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THE PENTECOSTAL STORY
We Are the Church 

""Almighty God, on this day you opened the way of
eternal life to every race and nation by the promised

gift of the Holy Spirit:  Shed abroad this gift 
throughout the world by the preaching of the Gospel,

that it may reach to the ends of the earth... ." 
[BCP 227, "The Day of Pentecost:  Whitsunday] 

ome of you may be aware of
how much I enjoy taking

walks.  Several times in the week,
the route I choose is along Main
Street and past St. Luke's Church,
located just off the green.  Since I
have been here, I have seen first-
hand other visitors and guests to
Chester admire our framed,
Gothic-style church building.    

As I was thinking about the month of May this year with
Pentecost coming later this month, I wondered where,
specifically, the first Pentecost took place according to
Acts Chapter 2.  Yes, it was at the Temple in Jerusalem
where a multitude had gathered from different parts of
the then-known world.  But I still wondered about the
exact location of this event – either inside or on the Temple
grounds.  From my research (thanks to the Internet!) I
came across some information that suggested that the
actual event took place outside the Temple walls on the
steps of the Temple.  Given the many people who had
come together, the venue would have required a very
large space.       

The Covid-19 outbreak has managed to open the door
for us to seriously consider the question of Who is the
Church?  Is the Church only our buildings and edifices
of worship, or is the Church the people?  In reading the 
Pentecost Story in Acts, one fact that seems clear is that 
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Continued on next page

“Let your light shine before others so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven.”  Matt: 5:16

WELCOME TO THE ALIVE AND
EXCITING MONTH OF MAY!

May 1, Saturday, 10 AM-4 PM
Annual St. Luke’s Tidy Up Day

May 2, Sunday, 10 AM
First Outdoor Morning Prayer

May 23, Sunday, 11 AM
Pentecost Outdoor Communion 

Service with Bishop Shannon 
MacVean-Brown and Celebration
of the 150th Anniversary of the 
Consecration of St. Luke’s 

May 27, Thursday, 10 AM
Plant Sale Set-up

May 28-29,  Friday-Sunday  
Chester Plant Sale

Discover details inside!



150TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
CONSECRATION OF ST. LUKE’S

ay this year presents us with a
"double celebration."  In addition

to the double feast of Easter/Pentecost
on the 23rd of this month, St. Luke's will
also be honoring the consecration of our
church building as part of the 150th

Anniversary of St. Luke's observance.  It
was on the 25th of May in 1871 that Bishop Bissell of
Vermont came to Chester to bless and consecrate the
newly-built church here at St. Luke's.  For more about
this consecration, please check our website!

Bishop Shannon MacVean-Brown will be joining us as
both Presider and Preacher in this double celebration on
Pentecost Sunday.  Given the advances made with the
Covid-19 vaccination rollouts, we hope that Bishop
Shannon will be able to join us in person for our outdoor
worship.  On this Sunday, Holy Communion will also
be offered to everyone who wishes to receive.

In my initial talks with Bishop Shannon, the Bishop
mentioned that Zoom worship should be offered and that
others, particularly from the Green Mountain Online
Abbey group (GMOA) that meets twice daily for prayer,
will likely also be joining us on that Sunday for worship.
As more details come to light, I will keep you informed.
One detail is that – given this possibility of more joining
us for worship via Zoom on the 23rd – Bishop Shannon
requests that our Service begin at 11 AM, instead of our
usual time of 10 AM.  More information will be forth-
coming in the next weeks.

Heidi+

The Pentecostal Story – WeAre the Church
(Continued from page 1)

the Holy Spirit descended upon the people gathered
together – not upon the church building itself.

What might this mean for all of us today who still are
living and worshipping under the cloud of the pan-
demic?  Well, my friends, here’s the Good News!  We
are the Church!  And no pandemic can stop us from carry-
ing forth the Good News of God's love into our broken
and hurt communities and world.  The Spirit of God is
resting upon us and not on St. Luke's steeple.  What is to
stop us from telling everyone outside about God's Love,
thanks to the Spirit's power working in our own lives. 

Blessed Easter,
Heidi+

M
One Year Later 
Prayer in Pandemic

Bountiful God, source of the greatest good 
for all of us:

Guide us in the right direction towards 
a better future for your creation.

Help us to overcome our own limitations 
during this pandemic,

and grant us steadfast love to look after each other.
Give us humbleness of heart

to accept that without you we cannot be 
real stewards of your creation.

Show us ways to spread the gospel 
that will touch hearts and change minds
for a better tomorrow for all humanity, 

the preservation of every creature,
and the planet. 

