’ min-
istry is in Chile and is supported by funds allocated
annually in St. Luke’s Outreach budget.  All interested
parishioners and friends of St. Luke’s are invited and en-
couraged to attend the Zoom program.

Next Vestry Meeting: Sunday February 6 by Zoom
after Annual Parish Meeting briefly to elect officers and
confirm monthly Vestry meeting date for 2022.  

Next Vestry Meeting:  Tuesday Febrary 8, 2022, 6:30
PM, unless changed on February 6.

Lillian Willis, Clerk

ALTAR GUILD & FLOWER FUND 

ecause of illness or moves away, the Altar Guild
needs new members to take care of the linens and

prepare the church for services.   The church also needs
donations specifically given to the Flower Fund to beau-
tify the altar at Sunday services and holiday celebrations.
After the Sunday service, the flowers may go home with
the donor or be given to a birthday celebrant or someone
from the congregation who would benefit from that
cheery gift of beauty and caring.  To sponsor flowers for
any Sunday service, write a check for $30 payable to St.
Luke’s Church with “Flower Fund” in the memo sec-
tion.  Place the check  in the collection plate or mail it to
St. Luke’s.  To arrange for your sponsorship of a spe-
cific Sunday, please email Eileen Widger (twidger@sbc-
global.net) with the name(s) you would like to
remember and your preferred Sunday clearly identified.
(For example, second Sunday of October in thanksgiv-
ing for Mary Smith.)  This is an easy way for any indi-
vidual to complement the beauty of the church and our
Sunday services while providing a caring symbol of love
for the person who receives the flowers after the service.

For more information about the Altar Guild, its respon-
sibilities, and how to be trained for this special ministry,
please contact Eileen Widger (802-875-4604).

FIBER ARTS CRAFT GROUP

Come join a new group for St. Luke’s.  It consists of
anyone who has interest in a portable craft and enjoys
warm, caring conversation.  Participants rotate meet-
ing in their homes, and provide lunch for the group, on
every other Friday from 11:30 until about 3 PM.
Please contact Belinda Whipple Worth at 802-282-
7129 if you would like to be part of the fun.  
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St. Luke’s Episcopal Church

313 Main Street, Chester, VT 05143 • Office Phone: 875-6000
stlukes@vermontel.net • www.stlukesepiscopalvt.org

March LITS
DEADLINE

February 20th

Send articles and photos to 
lbwilllisct@comcast.net

!"

FEBRUARY 
CELEBRATIONS

Birthdays:
10  Mary Anderson  
10  Field Willis  
12  Leigh Dakin
17  Marjorie DesLauriers
23  Fred Fielder
30  Brian Paine

Anniversarys:
12  Brad & Bev Dunbar

Reminder:  please mail in your pledge contributions.  Thank you!

“St. Luke’s  
is an 

intentional 
Christian 

community, 
deepening faith 

and 
broadening 

love.”

ALL ARE INVITED TO UPCOMING 
EVENTS AND CHURCH SERVICES 

As of this moment in the continued struggles with Covid, and
because the recent extremely cold temperatures make heating
the sanctuary in the winter extraordinarily expensive, regular Sun-
day services will continue to take place at 10 AM by Zoom until
we know more about the quality of air exchange in Willard Hall.
When there is a change back to indoors at St. Luke’s, we will let
you know and always confirm each week by email how and where
the Sunday service will take place. 

Request:  Donation of a battery-operated wall clock for the kitchen.

Reminder:  Parish Annual Meeting Sunday Feb. 6th.

Please Welcome New Sexton Sharon Sinclair.  Sharon, who lives
nearby on Church Street, will take over the Sexton’s duties for cleaning
the church and Willard Hall as of January 31st and plans to clean there-
after weekly on Mondays.  We look forward to her care of the building
and thank James Salisbury, whose regular work schedule made his ad-
ditional church duties too exhausting, for his past dependable care.  


