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JESUS’ BIRTH IN THE STABLES OF
OUR HEARTS IS PRESENT TENSE

he greening of the Church following the Sunday
November 28 Eucharist was one ceremony helping

us to consider God’s presence to us as a current and
forever experience, an ongoing happening and growth
in our lives.  Prior Aelred of St. Gregory’s Abbey gives
it present tense in the phrase “Today Jesus Christ, Son of

God, is born in Bethlehem of
Judea.”  He goes on to cite Richard
Rohr.  “God comes to us disguised
as our life.”  “We are always the
stable into which Christ is born
anew.  All we really need is to
keep our stable honest and hum-
ble, and the Christ will be born.”
(Abbey Letter No. 288. Christmas
2021). 

Our church stable in its physical and architectural beauty
is one aspect of that stable we share with compassion
for all who come.  It houses and frames our words as we
stumble in and out of different versions of our liturgy:
Rite 1 one week alternating with Rite II the next week
and then back to Rite 1, with various of our stable hands
pleased when it is turn for their favorite and comfortable
version.  The compassion and love we know from Jesus’
birth in the stables of our hearts reaches out and lets us
each rejoice in the other person’s favored Rite, so that
we share their joy.  When our favored version is used, we
simply share it without a sense of superiority (ah, now
we’re saying the correct words).  Jesus’ growth in our hearts
gives us the compassion and love to be together in both.  

Sunday night began the celebration of Hanukkah.   One
knows how brutal and full of hatred are elements of the
Hanukkah story from the book of the Maccabees.  Some
Jewish scholars push that past violence as something we
need to face and repent as the stable is made ready for
the babe.  They give us courage to face that in all our

“Let your light shine before others so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven.”  Matt: 5:16
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CHRISTMAS MARKET 2021 
You can read about the December 4

event in the January LITS, but you can
visit Willard Hall after the service on
December 12 for items to purchase. 

faiths and tribes.   Come Babe….fill our stable with the
love that birthed you and that must have filled the hearts
of all present in that Lukan version of the Nativity Story.

We have three more Advent Sundays to refresh the
straw in  the stable.  Some kind souls have given us
wraps and blankets for our vigil, blankets in the form of
scripture lessons and Advent carols and the recitation of
the carols and readings at our Service of Lessons and
Carols.  

I placed a small menorah in one of our windows and
lighted its first two candles Sunday and Monday nights
with a prayer for all of us.  Thank you for keeping that
story alive, Jewish sisters and brothers, and for helping
create a world where healing is part of our gathering in
the stable.  And I pray that we may greet any who come
to live among us with that same love.  

Thank you all for inviting me and Lee into the St.
Luke’s stable this Advent and Christmas, and for sharing
the love that unconditionally surrounds us all. 

Bruce+



THE FLOWER FUND AND
CHRISTMAS

e urge parishioners to donate to
the Flower Fund to beautify the

church on Sundays and to honor
people whom we love or have lost, and
good deeds or joyous events for which
we are thankful.  But that Flower Fund
also helps decorate the church for
Christmas and special services...such
as the familiar poinsettias that symbol-
ize the joy of the season and the bright-
ness we long to feel again and then
celebrate with favorite hymns and
carols. 

It is never too late to sponsor flowers
for a Sunday service or for Christmas.
To do so, please write a check for $30
or more payable to St. Luke’s Church
with “Flower Fund” in the memo sec-
tion.  The check may be placed in the
collection plate or mailed to St. Luke’s.   

To arrange for your sponsorship of a
specific Sunday, please email Eileen
Widger (twidger@sbcglobal.net) with
the name(s) you would like to remem-
ber and your preferred Sunday clearly
identified.   (For example, second
Sunday of October in thanksgiving for
Mary Smith.)  This is an easy way for
any individual to complement the
beauty of the church and our Sunday
services while providing a caring sym-
bol of love for the person who receives
the flowers after the service.  

FOR WE NEED A LITLE CHRISTMAS

e have had to change the way we celebrated holidays – a lot  – for
the last couple of years.  Travel was a problem.  Meeting in large

groups was risky.  Shopping in person was very limited, even if you counted
curbside service.

This year has a new excitement to it.  We can worship together again.  All
the things we used to do dutifully every year seem fresh and new.  Deco-
rating is more fun.  Planning has a spark of anticipation in it.  Even having
too much to do doesn’t seem quite as bad.

Everyone at some time has “done” Christmas for the sake of someone else.
We’ve plodded through for the children, for church, for society’s expecta-
tions; or perhaps our hearts were heavy because we knew, for a loved one,
it would be the last Christmas.

