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Ever since we celebrated the life of Norm Wright at his 
memorial service the words and music from the 
Gradual Hymn keep coming back: “Shall We Gather at 
the River.” Indeed, it and the cover photo capture him. Norm was first 
and foremost a family man, having raised four children. His beloved 
wife, Irene, was an important part of raising their family and was also 
very involved at St. Luke's prior to her passing in May 2012. Norm led 
an active life here in Chester centered around a lovely retirement home 
and gardens overlooking Mt. Flamstead. He knew the movements of 
wild turkeys on Stone Hedge Lane as well as the ups and downs of our 
town budget. Norm enjoyed 30 years of living in Chester and developed 
lasting relationships within the community. At St. Luke’s he generously 
served on the Stewardship Committee, was a constant and reliable driver 
taking patients to and from medical appointments in all kinds of good 
and bad weather, a cook at the Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper, and he 
even picked up the church mail at the post office when called. 

It was altogether fitting that close friends and family joined in singing 
“Happy Birthday, Norm,” at the reception held at Free Range Restaurant 
on the Green, because November 15 was Norm’s 86th birthday. Earlier 
at the internment at Pleasant View Cemetery, which overlooks the 
Chester green, faithful friend Jack Cable read a familiar poem “Dad” to 
Norm’s family. For those who knew him well, there are countless stories 
of his adventurous career at Mobil Oil, his energetic and endless projects 
and travels, his exquisite taste in art, guided by an extraordinary mind to 
his very last day on earth. 
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