In the name of your beloved Son, we ask it. 
Amen.

From Prayers and Liturgies for the Covid-19 Pandemic,
p. 6, The Episcopal Church Europe, 

Convocation Newsletter, March 19, 2021



ife is really opening up in Vermont!  A lot of people have had their
second Covid vaccination shot and are eager to get back to some sort of

“normal.”  More people are smiling, and there’s more bounce in their steps.
Winter is over, and – just like the plants in our yards – we are ready to burst
forth in sunshine.  

Last year we had a touch of “normal” when we held a fantastically successful
Plant Sale that delighted lots and lots of joy-starved people from Vermont and
New Hampshire.  And we did it all graciously and safely.  In fact, if it hadn’t
been for the ubiquitous masks, you might never have known a pandemic was
going on.  Let’s make that wonderful event happen again!  

To do that, we need you to think about plants you or your friends have that
need dividing or removing.  The Plant Sale team would be happy to pick or dig
those offerings up and pot them if you can identify them so we can be
accurate in our descriptions.  Last year’s attendees loved the complete information we were able to give, as well as
the great selection of plants, their excellent condition, and their generous sizes.  That huge abundance was due to
friends and parishioners who shared their bounty and helped us create our now-famous plant sale. 

Please let us know as soon as you can what you might have to offer so we can print out descriptive photos and get
the plants early enough for us to have time to pot them and for them to recover and thrive.  Contact Lillian Willis at
lbwillisct@comcast.net or 802-875-1340 with suggestions of plants you’d like to donate or plants you’d like to see
at the sale.  And if you’d be inclined to help with sales or cashiering, we’d appreciate that offer and will work out a
shift that fits your schedule.  Last year’s Plant Sale was a joyous time and a hugely successful fundraiser for the
church.  With your help we can do it again.
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CHESTER PLANT SALE
Friday and Saturday May 28 & 29, 9 AM-3 PM & Sunday May 30, 9 AM-1 PM 

For the amazing selection of plants we offered last year, we need your donations now.  Please look at your gardens to see what
you can share and ask your gardening friends if they can contribute.  This event was community at its best.  Let’s do it again!

Bonnie Johnson’s amazing red dahlia
tubers are sold by the bagful every year.



HIGHLIGHTS FROM ZOOM 
APRIL 13 VESTRY MEETING 

Focus. Bishop’s Visit on May 23, 2021 (Pentecost and
150th Anniversary of St. Luke’s Consecration). The
Bishop will conduct an in-person outdoor service with
Communion that will conform with the Diocese’s mask
and social-distancing restrictions.  No food or coffee
hour is permitted.  Heidi will see if the Bishop needs to
spend the night and if there can be a Q&A with the
Bishop after the service.  Junior Warden David Carey
will work with Andrew Pennell to make sure the out-
door microphone system will work.  

Treasurer’s Report. Treasurer John DesLauriers
reported that income from pledges is behind, both for
the month of March and $2,300 for this year as com-
pared with last.  Fortunately the second PPP Loan (this
time of $6,597 for payroll and utilities) came through to
eliminate any immediate need to withdraw money from
investments.  In March we also received actual dividends
from investments, and both quarterly income and
expenses were less.  John will ask parishioners in the
May LITS to please keep up with pledges.   Audit. The
Audit Committee will meet in May.

Junior Warden’s Report. David Carey reported all OK
with Life Safety’s April 9 fire check on extinguishers.
HB Energy will reschedule the appointment for its
annual furnace visit.  David is an alternate member of
the Diocese’s Energy Committee, which is encouraging
churches to go off fossil fuels and will send out a survey.
David will contact an electrician to get the nonfunctioning
outside lampposts working.  May 1 Green Up Day. Marti
Assenza will add to the website the May 1 workday to rake
the lawn and clean the church grounds before mowing
starts, and David will submit a plea for help in the May
LITS.  Bell Rope. The big rope broke and needs repair
(apparently it rubs on a strut in the tower and frays, so
has been shortened several times.)  Until that operational
flaw can be corrected, we need to use the other bell.