This year is different.  Christmas is coming, not for the sake of someone or
something else, but for us.  Like the song says, we need a little Christmas
– but not just candles in the window and carols at the spinet.  We need to
hear the words again of how, when things were at their worst, God came
through.  When the shame of Mary being pregnant while still single was
breaking the hearts of Mary and Joseph’s families, angels came with the
truth that in actuality something righteous and holy and needed was going
on.  That God had come to be with us, and His Spirit would be with us
forevermore. 

In most years, the Christmas platitudes of love and hope get lost under the
wrapping paper, the right time to put in the turkey, the schedule of events.
But this year, hope rises to the top, because we need hope.  We’ve been
“making Christmas come” for the children, our families, or even our church
and community for too long, and become worn down and a bit jaded on the
message.  We’ve been slogging through a world that has not been kind of
late.  But this is our Christmas: the Christmas that is hope, the Christmas that
is love, and that is trust in God and His Son. 

One of the reasons we sing the old carols is a reminder that the Christians
who came before us also sang with hope, through epidemics, years when
summer didn’t come, when tyrants who ruled them and wanted to destroy
them, not realizing that if they did take their lives, they couldn’t destroy
the Jesus whom they worshipped.  Now we have an inkling of their
Christmases, arriving in the dark of night and lighting up the sky with
the hope that has arrived.

Let’s get ready to celebrate our Christmas.
Anne Goodreau
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IN-PERSON WREATH WORKSHOPS! 

his year our annual wreath workshops returned to
in-person sessions.  The major Covid-caused prob-

lem was one of supply.  Our fabulous wreath creator for
the past 10 years was unable to access the brush and
workers she needed to meet our pre-Thanksgiving ses-
sions so we had to find a new supplier.  Many loyal par-
ticipants responded to the challenge by suggesting a
supplier they had heard of.

In the end we just met the set-up deadline the day be-
fore sessions were to begin, and happy participants
once again were able to decorate their premade ever-
green wreaths with their choice of ribbons and a wide
variety of natural materials especially collected for
their interesting colors, forms, and textures.

The wreaths below are just a few of the more than 50
decorated by enthusiastic artists.  These workshops were
possible because of Nina and Don Huffer and their
always outstanding, enthusiastic, knowledgeable, and
extensive help collecting wonderful specimens and
supplying bountiful and varied evergreen boughs that
augmented the wreaths, decorated the window wells in
Willard Hall for the Christmas Market, and filled the
vases on the altar.  (Thank you, Don and Nina.)  Because
of their support and that of other loyal wreath partici-
pants, St. Luke’s is able to help the church and send
a donation to the Chester Conservation Committee for
its summer environmental camp for students.  

Your Two Cents’ Worth

A poor widow came and put in two small copper coins, 
worth a penny. Jesus said to his disciples, 
“This poor widow has put in more 
than all those who are contributing to the treasury.”

— Mark 12.42-43

There are times, bereft of your worthiness,
widowed of your claim, 
you think you have nothing to offer.

She put in two cents,
and two thousand years later
we remember her.

“She has put in all she has,”
Jesus said: what she had, 
not what she didn't have. 

Your lack means nothing;
your poverty, to God, is not real.
What you have is precious.

What you have is not “enough,” 
for “enough” is measured.  No,
it's perfect.

What gifts are in you?
Even the merest penny
is a blessing. 

Give it with love.
In the heart of God
it shines like gold. 

Steve Garnaas-Holmes,
Unfolding Light

T

Same
available 
selection

of 
materials, 
but very 
different
wreaths.



Highlights of November Vestry Meeting

The November 9 Vestry Meeting was held in person at
Willard Hall and also by Zoom.

Treasurer’s Report. John DesLauriers reported that
October was a good month for income since one parish-
ioner’s pledge was paid in full.  There were no unusual
expenses, but the Diocesan assessment put us slightly in
the negative.  Next month will be the final 2021 quar-
terly payment from Raymond James for the rectory.
Rector’s Discretionary Fund. Reminder that the collec-
tion for that fund on the first Sunday of the month should
only be loose coins and cash, not checks.  Marti has a list
of those who have pledged.  Envelopes for Pledges. Be-
cause of minimal interest, John will not reorder them. 

FOCUS:  2022 Budget. John prepared a draft budget
listing categories from last year, to date, and proposed.
Income will be less in 2022 because we have lost several
generous parishioners, but we need to buy a snowblower
to keep the walkways clear.  We have one more pay
period for Heidi.  Tabulations from pledges will help us
determine whether we can afford a half-time Rector.
Altar Flowers. Guild members feel we can do better by
buying from Shaw’s or getting flowers from people’s
gardens.  Tuning for Piano and Organ. Piano was tuned
in June @ $120.  Rick Hunter volunteered to tune the
pipe organ with David Willis’s help on 12/18.  Church
has to have heat on for 24 hours before tuning.  Out-
reach. John tentatively kept the amount the same for
charities in the draft budget, although our income will be
less.  PPP Loan. The Diocese will assess us.