Old Business.  Parochial Report. The report included
a new narrative that required additional input from more
people and a summary.  As a result, the correct protocol
for the report was not followed.   In 2022, upon receipt
of the form from the Diocese, the report should be sent
immediately to the Vestry and put on the agenda for the
February Vestry meeting in order to be able to respond

by the March 1 deadline.  Church Website. Marti Assenza
updated photos and links, fixed the drop-down menu to
display the newsletters listed, and added information
about the 150th Anniversary.  David Carey will talk to
Lew Watters to get Marti and himself access to Google
Drive from their homes.  Plant Sale. The 2021 Chester
Plant Sale will take place on Memorial Day Weekend.
Set-up will be on Thursday May 27, with the sale to the
public on Friday and Saturday 9 AM-3 PM, and on Sunday
9 AM-1 PM.  Unfortunately, after initial press and posters
had been posted in the greater Chester VT and NH areas,
word was received from the Diocese allowing outside
church services from May 2 on.   Signs will be created
to invite people to attend 30-minute Morning Prayer.

New Business.  LITS. Lillian Willis will remind con-
tributors to send information to her by April 21 in order
to have the issue out before May 1 and church clean-up
day.  Vestry Retreat.  Zoom will not work for this event,
so the Vestry will revisit the topic at the June Meeting.
Restart Team. Since we can meet outdoors again after
May 1, David Carey will work to provide Zoom and
YouTube options for worshippers from other states.
Question was asked of Heidi as to whether the Restart
Team or Diocese had offered any innovative suggestions
– during the months no in-person contact was allowed –
for clergy or vestry to have different and innovative
ways to keep up contact and communications with
parishioners to make them feel part of the church
community and for all to be aware of their needs.   Heidi
said the only Diocesan help was with Zoom.  Vestry
wondered whether the Diocese was offering any grants
for Zoom improvement, such as for a better camera, but
no one had an answer. Visit by New Diocesan Canon
to the Ordinary.  Heidi received word that The Reverend
Canon Auburn Watersong would visit with the Vestry in
August, but the Vestry felt a much more immediate
meeting was necessary to discuss Communications, not
the annual MMR (Mutual Ministry Review), which
might also be scheduled for sometime in August.  The
Vestry Clerk was asked to contact the Diocese, request
an in-person meeting as soon as possible, and secure 2
or 3 different dates, times, and formats for that meeting.
[Subsequent to the meeting, Lillian contacted the Diocese
and received a reply that Canon Auburn Watersong
would get back to the Vestry about a potential meeting
date in May after May 10.]

Next Vestry Meeting:  Tuesday May 11, 2021.
Lillian Willis, Clerk 



PRAYER CHAIN

he St. Luke’s Prayer Chain is functioning and ready
to take prayer requests as needed.   Eleven of us

have taken on this ministry.  We hope to enlarge the
chain with those who feel called to it.  The resposibility
involves calling the one person below you on the Prayer
Chain list until all receive notification.  There is no
required format for the prayer you offer, and you may
pray whenever it is convenient for you.  

If requesting prayer on your or someone else’s behalf,
please contact any member on the list below and specify
what information may be made public.  
Marti Assenza: 1-802-289-2582 (c)
David & Marjorie Carey: 1-802-875-4235
Lynda Farmer: 1-802-885-2641
Janice Fielder: 1-802-885-4688
Janet & Rick Hunter: 1-802-886-2304 (h),

1-802-952-3629 (c)
Beth Salisbury: 1-802-885-1338
Belinda Whipple Worth: 1-802-282-7129 (c)
David & Lillian Willis: 1-802-875-1340

Please note:  if the phone number is a local call for you,
there is no need to use 1+area code.

Thank you to Janice Fielder for calling the Vestry’s
attention to the need for this important ministry, and also
for helping with the logistics of setting the chain up.

Many blessings to all of you with the hope of your
continued good health, with no acidents or untoward
incidents needing immediate prayer, other than the daily
prayer for all.

Janet Hunter

Transportation Volunteers Still Needed

A while ago several parishioners decided it would be
helpful to have a list of volunteers who might be
available, even at short notice, to help those in the
community who need a ride.  While I have heard from a
few recruits, we could still use more volunteers.
The concept is simple:  anyone needing a lift to get to
shops, doctors, dentist, optician, etc., can find a ride by
simply asking. 

If you might be available to help in such a situation,
and if you have specific restrictions (such as not being
available on a particular day, or not able to drive along
bad roads during mud season), just let me know.

I hope you will consider this wonderful opportunity
to help others in our community in a small way.  

David Carey
802-875-4235; davidcareyvermont@gmail.com
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REQUEST FOR EUCHARISTIC VISITOR

An individual or friend of someone who is unable to
come to church to partake of Holy Communion may
request that a Eucharistic Visitor take Communion to the
home of that person immediately after the Communion
Service is over.  Marti Assenza and Janet Hunter are
licensed to perform that ministry.  Any shut-in desiring
Communion at home, or anyone interested in becomin a
Eucharistic Visitor, should speak with Rev. Heidi. 