Stewardship Drive. Belinda has printed letters and
pledge forms (next year could fit 3 to a page).  Labels.
David will check Heidi’s computer for the expanded
LITS group list to enable a mailing.  

Transition Ministry with Bruce MacDuffie. Bulletins.
Preferences were voiced to keep alternating Rite I and
Rite II services and to have familiar and seasonal hymns
to welcome back children and relatives for the holidays.
Question:  how to best save paper and use existing sea-
sonal booklets and lectionary pages sent to us.  Bruce
will work out with Anne Goodreau and David the best
form for hymns for Zoomers.  Marti lists readings and
liturgy for each Sunday on the website.  Altar Guild.
Marti will order small 0.75-ounce paper medicine cups
from Amazon for Communion.  Wine in cups should be
drunk up front when received.  Communion kits will ar-
rive by 11/24 and Janet will order 100 for Christmas

Eve.  We presently have a supply of both wheat and
gluten-free wafers.  Services. We will keep giving plates
at front and back as presently, with no doxology.  Anne
will add an offertory hymn while Bruce prepares the
altar for communion.  New experimental end of service:
blessing, closing hymn, priest to back of church, an-
nouncements, postlude, dismissal.  Christmas Services.
Janet and Bruce will work out the details for commun-
ion on 12/19 for Christmas Eve, Christmas Day, and
Sunday 12/16.  Upcoming Advent and Christmas Services.
11/28 Greening of the church after the 10 AM service.
12/19 10 AM service, then Lessons & Carols at 4 PM
with luminaries lining walk.  12/24 Christmas Eve @ 6:30
for carols by congregation and then service at 7 PM.
12/15 Christmas Day service at 10 AM with no music. 

Junior Warden Report. David reported the three lamp-
posts at the back walk are working, and he has adjusted
the sensors.  Two sconces by the ramp door are on a mo-
tion sensor.  The front spotlights don’t work even though
David changed the bulbs and John fixed the timer, so we
still need an electrician.  The short solar lights along the
walks are limited by the lack of enough winter sunlight,
so hardly work.  David cleaned out the furnace room,
and has set up the church schoolroom as a spot for Anne
Goodreau to sort music.  John and David will get to-
gether to fix the other bell pull.

Old Business. Checking on VTEL Messages and Church
Email. David will work with Marti to arrange this.

New Business. Vestry for 2022. We should have three
openings, but we need to discover if the Vestry is frozen
when there is no Rector.  Sexton Position. We are look-
ing for someone to replace James Salisbury because of
the demands of his professional life.  The job takes about
2.5-3 hours a week to clean the Church and Willard Hall
before Sunday or weekend events.  Please send sugges-
tions of a reliable person for the job to David Carey or
any member of the Vestry.  Church Historian. We still seek
a volunteer to take on this job, which can be done at the
person’s convenience.  Kitchen Battery Clock. We need
a replacement for the old clock, which will no longer
work.  Please let David know if you have a clock to do-
nate to the church.

Upcoming Events. Christmas Market. Friday 12/3 set-
up; Saturday 11/4 event 10-2, with early advance pickup
at 9:30.  

Next Vestry Meeting:  Tuesday December 14, 2021,
6:30 PM. Lillian Willis, Clerk
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DECEMBER CELEBRATIONS

Birthdays:
2    Andrew Pennell
5  Jessica Buchaan
5  Ellie Pennell
7  Janice Fielder
7  Bonnie Watters 
14  Alison Des Lauriers
17  Brad Dunbar
18  Christine Burchsead
20  Tom Widger
22 Michael Fromberger
24 Noah Jones
26 Alyce Meyer-Fielder
26 Sanford Johnson
27 Cindy Roundy-Winston

Anniversaries:
22  Bill & Lynn Reed 

Reminder:  please mail in your pledge contributions.  Thank you!

“St. Luke’s  
is an 

intentional 
Christian 

community, 
deepening faith 

and 
broadening 

love.”

ALL ARE INVITED TO UPCOMING 
EVENTS AND CHURCH SERVICES 

Sunday December 12.  After the regular 10 AM service, many
will walk or drive to the new Chester Tea Rooms, where Anne
Goodreau will play carols and people can purchase pastries and
tea to enjoy.
Sunday December 19 at 10 AM.  Regular Sunday Service. 
Sunday December 19 at 4 PM. Service of Lessons and Carols.
Friday December 24 at 6:30 PM, Christmas Eve Service with
carols by the congregation, followed by Communion Service at 7 PM.
Saturday December 25 at 10 AM.  Christmas Service without
music.
Sunday December 26 at 10 AM. Regular Sunday Service.

MERRY CHRISTMAS TO ALL!