Message from “Abba Father” 
by Brennan Manning

“The Christ within who is our hope of glory is not a
matter of theological debate or philosophical
speculation.  He is not a hobby, a part-time project, a
good theme for a book, or a last resort when all
human effort fails.  He is our life, the most real fact
about us.  He is the power and wisdom of God
dwelling within us.”



T

REOPENING OF CHURCHES

t's been a long winter, hasn't it!  One thing positive
(actually several things!) about these past months of

worshipping by Zoom is that we've gotten pretty good at
it.  A second thing is that we worshipped in the comfort
of our own homes without having to navigate the icy
weather, plus slippery walkways leading into our property
and building.  A third good thing is that (although the
attendance was modest in number these past months of
Zoom worship) we were able to reach a wider base of
worshippers who joined us from afar on a regular basis.    

With the coming of Springtime has come also an update
from the Diocesan Restart Team about the reopening of
our churches here in Vermont. The good news is that –
effective the first of May – our churches, including here
at St. Luke's, may once again offer outdoors in-person
gatherings for worship each week.  

Weather-permitting, St. Luke's is looking forward to
resuming Sunday worship on the back lawn beginning
on the 2nd of May.  We will continue to use alternating
Morning Prayer Rite One and Rite Two.  Gathering time
will be 10 AM for the time being.  As the weather
warms, we may consider an earlier time in the morning
to meet.  I will be sure to keep you posted.

I
Much like last summer's and autumn's guidelines for
worship outdoors, we will continue to comply with the
Phase 3 Guidelines as set forth by the Restart Team.
This means that masks, plus social distancing, will still
be observed.  One or two health officers will also be in
attendance for every Sunday in-person worship.  One
change, however, is that we will not need to record the
names of those who come.

A new feature this year will be the option for you to
come to St. Luke's or – if you are still not comfortable
with joining us – there is still the opportunity for you to
participate via Zoom or YouTube.  A team will be working
out the "nuts and bolts" of our Internet worship.  We'll let
you know how you can join us virtually.     

I am looking forward to seeing some (or many!) of you
in person for worship.  Good news this time around is
that there is no limit on the number of people who may
join us as long as we are well-spaced apart.  And St.
Luke's has a big backyard!  

This season of Spring brings with it more hope and
uplifted spirits.  I know I am feeling lighter and more
positive.  I hope you are, too!  

Heidi+

INVITATION TO TIDY UP DAY

here is a well-known song from the 60s that has the phrase “What a Day for a Day Dream” as its frequently
repeated catch phrase, and I’ve been doing a little of my own dreaming of summer days (and summer weather)

to come.  That has led me to think about how to get St. Luke’s into shape for the upcoming outdoor services and
other events.

Therefore, I would like to invite you, your family, your helpers, your advisors, your
friends, anyone, and everyone to help Tidy Up St. Luke’s on Saturday May 1st.  This date
is also Green Up Vermont Day, so our work on the church lawns will dovetail nicely.

Arrive anytime and stay as long as you wish between 10 AM and 4 PM.  Bring work
gloves and any hand tool you like (rakes, shovels, wheelbarrow, etc.), but we will have
a number of helpful items ready for you. 

Please let me know if you have any questions.  I’m looking forward to seeing you
on Saturday, May 1st as we adhere to the Covid guidelines.

David Carey, Junior Warden
davidcareyvermont@gmail.com; 802-875-4235



St. Luke’s Episcopal Church
The Rev. Heidi L. Edson, Rector

313 Main Street, Chester, VT 05143 • Office Phone: 875-6000
stlukes@vermontel.net • www.stlukesepiscopalvt.org

JUNE LITS Deadline 
MAY 19th

Send all articles, photos, etc., to
Lillian Willis at

lbwilllisct@comcast.net

!"

God’s Will
I know not by what methods rare,
But this I know:  God answers prayer.
I know not if the blessing

sought will come in just
the guise I thought.

I leave my prayer to Him alone
Whose will is wiser than my own.

Eliza M.Hickok
From Comfort, Salesian Missions of St. John Bosco, 1983

“St. Luke’s  
is an 

intentional 
Christian 

community, 
deepening faith 

and 
broadening 

love.”

MAY CELEBRATIONS

Birthdays:
7    Sara E. Thiebaud
22  Chris Meyer
22  Joan Sullivan
24  Anita Wright
25  Saul Hensel-Whalen
26  Marilyn Mahusky

Anniversaries:
17  Janet & Richad HunterReminder:  please mail in your pledge contributions.  Thank you!


